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When and where do you find hope? Most of the time we are looking for hope 
when things have gone wrong. Sometimes we seek it when things are going well 
like when we have a beautiful day, “I sure do hope this weather lasts.” Or “I sure 
do hope I can keep this good job.” But most of the time we are not thinking 
about needing hope when things are good when life is good. When things go 
wrong, even drastically wrong, we are “hoping against hope.” 

Paul is teaching the Roman converts to Christianity that it all boils down to faith; 
what the living God has done in Jesus Christ is a gift not just to the Jews but to all 
who will believe in and trust the gift of God’s grace to forgive sins. This gift gives 
hope to eternal life, but not just eternal life. It gives hope to a new way of life. It is 
a new way of living this life with a commitment to being faithful to how God 
wants them to live with one another and with foreigners coming in. 

The Romans had to adjust to the concept that this God of Jesus Christ was not like 
any other god they had known. The gods that the Romans had grown up learning 
about and believing in were vindictive gods and selfish gods; they demanded 
sacrifice not for sins but for whatever displeased them. The Romans offered their 
sacrifice just so the gods would leave them alone and not burden them with 
suffering. For Romans, a happy god was a god that left you alone. 

But the God of Israel had proven to be altogether different. This God was not one 
who stayed away from you unless you did something to displease him, this God 
was one who sought to be in a relationship with creation. In other words, this 
God is a happy God when the family gets together. 

And that is the ultimate purpose of God’s grace offered to us in Jesus Christ. It 
levels the playing field and allows all who are guilty of sin (and who of us are not?) 
to receive his grace and thus strive to live in harmony with God’s ultimate 
command to love God and love one another. 

And having faith in the love and grace of Jesus Christ is what gives us hope. It 
sounds so easy until we realize that it is not. Trusting God to forgive when we feel 



like or know without a doubt that we do not deserve it, or even more so being 
able to forgive the person that did us wrong; that is when we struggle with grace. 
Or we struggle with grace when we suffer either out of the consequences of our 
sin or when we struggle as the result of someone else’s sin. 

But it is sin and suffering which life is full of, that can either wear us down into 
misery, despair, and death, or it is what gives birth to hope. Without hope, sin, and 
death in all of its misery wins. That is the ironic thing here; we can only discover 
real hope out of our suffering and pain. 

Not that anyone goes looking for ways to live in suffering at least not consciously, 
but it is in that suffering that we begin to hope for something better. Paul is 
telling us we have hope because of the suffering and death of Jesus, who died our 
penalty of death on the cross due to our sin. 

Though he was perfect and did not have to face this penalty like the rest of us, 
because he came and gave his life on our behalf, He has given us hope. Because of 
Jesus, we have a fighting chance. And that leads us to a new life. 

It simply means that no matter what we face, no matter what we may have done, 
if we confess our sins, meaning if we are transparent about our transgressions, 
and turn to God, God will forgive us. This gives us hope even though we may still 
suffer consequences. 

But living in God’s grace is not just about avoiding suffering if we avoid evil. To live 
our lives following in Christ’s footsteps means that in obedience to God’s will, we 
are sometimes called to suffer on another’s behalf. Hopefully, you will never have 
to give your life for someone else, but would you? For your child? Or a child? Or a 
person. 

What about suffering for the sake of people suffering from a terrible injustice 
such as abuse, corruption, bigotry, sexism, or violence? What about those who 
are guilty of such sins? As Jesus said, ”it is not those who are well that need a 
physician but rather those who are sick.” 

Paul talks about boasting in our hope not only of living in God’s grace but also in 
sharing God’s grace. He goes on to talk about being able to boast in our 
sufferings, and this is the kind of suffering he is talking about. Suffering on behalf 



of others in need of God’s grace, just as he has suffered imprisonment and 
eventually even death for sharing the gospel just as Jesus did. 

Again, hopefully, no one will have to suffer that kind of thing, but when God calls 
on us to share our gifts, our tithes, our lives, our stories, and most certainly the 
gospel of Jesus Christ we may touch someone else’s life, it puts us at risk of 
suffering. Suffering the loss of time, resources, or maybe our reputation, I’ve 
helped people along the way and some have questioned why I would do that, 
knowing what kind of person they were. 

I’ve suffered the loss of time with my family and income as I give of both. I’ve 
even at times put my life on the line in order to minister to people that I did not 
know. Not only in Iraq, but I can recall getting a phone call from a worried wife 
that her husband may have driven to Lackland AFB to possibly commit suicide. 

As a chaplain, I responded to the call. I took a couple of other chaplains with me, 
but I knocked on the door of that room, not knowing what I would find, or 
whether he would turn the gun on me. In the end, the man was ok, he had no 
intention of hurting himself, and he thanked us for our concern. But before he 
opened that door, there was no way of knowing what would happen. 

When we suffer consequences for the things we do wrong, that is to be expected. 
But hopefully, we grow in grace from it. That is the hope we have in that kind of 
suffering. Suffering consequences does not mean that God does not love you nor 
that he won’t forgive you. God will forgive you and does when you ask. But that’s 
just one kind of suffering. 

Paul’s bigger point here is that when we suffer on behalf of sharing God’s love, 
sharing the good news, sharing our resources when we make sacrifices on behalf 
of another person in the name of Jesus Christ, we do not have to be ashamed. We 
can have joy in knowing that we suffer to help fellow human beings and to help 
them know they are loved by God. 

Whether we find ourselves suffering from our consequences to sin, or whether 
we are suffering on behalf of another person or people, if we are willing to suffer 
for the sake of Christ, we build up our endurance. Endurance toughens us and 
makes us resilient, and that produces good character, a character that ultimately 
leads us to hope and when we find that hope, it tells us we have a fighting 



chance: that all is not lost because we have that hope in Christ; It is hope that 
never disappoints because as the scripture says God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

Where do we find our hope? We find it most often when we suffer, for suffering 
leads us to look for hope in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Are you suffering? 
Are you hurting? Does your heart ache due to sin or does it carry a burden for 
another? Then turn your eyes toward Jesus, hear his message of grace and hope, 
and lean on him for mercy and truth. And let your suffering lead you to the hope 
you are looking for. 


