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Have you ever had one of those periods in your life when, as the old saying goes, “When it rains, it 

pours.”? And pour it will, and I am not talking about literal rain, although that can become a part of 

the problem when your septic tank overflows or your basement begins to take on water. Yes, I am 

talking about those matters in life that start to hit you one after another, like 10 to 20-foot waves on 

the sea during a hurricane. Only, in a hurricane, at least in 24 to 48 hours, it will come to an end. But 

when it feels like the devil has dialed up your number and decided that you will be his target, it seems 

like it can go on forever. 

I don’t like to talk about the devil as if this is some supernatural being who is trying to coax us away 

from Jesus, using every evil trick in the book, especially when I am trying to convey the Good News 

of Jesus Christ. I just don’t like to give that kind of organized intellectual power to such a chaotic evil 

mess. But I do believe the power of evil is a force to be reckoned with, and one that can easily 

overwhelm us, like a mighty wind and wave if not for the love and grace of God Almighty in Jesus 

Christ. 

But honestly, sometimes I have felt like I have that target on my back or that weight around my 

shoulders as I try and tread the angry waters of the sea. You think you can swim to a shoreline, but 

you soon realize you’re not that good of a swimmer in these troubled waters. 

It was the way the disciples must have begun to feel as they were tossed about like a toy boat in that 

raging storm. Wondering how much longer they could stay afloat before that big wave finally threw 

them overboard. 

Have you ever been there? Maybe you are there right now. Perhaps it feels like the rough waves of 

life have swamped your boat, and you know something has either got to change or someone, mainly 

yourself, is going down. 

Martin Luther writes about it in his hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” In the third line of the first 

stanza, he writes, “For still our ancient foe, his craft, and power are great and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal.” Repeat: “On earth is not his equal.” But Luther’s song reminds us that 

there is a greater power above all earthly powers that call us to trust in him above all others and 

things. His 4th verse says, “Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill’ 

God’s truth abideth still, his kingdom is forever.” 

When Luther posted his 95 thesis or complaints against the Roman Catholic Church, a target was 

literally on his back. He would be hunted as a wanted criminal, spend time in prison, and be hated by 

his contemporaries. But in writing these words, he was reminded of the God who said, “Behold, I 

make all things new.” And with that, was born the Protestant Church. His hymn reminds us that 

ultimately God is in charge, even in the bad times. 

There is a modern-day song that says the same thing in a different way. I love the song sung by 

Carrie Underwood, “Jesus Take the Wheel.” What a song. It really is about letting God have full 



control of our lives at all times because you never know when an everyday moment can become a 

life-and-death situation. 

Take the day of June 7, 2009, when Security officer Steven Johns went to work and began his day 

just like any other day at the Holocaust Museum only to find that he would not go home to his family 

that day. Instead, he would be gunned down at the entry of the Holocaust Museum in D.C. by a 

Holocaust denier. You know life is full of surprises, and every day is a new dose of reality we face on 

a journey that has yet to unfold. 

It can be tricky, even downright deceitful. We can think that every day is the same, the same routine, 

the same from week to week, month to month, year to year. Nothing really changes but our age. 

Because of that, we easily begin to think we have life mastered. We can get to thinking that we can 

handle just about anything, and most of the time, we probably can and do. 

Yet, in a blink of an eye, life can change. Something can happen even to the best of us, the most 

prepared of us, and we, like those experienced fishermen in today’s gospel lesson, are thrown into 

emotional chaos that we call panic. 

What this sermon is really about today is, Who is Jesus? And where does he belong in our life? But 

the story about the disciples will put it into the context of our everyday lives. 

At the end of this account, the question is asked, “who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey 

him.” It is asked because these disciples have yet to see in Jesus, the full person of God. Though 

they have been with him, though they have traveled the journey of life with him for nearly three years, 

though they have eaten together and prayed together, though they have listened to his teachings, 

they still seem to be in the dark about who this man is, and what it is he has come to do. 

The story begins at an unusual time for the disciples to take a trip on a boat. It is evening, the sun is 

setting, and they are about to head back across the lake at Jesus’ command. 

Maybe it is because it is evening that the disciples take charge; they immediately move to get Jesus 

into the boat, “Just as he was.” You get the sense here that there is a rush. There is no discussion, no 

debate, and Jesus does not say, “Let us go tomorrow.” He simply gets into the boat just as he is. 

But it doesn’t really matter when they go; what matters is where they put their faith. Jesus will point 

this out. As the story progresses, the wind and sea become rough, and the boat is tossed about. 

These fishermen are seasoned fishermen. They have done it all their lives. They have complete 

confidence in their abilities. Still, the power of the chaotic storm is too much even for them. And 

where is Jesus? Like Jonah, in the boat, and he is asleep. It seems to the disciples that he does not 

care. 

He is awakened by those on the boat who are chastising him for his apparent lack of concern. He 

wakes up and begins to order the storm to be still. He brings order to what is chaotic, not only in the 

wind and the waves but also in the chaos in the lives of those on board the boat with him. “Jesus 

asks them, “Why are you afraid?” and “do you still have no faith?” that 1), God is with them, and 2), 

that Jesus is the Son of God - and because he is the Son of God, he has power over the evil and 

chaotic forces that can so easily swamp us. 



For these fishermen, their problem wasn’t that they didn’t have faith; they had plenty of faith, just in 

the wrong person. They had skeptical faith in God. Life was not easy for them, and maybe they 

blamed God like so many do today. 

They trusted Jesus but only in so much as they liked what he had to say and the ideas he shared. 

They trusted him to lead them in a movement, but not in the chaotic storms of their lives. For them, 

their trust only went so far. 

I know many people like that; they trust Jesus only in so much as he was a good teacher, he had 

good things to say. But Son of God, that just can’t be. And as for being in charge, well, that is better 

left up to the experts who have been doing it for so long. 

Of course, there is nothing wrong with having experienced and knowledgeable people; that is a very 

good thing. However, there is a difference between experienced and knowledgeable people who still 

understand that they have not seen everything and can always still learn and someone who truly 

believe they have seen and done it all. 

It is very interesting to watch as these fishermen put Jesus in the back of the boat and almost 

ignored  his presence until they find themselves in a panic. 

How often do we do that in our lives? We are ready and willing to follow Jesus but on our terms and 

conditions. We let him point the way, the way we might let our child point which way path or road 

they want to take to a favorite store, but we do the driving. While the child sits in the back seat, 

trusting that we have all things under control. 

Yet when things move quickly beyond our control, it is human nature to want to blame someone else 

or even God. These disciples are quick to turn to Jesus, whom they have placed in the back and out 

of a leadership role, only to accuse him of being indifferent to their circumstance. 

How many people do you know that have put God on the back burner in their lives or out of the back 

of their minds, thinking that really they have life all figured out, and then when tragedy strikes, they 

are ready to blame God for being cold and indifferent or say if there is a God how could he be so 

cruel. 

But God isn’t cruel, but if you don’t want God in your life, then God does not force himself into it. God 

simply moves where you want him to be. If that is in the back of the boat and asleep, then that is 

where he will be. But when you do that, you open the door for chaos and evil to move in. 

But when we let him in the front of our lives, we truly allow him to lead in every aspect. Then no 

matter what comes our way, we will come safely through, even through the chaos of death. When we 

place our trust in him, he sees us through. 

Methodist Founder John Wesley had a very similar experience as the disciples when he crossed the 

Atlantic coming to America in 1736, they were caught in a storm, and Wesley feared for his life. As 

he gathered with the other passengers, he witnessed a group of Moravians, another group of 

religious protestors looking for religious freedom in America. Through that whole storm, they sat and 

sang hymns of praise and worshiped God in a way that Wesley had never seen. 



Jesus was more than some historical figure you could read about in a bible, and it became clear to 

Wesley that for that group of Moravians, Jesus was in the front of the boat. From that moment on, 

Wesley began to rethink what faith was really all about and to ask the question, Who is Jesus? He is 

not just a good man with a good idea. He is the Son of God, and we really should put him not only in 

the front of the boat but in the front of our lives. 


