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One of the growing trends in the United States in the last 30 to 40 years has been 
for parents to homeschool their children. They do so with the belief that 
homeschooling not only provides their children with a safer environment where 
the children can learn easier with fewer distractions. But perhaps a more 
fundamental reason for the homeschooling phenomenon is the opportunity to 
instill the values some families long to see taught but are no longer emphasized or 
even advocated in public school settings. 

 
But parents do not have to turn to presenting a formal education in the home in 
order to teach the core values they want their children to have. After all, the 
parent is the greatest teacher of any child regardless of race, social status, or any 
other demographic. And how they teach the lessons they want to convey also 
plays an important part in whether those lessons are taken seriously or not. For 
instance, parents who make learning engaging, exciting, fun, and interesting are 
going to see far better results than the parent who constantly yells the lesson or 
uses intimidation, or teaches by saying “Do what I say, never mind what I do.” 

 
Jesus is preparing his disciples for when he will no longer be with them. He is 
offering some comforting words, but what he is telling them is more than words 
to subdue their sadness and confusion. He is reminding them of some very 
important things that he has tried to teach them throughout their time together. 
Is calling on them to remember and that he will send a spirit to remind them 
when they struggle. 

 
When you were growing up, I am sure that your parents or grandparents spent 
time with you not so much on a school day but on a Saturday night or a Sunday 
afternoon, or maybe in the summer talking about things that they wanted to 
teach you. Things they wanted to make sure you knew about. Or maybe they did 
things that you cannot forget. Now some of those things may not have been the 
best things they could have taught you. But then again, maybe some of those 
things were core values that remind you of who you are and what you should be 
to this day. 



Jesus’s ministry was as much to his disciples as it was to the general public who 
came looking for forgiveness, healing, and nurture among other things. As the 
disciples made their home with Jesus, his words were his word, and his word was 
who he was. He taught them what God’s justice was supposed to look like. He 
taught them what God’s love was supposed to look like. He taught them what 
true worship to God was supposed to look like and he did not just lecture it to 
them, he lived it. They watched him and they practiced it with him. 
In a sense, they were homeschooled. They learned from their master day and 
night. And the lessons on life became the patterns of life. It is the same thing in 
our own households that our children learn way more and way faster by 
watching what we do than by listening to what we say. That is because our 
actions always speak louder than our words. 

 
Even though their physical time with Jesus was drawing to a close, Jesus was 
telling them, I will not leave you orphaned. It is a direct comment indicating that 
these disciples had indeed made their home with Jesus and that by sending the 
Holy Spirit they would continue to be at home with him as it would remind them 
of everything he had spent time teaching them. 

 
The Holy Spirit. That spirit of memory; recalling what Jesus said and did 
reminding the disciples who and whose they were. In some ways, it is much like 
the memories we have of our parents and grandparents homeschooling us not so 
much in reading writing, and arithmetic, but in matters of faith, matters of 
Christian principles of loving one another, holding one another accountable in 
love, teaching respect, honor, dignity. 

 
Now again I ask, how much do you remember from lectures or as Charlie Brown 
would put it, “WAH, Wah, Wah”? And how much do you remember seeing your 
parents and grandparents act in accordance with scripture? 

 
I remember my dad teaching me unintentionally a lesson about loving our 
neighbors when an elderly black man came walking down the street pushing a 
lawnmower. He had cut someone’s grass and finished, but he had somehow cut 
his hand and had not gotten any first aid. 

 
My father, who we’ll say had his opinions about black people, was a bit annoyed 
by the man approaching us in the first place. But, when the man explained that 



he needed first aid, my father looked at me and said Bryan, go into the house and 
bring out the first aid kit. And, he had me bandage the man’s cut. 

 
That may not sound like much, and it probably isn’t compared to standards of 
conduct today. But to me, knowing how my father felt and what he believed, it 
was monumental. That he would even consider allowing the man to be treated 
with first aid not only showed me he knew the right thing to do, but it also taught 
me that it is what you do regardless of what you may think or feel. It is a lesson I 
will never forget. 

 
But you see, it wasn’t my father who taught that lesson. It was the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It was something that Jesus taught, not just in words but in his 
actions. I know for a fact that there were people right there in my neighborhood 
who probably would not have offered him anything. In fact, the people whose 
house he came from may well have turned him away. 

 
At that moment, the Holy Spirit overcame my father’s own prejudice and he had 
compassion for the man. And I do believe that it eventually led to my father’s 
change of heart before he died. 

 
Jesus said, those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 
them, and we will come and make our home with them. That is, no matter 
where we are when we love Jesus, and we love the Father, we will be at home, 
and there we will continue to be reminded of their lessons of life by the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
It is important that we pay attention to the lessons of the Holy Spirit because in 
those lessons is where we will find the peace that Jesus offers us. Not the peace 
of safety and security that comes with worldly success. All of that pales in 
comparison to the peace that comes from Christ. 

 
The peace of his love, the peace of his joy, the peace of his hope. The peace we 
have in knowing that we have done the right thing despite what the world may 
think, the peace in knowing that we have lived by a core value of respecting and 
honoring another person because they too are part of God’s children, no matter 
their race, creed, or background. 

 
As Christians this is what we strive to continue to do today, though our 
forefathers are gone, though our teachers in the faith may be no more, we are 



left with the Holy Spirit who brings home to us the lessons of life taught by the 
Father and Son down through the ages. 

 
And we are here not only to act upon those lessons learned, but we are to 
continue allowing the Holy Spirit to work through us as we reach a new 
generation. With that in mind, let us continue the tradition of letting the Holy 
Spirit homeschool us in the ways of God the Father and Jesus the Son. 


