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Have you ever been mistaken for someone else? I have. When I was a younger man, with a full 

beard and a little longer hair, I remember some of my friends who were into watching pro-

wrestling on T.V. used to tell me that I looked like a pair of twin wrestlers who sported the 

same look. They were both fit and fairly good-looking guys, so I took that as a compliment. 

Once, my mom came home from a doctor's appointment in Memphis and told me that I 

looked just like her doctor. Not that he looked like me, her own son, but that I looked like him. 

I wasn't really sure how to take that mistaken identity. I assumed that he also had to be fairly 

decent-looking and smart. But one of my biggest fears is that somebody who looks like me will 

commit some crime, and the law will come after me. 

To be mistaken for someone else can catch us off guard. Sometimes we are pleasantly 

surprised, and other times we can take offense. But how often are you mistaken for someone 

else, and though you are not offended, you are quick to point out the mistake not as some 

flaw in the other person but as to how you could never measure up? 

That is exactly what John the Baptist does. John, who was called to a task in life even before 

his own, began to prepare the way for the one who was coming, to call people to repentance, 

to examine their lives and recognize their sins and turn toward the one whom God was 

sending. It was a task that even John felt as though he was unworthy of doing, maybe 

underqualified, did anyway because he knew God had called him to do it. 

However, his role as prophet and priest put him in a position to be mistaken for the one who 

was to come. The Messiah. His message to the people, to prepare for the one who was to 

come, was easily misinterpreted by those listening. They thought that it was he who was the 

Messiah. 

It was easy since they had no real clue as to what to look for. They had not been faithful to 

their calling to be the people of God. They had lost touch with their covenant with God. 

Though they were the children of Abraham, their loyalty to God was at an all-time low. 

So it is easy to understand why when John comes into the picture calling on people to repent 

and be baptized or cleansed in spirit, those who were desperately waiting and looking for the 

Messiah to come were quick to jump to that conclusion that he was indeed the Messiah. 

But John quickly sets the record straight, basically saying, I know you think I may look and 

sound like the one who is to come, but I am not. I am not even worthy to untie his sandals. 



Compared to him, I am nothing. I only come to baptize you with water, to help you cleanse 

your soul, your spirit and prepare you for what he will offer you. 

His baptism will be one of fire. A fire that will burn away all that fills you with falsehood, and 

self-righteousness, and evil intent and leaves that which is good in you. And the only way that 

you can survive that kind of baptism is to confess ahead of his coming, your sin. That you are a 

sinner who needs redeeming and then is intentional in changing your ways. That is the way we 

turn toward God, not just give it lip service. 

Baptism is a cleansing of the spirit and an immersion into the Spirit of Christ. To take our 

baptism seriously, we are called to examine ourselves as we talked about in our covenant 

renewal service last week and cast our sinful pride on the altar of Christ's humility and 

suffering. 

It is one thing to be baptized physically at our birth or conformation or reception into a church, 

but it is quite another to live into our baptism every day. Anybody can get baptized. I can't tell 

you how many babies I have baptized out of tradition with the expectation that their parents 

would continue to raise them in the church, only never to see them darken the door again. 

The tradition was strong, but the commitment behind it was lacking. 

How many of us take seriously the call to live in the way of Christ Jesus each and every day? 

That is, how seriously do you and I take our baptismal covenant? That is the call to live the 

Christian life. 

I am going to let you in on a little-known fact. None of us can do that by ourselves. We need 

the Holy Spirit to guide us. We need the body of Christ in Christian fellowship to support us 

and admonish us when we do go astray. 

But also, we need to be connected to God more than once in a while, or we will be as far from 

recognizing God and God's call as those who thought John was Jesus. The way to be clear on 

who Jesus is would be to be intentional about reading the bible. After all, it is God's Word and 

one of the main gifts God has given to us. 

It is the only way we can see and hear who Jesus was firsthand. What he believed in and what 

he calls us to trust in. And then, if we believe it, we should follow it. The epistles help us to 

understand how we do that. How do you follow Jesus? Do we offer to share the spiritual bread 

we claim to have with those who are hungry? Or do we deny it to them because we think they 

are unworthy? 

When we live into our baptism, we do not allow fear to rule our lives. Fear is of the devil; it 

breeds doubt and suspicion, anger, and resentment. But faith calls us to the place where we 

try to understand one another, where we come with an open heart to offer forgiveness and 

hope that we can also be forgiven. 



Our baptism also calls us into an action that manifests the love of neighbor and, yes, even 

sacrificial love. It is not always from a place of comfort that we take on our role as baptized 

believers as our call to walk in the footsteps of Christ, or even that of John is a call to have a 

fun weekend retreat. Instead, it is a call that implores us to take up our own cross and bear it 

with Jesus; it is a calling to grow in the way of grace and peace with God and our neighbor. 

To be baptized means to die unto oneself and live for Christ. That process is not meant to be 

done overnight. It is a lifelong process. But it is a process or a journey that begins right away if 

we take it seriously. There is no putting it off until tomorrow; to follow Jesus, we must get up 

each and every day and commit ourselves to Christ, our promise to go where he sends us, and 

carry out the ministry he calls us to do. That is the only way we can be faithful witnesses to the 

power and love that is in Christ. 

If we are not doing that, then our baptism means nothing at all. But doing that does not mean 

that we stick our nose in other people's business or try to take over and control their lives. 

Instead, it means that we are called to offer support, a hand, or encouragement, and a 

listening ear. It means sometimes we offer to lay our hands on their shoulder and say a prayer. 

And if it is not wanted, then we move on in peace, but we seek to continue to build on our 

relationship with hope. 

Being baptized means that we walk with Jesus, not just for a day, or a week, or whenever it 

suits us, but that we spend the rest of our lives growing in his love, his understanding, his 

grace. It means that we grow into his likeness each and every day so that when we see him 

face to face, we will know exactly who he is, and there will be no mistaken identity. We will 

know him because we have put in the effort to be like him in spirit and truth. As 1st Corinthians 

13: 12 says, "Now, we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror, but then, we shall see face to 

face. Now I know only in part, but then, I shall know, even as I am fully known. 

John was right to call out the crowd mistaking him for the Messiah, but maybe John did not 

realize how much he did resemble Jesus back then. One thing is for sure; John was growing 

into Christ's likeness. And we, as baptized members of the body of faith, are called to do the 

same. 

The church is not a social club where we come and drink coffee and spread gossip and half-

truths, or play Monday morning quarterback; it is the place where we focus on the life, death, 

and most importantly, the resurrection of Jesus to find and hope for our own sins but also 

offer hope to a sin-riddled world, not hide from it. So today, I pray that you will recall your 

own baptism and just what that means for you as you remember it in Spirit and Truth. Because 

the more we know him the Messiah in Spirit and Truth, the more we will begin to reflect his 

image in our own. Of that, there can be no mistake. 

(Sprinkle water from Baptismal Font) Remember your baptism and be thankful. 


