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Can anyone remember that day, and hopefully you had it, but that day when you 
were convinced that this Jesus was, in fact, who and what he said he was? And 
maybe even more to the point, he was who others that witnessed his miraculous 
life said he was? Like Paul. 

Or can you remember when you witnessed something for yourself that left you 
without a doubt that Jesus was indeed the Son of God? That he died on a cross, 
giving his life as a ransom for all the world so that whoever would believe in this 
incredible gift of outright love, to forgive sins, would inherit eternal life? 

Again, if you have not had that experience, we need to talk because that is the 
crux of the Christian faith. It is what the work of the Church hinges on and 
nothing else. All of our talent, our well-meaning intentions, and our desire to 
make things right, none of it matters unless we have made a full-throated 
confession that Jesus Christ died and rose again from the dead to save a lost 
world. All of it is given as an unmerited gift from God. 

Because what lies within that honest confession of faith is the heart of what Paul 
is getting at with the Corinthians. Though they have made that confession, they 
are living in such strife with one another and the community around them that it 
seems as though maybe at least some of them have not fully accepted this gift 
of Christ as the savior sent from God. 

That is why Paul begins this fifteenth chapter with, "Now I would remind you, 
brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you, in 
turn, received, in which you also stand, through which you are also being saved, if 
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you – unless you have come 
to believe in vain. 

What Paul does here as he counsels this little Church is, first of all, to remind 
them that they are not alone. He calls them brothers and sisters for a good 
reason, to remind them that they are a part of a larger family, the family of God. 



And they are a part of that family because as he proclaimed this message of hope 
to them in Jesus Christ, they had accepted it for themselves. 

As Paul gave his testimony of being someone who had persecuted the Church, but 
who also one who had encountered Jesus and led by Jesus into a new life; a life 
that would completely change from being one who persecuted the Church and its 
faith in Jesus to become one of its most important advocates to reach the gentile 
nations, it was a testimony that was very real to them. They were witnessing 
someone who had firsthand knowledge and experience of Jesus. 

As Paul shared his testimony, these Corinthians came to believe and accept this 
good news. But something was not right with the Corinthians. The Church was 
not following in the way of Christ. It was evident, not because there was a lack of 
talented and gifted people, not because there was not enough hands-on deck to 
handle the various jobs. What was wrong was though they had made their 
confession, they were still living their lives like they really did not believe in what 
Paul had shared with them. Their belief or their faith, Paul says, seemed to be in 
vain. To be vain ultimately means to be useless. 

For all that, they claimed to believe and have faith in through Jesus Christ, good 
for nothing. It wasn't making any difference in their community, in their little 
church community. It certainly was not making any difference in their own 
personal walk or journey of faith with Christ. In short, it was evident to Paul that 
they really had not encountered the Risen Lord. For if they had, this letter to the 
Corinthians church would read so much different. 

First, they would not be arguing about who had the greater gifts. Second, they 
would not be fighting over who to help and not to help. Third, they would not be 
arguing over who was the most important in the group. 

If they had truly embraced Jesus as the risen Lord, the evidence of that faith 
would be seen and felt in the love they hold for one another. Not only in how 
they treated one another but in how they served one another. It would also have 
been seen in how they reached out to minister to others in and around the city of 
Corinth in that same love. 

Paul makes his argument to this little Church by saying, “Didn’t you claim to 
believe in the resurrection?” 



Of that, everyone agreed. But there were some who did not believe that Christ's 
resurrection meant that they also would receive the gift of resurrection. Instead, 
they believed that believing in Christ's resurrection, it would mean for them that 
they had reached this lifetime the limit of what God had in store for them. 
In believing in the Resurrected Christ, they believed that God was blessing them in 
this life, with all that was good, and it was theirs to do with as they saw fit, not 
what God would call them to do. 

Paul makes the argument that if that is all there is to believe in the resurrection 
of Jesus, then your faith is in vain, and those who believe are the most to be 
pitied. If that is true, then all faith is useless. It means nothing. 

What God did through Jesus Christ was, in fact, meant for all who believe in and 
trust in God's ultimate act of love, that whoever should believe in, (and by 
believing in, he means that we should live our lives in sync with the ways of Christ 
following his example, and trusting that there is more, always more that God has 
in store for us, not just in this life, but in the new life that awaits us.) 

To believe in Christ, believing in his death and resurrection, means not just 
cognitively accepting that it happened. But to embrace Christ's sacrificial life for 
ourselves so that others may see the power and glory of God's love for them in 
you and me. If we are not willing to do that, if we are not willing to reach out and 
take the hands of other sinners and wretched persons, then our faith is totally in 
vain, useless. 

For it is nothing less than the grace of God that is at work in all who truly believe. 
Otherwise, it doesn’t work at all. So it means that we must be willing to take 
seriously this new relationship that God calls us to be in with him now and 
forever. 

Because God is a forever God, and in Jesus, he calls us into a forever relationship. 
Are you looking for a forever relationship with your creator, redeemer, and 
sustainer? If so, reach out and call on him and allow him to lead you on this 
journey in faithful discipleship. 


