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Yes, I know, Baptism Sunday was a few months ago.  While living under the 

confines of this Corona Virus Pandemic has gotten us all a little off track as far as 

what day it is, I have not completely lost it.   

It is, however, Ascension Sunday,  the day that we recall that Jesus after he had 

appeared to the disciples in a forty-day period following his resurrection; Luke, 

the author of Acts, recalls what Jesus said and did that last time they would ever 

see his physical presence on this side of glory.   

Telling them things about the Kingdom of God, Jesus specifically tells them to wait 

in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father.  He tells them that while John the 

Baptist baptized with water, which was all about purification and washing away 

sin, God the Father would baptize them with the Holy Spirit.   

What’s the difference?  I am glad you asked.  If we can understand baptism as a 

two-tiered process, I think it will help us all to better understand our role in living 

in the Kingdom of God.   

For the baptism that John delivered to all those gathered there in the Jordan in 

Jesus’ day, except for Jesus himself, (and we will get to that in a moment.)  That 

baptism and the baptism that you and I received as we were presented either at a 

Christening as a baby or as we professed our faith as an adolescent or an adult 

and baptized was in fact about the washing away of our sins.  

In Baptism, our souls are purified not just by the water, but by the very blessing of 

God’s grace shed on us through Christ’s death and resurrection.  It is at the very 

least a symbol of that and it is something that others gather and give witness to. 

(the congregation, family, etc.)  It is a proclamation that we are turning away from 

and shedding off an old way of life and seeking to spiritually move into a new way 

of life.   

So in effect, the baptism that we receive acts in two ways.  First, it washes away 

our sinful past.  It cleanses us and refreshes us, or renews us.  But it does not just 



leave us on the river bank cold wet and alone.  It also initiates us into something 

new.  It takes us from the physical world into that spiritual world known as the 

Kingdom of God.  

 This is what we see taking place in Jesus’ Baptism, it not about washing away his 

sin, for he knew no sin, but rather it was Jesus initiation to enter into the full 

presence of God in the midst of a sinful world.  That is why Jesus goes directly into 

the wilderness to face those temptations, He would experience first-hand how 

God is always in the Spirit and was right there with him.   

So, you are right, physically we are still right here in this world.  Living in the same 

town, with the same people, and the same problems that have always been 

there.   

What is different is that by faith in God that you have proclaimed through the 

grace and love of Jesus Christ, you are born into a new spiritual reality.  It is the 

reality of God and not of the world that we live in.  But to live in it, it does take 

faith, and trust and a willingness to be obedient in the face of those worldly 

obstacles, like temptation, like defeat, like death, like pandemics.   

It is when we can look to God and see God’s hands at work when no one else 

other than other people of faith can.   That is when we are living in the Kingdom.   

That is what the second part of Baptism is all about.  Theoretically, it can happen 

when one is baptized to wash away the sins, or as one is initiated into the life of 

the church. But the baptism is about more than a given time or space, or place 

and occasion.  It is all about the willingness of God’s Holy Spirit meeting the 

willingness of our spirit to let God in.   

That is why we must sometimes wait.  Waiting for the Spirit is not like waiting for 

the school bus or our flight to some destination or even for an appointment.  

Waiting for the Holy Spirit is all about waiting in prayer, listening to the needs that 

God is calling us to look out for.  It is about being obedient to where it wants to 

send us on God’s behalf.  

And Just what are we to do when we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit?  We are to 

be witnesses to God’s grace, to God’s healing, to God’s miraculous work of 

feeding the hungry, of doing what most would consider to be impossible.   



We are to testify to what we have experienced first-hand or have seen and heard.  

But there is also another way we are to testify.   We testify by being the very 

agents of those miraculous efforts ourselves.  Whenever we volunteer to feed the 

hungry, or visit the sick with inspiration and hope with prayer and strength of 

scripture, whenever we lay hands on someone who hurting, whenever we lift 

someone up who is down, that is when we are not only telling God’s story but 

God has invited us to be part of that story.  That is called ministry and as baptized 

people, we are all called to ministers in some fashion.  

Again we are living not just in our little world of White Stone or Kilmarnock or 

Weems, or Topping, or wherever we may be living physically, but we are living in 

the Kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God is where we live out the laws of Moses 

that Jesus talks about, not what the Sadducees and Pharisees talked about.   

There are a lot of modern-day Sadducees and Pharisees, cloaked as self-righteous 

Christians trying to convince you of things that truly are not Godly, like don’t help 

the needy, unless they deserve it.  Don’t care for the foreigner, they don’t belong 

here anyway.   Pay attention to God on Sunday, but whatever you do during the 

rest of the week is all right.  Then finally there is this old adage that many 

Sadducees and Pharisees in every age has basically said, “Do as I say, not as I do.” 

If you don’t believe me, read your bible.   

When we are truly baptized (that is made clean from our old life, and then 

ushered into a new spiritual realm), our eyes are opened.  Yes we may still see the 

ugly, the hurtful, the abuse, but standing right beside us, we also see and feel the 

presence of God.  And that presence helps us not just survive but it helps us to 

become ministers to others who feel like they are all alone.  

When I had my car wreck back in 1983, yes I had a bad car wreck, but I saw the 

spirit of God right there beside me.  When I had my heart attack, yes I nearly died 

but I saw the love that God had put into my life, my family, and God was there 

with me.  

 When I look at this world going through this pandemic, yes I see its death and 

destruction, but I also see the hand of God at work to bring back balance and 

hope, and a renewal of our spirits, just as God did in the days of Noah, and 

through the wilderness with Moses.  I see God at work correcting the ills of this 



world that have gone too long unchecked.  Not in judgment but rather to heal his 

creation.  That is if we trust that He has got the whole world in his hands.  

That is what happens when we live in the Kingdom of God.  That is why the angels 

asked those standing there gazing up into heaven wondering where Jesus was 

going and when would he be back to reign over Jerusalem, Why are you standing 

here looking toward the heavens?   He will come back. In the meantime, they 

were to get busy trusting that Jesus would do what he said he would do and begin 

living in the Spirit, the Kingdom of God.  The Holy Spirit, that Holy helper would 

come and help them and us through a dark world by living in the Spirit of God.   

That is what I believe it means to be baptized and to live out our baptism.  We 

don’t just stand around waiting for God to come back.  Instead we look to see him 

in our everyday lives, guiding us and calling us to serve others as he showed us. 

So how do we live out our baptism, even during a Pandemic?  Well, as a friend of 

mine used to say, “It’s simple but complex”,  you love one another, even when it 

is hard to do.  You forgive one another, even when it is hard to do.  You build one 

another up and do not tear one another down.  Even when it is hard to do.   

You offer hands of hope and healing when the rest of the world offers death.  Is it 

hard?  Yes.  In fact it may even seem impossible, except with God, all things are 

possible.   

I just leave you with the question; Will you be baptized by the Holy Spirit?   


