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Do you remember as a kid or as the parent of kids, buying that box of over- 

sugared cereal like Frosted Corn Flakes or Captain Crunch (two of my favorites) 

not because they were so healthy and nutritious, but because right there on the 

front of the box, it showed what hidden treasure was buried near the bottom of 

the box? 

As a kid, it was always fun to see what prize you could wind up with. I especially 

liked getting the little magnifying glasses. They were little treasures, so it seemed 

to bring a little joy to an otherwise ordinary day. Of course, now that I am older, I 

don’t really pay much attention to those little treasures. But I admit that when 

we do happen to buy a box of cereal that has a prize in it, which is not often, I still 

like to see what lies hidden deep inside the box. 

But hidden treasures are more than little trinkets hidden in a cereal box. They are 

even more than buried treasures either lost long ago, such as a wedding ring or 

picture, and they are not only those things that we wishfully dream about finding 

in our own back yard or at the beach in a treasure chest. 

In fact, they can be people whom we may not always see or maybe even refuse to 

see as being a part of God’s plan. The story of Katherine Johnson, Mary Jackson, 

and Dorothy Vaughn are three such people within our own American history. Do 

you recognize the names? 

The three African American Women joined the National Advisory Committee for 

Aeronautics or NACA for short. It was more commonly called the human- 

computer, primarily females, whose task it was to check the math of the 

engineers (mainly men) responsible for launching the astronauts into space and 

then getting them back home again. 

In the 1960s, as America was just getting into the space race, NASA was looking 

for the brightest and the best. These three women were among them. But 

because of the color of their skin, as well as their gender, they remained hidden 



treasures in our nation until the movie ‘Hidden Figures’ was released just five 

years ago. 

As the movie points out, their role was more than just being a part of the National 

Advisory Committee for Aeronautics; these women, notably Dorothy Johnson, 

were the primary persons responsible for getting not only Colonel John Glenn 

home from his orbit in space. In fact, he would not trust anybody but Mrs. 

Johnson. 

There are so many people like these three women who throughout history have 

been these hidden treasures that have not just been a credit to their race or 

nation or faith, but who have been a credit to the world. They have been an 

integral part of something that has changed the course of history. I think of the 

Code-talkers, a group of Native Americans who helped defeat the Germans in 

WWII by using their native language to send messages to pinpoint the enemy 

locations. 

Biblically speaking, David was also what I would call a hidden treasure. As you 

heard from the reading this morning, God was sorry that he had chosen Saul to be 

the first king of Israel. Though he had started out good, Saul, as God foretold, had 

fallen into the trappings of power and prestige and became corrupt. 

God had decided that it was time for Israel to have a new king, and he knew 

exactly who he would choose. He called Samuel out of retirement to go to 

Bethlehem once again, a tiny village, one of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, 

to the house of Jesse, a sheep farmer who had many sons. The oldest of which 

was Eliab. 

When Samuel arrived, he informed Jesse of what God had called him to do, to 

anoint one of his sons to become the next king. And so, Jesse had them all pass by 

Samuel, beginning with Eliab. Samuel thought. “Surely, he must be the one.” But 

God told Samuel, “No, he is not the one. Do not look upon his appearance or 

height, or stature, for the Lord does not see as mortals see.” Each son that was 

present passed in front of Samuel, only to be rejected by God. Samuel, a bit 

confused, asked Jesse if these were his only sons. 

Jesse responded, “No. I have my youngest boy, David, who is watching the sheep 

in the fields.” Samuel tells Jesse to send for him and have him pass by. 



Not even Jesse, David’s own father, could see what God could see in this small, 

red-headed boy. But this is who God would choose to become Israel’s greatest 

king, the one to begin building the Kingdom of God based on righteousness, not 

wealth or prestige, or even power. 

David would confirm this choice again as he would soon face the Philistine Giant, 

a battle-tested warrior who stood anywhere from about eight feet to close to 

twelve feet tall in a one-on-one battle. With courage and wisdom and a little 

experience of his own from fighting with wild animals, David would take him 

down with a single slingshot to his head. 

How often do we miss something that God has put right in front of us because we 

either just are not used to looking, or in the case of Katherine Johnson, Mary 

Jackson, and Dorothy Vaughn, we refuse to see them for one reason or another? 

Whether it is the color of their skin, their gender, their age, or a given disability, 

so often, people whom God sends our way can often be dismissed because we 

assume they can’t, or we just flat out refuse to believe it could be possible. It is 

like having a buried treasure right in your back yard and while wishing you could 

find a buried treasure, never think to look in your back yard. 

The church, our church, is hoping to reach out and draw people in to come and 

follow Jesus with us, to welcome them into this family of faith, and we are in need 

of people who would indeed be faithful to the mission and ministry of Jesus 

Christ. But are we missing something? 

Could it be that a David or a Katherine is right next door or just down the street, 

and we never thought to invite them to come in, or even worse, had we hoped 

that no one would ever notice? 

In order to see people like David who became a king or Katherine Johnson who 

became an integral part of NASA, the people around them had to see not just 

their strengths and potential to help in the overall objectives of defeating the 

Philistines or bringing astronauts home; they also had to see their needs as fellow 

human beings. 

For Katherine, people complained about her work ethic because it seemed she 

was never at her desk. Finally, her boss called her in and confronted her with her 

absence. That is when she was finally able to get him to hear her problem. Being 



a black woman, she was forced to use the “Colored Only” restroom at Langley 

Research Center. There was only one, and it was not in the building where she 

did her work. It was on the other side of the campus. Not only were Katherine 

and her colleagues hidden, so were their needs. 

But the same was true for David in his battle against the Philistine giant. Samuel 

and Saul both tried to equip the boy with the best military gear they had to offer, 

shield sword, breastplate, helmet, but all of it was too heavy and too big. It may 

have been no problem to wear for anyone else, except for one; no one else was 

chosen except David. David was advised to use his gifts and talents the best way 

he knew how and not let others force their expectations. 

But that is true for all of us; we don’t have to be of minority status necessarily, be 

it color or gender or age, to have our needs, problems, or liabilities missed by 

others. Without even meaning to, people can be clueless about what is 

happening to their neighbors and their core issues because they have never been 

brought to our attention. Not that a person needs to wave a huge flag all the 

time, saying notice me, but neither should they have to fear being able to share 

their concern. 

But sometimes, it is the case that others do not care and do not want to deal with 

the reality of what some have to go through. But that is where we, like Samuel 

and Saul, need to listen and learn rather than to assume that we know it all, or 

like Katherine Johnson’s boss, who even though he may not have cared much 

about her personal needs, knew that for the mission to be accomplished, he 

needed to make a space for her and the other women to take care of personal 

business in a quicker fashion. 

The bottom line is when we take the time to see the hidden treasures of others, 

as well as the hidden problems they may encounter, we wind up doing more not 

just for a few people who may not be just like us, but we do a great more deal in 

our mission to bring about the Kingdom of God. For that is our mission, to build 

up the Kingdom of God. If we have not made that effort, then our mission will 

not be complete. 


