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I have never been to an unveiling of anything, so far as I can remember, but I have seen a few 
on T.V., whether it is a work of art, the latest in new vehicles, or some new high tech phone or 
something of that nature. But, of course, the unveiling of any of these items is designed to 
razzle and dazzle you, blow your mind as they say these days, and you say to yourself or 
whoever is there with you, "What will they think of next?"   
 
But as spectacular as some of these unveilings may be, we often find ourselves disappointed 
with the reality of the product. Maybe they don't meet the measure of expectation. Or we are 
so overwhelmed by the technology that we fear the very thought of ever having to try and 
learn so much new stuff, so we try to steer clear of such things.   
 
But still, to witness the unveiling, we can't help but want to take a peek at whatever is 
underneath that cloth or behind the curtain. At the very least, an unveiling stirs up our 
curiosity and our desire to know something more. We want to know; what could be 
underneath the veil? And to ponder the question, could this really be something that can help 
my life? 
 
When Moses led his people out of Egypt and crossed the Red Sea to escape the Egyptians, God 
brought them to Mt. Sinai, where Moses was called to go up the mountain alone. It was 
essentially the second time that Moses would go up the mountain, as the first time ended 
tragically for some. On his first journey up the mountain, while he received the 10 
Commandments from God, the Hebrew people were busy making a golden calf to worship.   
 
Though God was angry, he was not done with these stiff-necked people. And he would call 
Moses back up the mountain a second time. God allowed Moses to see something no one else 
had ever seen before. And even Moses was told that it would be too much for him to see the 
full view, but God allowed him to see God's back. God hid Moses in the crevice of a rock and 
covered it with a cloud of thick misty smoke. Then God unveiled his back to Moses after giving 
Moses the second set of tablets containing the 10 Commandments.   
 
God had unveiled his Glory, but only to Moses. When Moses returned from the mountain, 
carrying the Commandments, the Glory that shone around him was so bright that it frightened 



all who looked upon him. After Moses spoke with the people concerning God's covenant, he 
placed a veil over his face so that the people would not be afraid to come near him.   
 
The Glory of God was veiled because it is too much for the people to bear. Though the Glory of 
God was revealed to Moses and through the Law, it was only a glimpse of what it could be. 
The Law, as grand as it is, was only a small portion of what God's Glory is all about. And even 
that would be too much for the people to bear.  
 
Walking in God's ways and following the Law is certainly the way that leads to everlasting life, 
but not as an individual, but only as a community. You see, they had left Egypt as a community 
of people, they were making their way through the desert as a community, and eventually, 
they would enter the Promised Land. But they had to follow God; otherwise, the community 
stood the chance of being destroyed.   
 
But as they traveled, they would soon see even more glimpses of God's Glory. They would see 
more than just God's Law for life; they would begin to see his love for them. So many times 
when God could have wiped them out, he spared them or at least a remnant. Some would die 
by God's firm design, but many were spared. But still, God's full Glory remained veiled.   
 
It was still too much for any one person or group to take in. Not even Moses had seen the 
fullness of God's Glory. That is what Paul is reminding the Corinthian people of and also you 
and me as we read in his letter this morning, as he talks about the hope that we have in Christ.    
 
You see, in Christ, we have the hope of seeing the full Glory of God. It is sort of like Paul 
Harvey and the "Rest of the Story" he used to tell back in the day.  
In Christ Jesus, God gives us the rest of the story. In Christ, we see the fullness not only of the 
Law but of God's love and God's unbridled compassion for all of God's people. In Christ, we see 
the power of God's healing and grace – the forgiveness of our sins and the hope of a new life.   
 
When we put our complete trust in God's Glory revealed in Christ, we no longer face dying 
from it, but we have the full hope of everlasting life living in the way of Christ.   And what does 
that Glory look like? It looks like the three main aspects of God's Glory coming together as we 
see it on the mountain of Transfiguration. God's Law as we see in Moses, God's Truth in 
prophecy as we see in Elijah, and God's Grace that we come to know in Jesus.   
 
In all three of these aspects of God's Glory, we begin to see God's justice and righteousness. 
We see God's mercy. This Glory, though it is bright and more than we can sometimes 
comprehend, more than we can fully grasp at any given moment in our lifetime here, is still 
the Glory of God that has been fully revealed in Christ's sacrifice for us.  



 
Here in Christ, the price of our sinfulness is paid in full. The wrath of God's Law is carried out; 
the truth of God's word is laid bare, and the Grace of God's love and mercy is extended to all 
who would come to accept and live in Him, not just in their hearts, but in our day to day lives 
in our community of faith, but also in the communities where we live.   
 
After witnessing the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John were stunned by what they had 
seen, so much so that none of them knew quite what to say or do. But Peter, known for his 
ability to speak before thinking, suggests that the mountain top would be the perfect place to 
build three altars, one for each of these men of God.   
 
But you see, that was not God's plan for where God's Glory was to be revealed to the world. 
God's Law, truth, and grace were not meant to be hidden away on a mountain top, difficult to 
get to and far away from where people were suffering, oppressed, and dying. Instead, God's 
Glory was meant to be with God's people; it is meant to be shared. It is meant to lead us on 
our way through this vast wilderness. 
 
As the last few verses in Luke's gospel lesson this morning suggests, we cannot do it without 
him. Those disciples who had remained below had been called to go and heal the sick and cast 
out evil spirits while Jesus and the three amigos were up on that mountain top, but they could 
not because they did not have Jesus right there with them. They had yet to fully trust in the 
power of God in all of His Glory.   
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, that is what we are called to do. Trust in the full power of God's 
Glory as it is unveiled to us in Jesus on the cross, as we worship the Transfigured Christ this 
morning. I pray that not only do you see Christ transfigured but that his transfiguration flow 
through each and every one of us as we answer the call to carry on the mission and ministry of 
Jesus Christ.   


