
Matthew 10:24-39 

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 

master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household! 

‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say 
to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 

in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of 

your head are all counted. So, do not be afraid; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 

‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me 

before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves 

son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will find it. 
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In his poem, “The Road Not Taken” author Robert Frost describes two roads that look equally appealing to 

follow except for one main difference; one was more traveled than the other. 

The second road, the one less traveled was the one he would choose; why, no one really knows for sure, 

except that maybe it was the path that left room for curiosity of the mind to explore perhaps not just a 

different path, but a different outcome; a different result, which in turn can lead to a new reality. 

After the events of these past few months, the pandemic but more-so the ongoing racial tension that has 

come about because we in America keep choosing to go down an old familiar road that only leads us right 

back to where we started. I can hear the majority of the American people, and perhaps even the whole 

world saying, “We need to take a different road, one that we really have not traveled before because the 

road that we have been on these past four hundred years is not getting us anywhere close to a better place. 

There is certainly a risk to taking a new path, perhaps new challenges we have not yet faced before, but 

within that path also lies the hope, the potential for new outcomes and a new reality that leads us closer 

to the kind of peace and the kind of justice that I believe most people in this world are looking for. 

It is a path that Jesus is trying to tell his disciples to look for and to follow.  He knows that it will not be easy 

for those who will choose to follow him. The student is not above the teacher, nor the servant above the 

master. If they call me Beelzebub, they certainly are not going to treat you any better because you are 

following me down this different path. 

What am I talking about? When we go back and read the first nine chapters of Matthew’s Gospel, we hear 

Jesus trying to appeal to the Jewish people, the people who are called God’s children to begin taking a 

new path. 

The path that the leaders of Jewish Society are leading them down is the same old path that has 

continued to lead them further and further from God. 

Jesus’ call to follow him was not just about reform and refurbishing an old religion. It was a complete 

restructuring based on the original blueprint of God’s Holy Law and covenant. 

What the world had become looked nothing like what God had envisioned originally. In it the poor were 

treated horribly, the stranger in the lands were not welcome, the punishments did 



not match the crimes committed, but worst of all, there was little to no compassion, mercy, 

and empathy for anyone who did not measure up to the standards of the legal authorities, 

the Pharisees, the High Priests, the Sadducees’, and lawyers. 

People were dying from untreated diseases and the leaders were indifferent. If it was not 

affecting them or their families, it did not exist as a problem. 

Jesus was telling his disciples “I have come to make a difference and I want you to take a 

different road and it will not be an easy one to take”. It will cause you great pain but do not 

fear those who can kill the body, but not the soul. Rather be in awe of the one who can kill 

the body and the soul. Do right by God and not just human authority. Follow the path that 

God calls you to and not the same old familiar paths that have led to the corruption the 

world always seems to find itself in. 

A biblical case in point is the case that Jesus calls his disciples' attention to. Look, he says, you 

can buy two sparrows for one penny. To the people of Israel, sparrows were what the poor 

people could purchase to offer their sacrifices, or to eat if that were the case. To everyone 

else, sparrows were basically worthless. I am sure you have heard the old expression, “a 

dime a dozen; In this case, you could purchase almost two dozen for a dime. 

But they are not worthless in God’s sight. Not a one will fall, says Jesus that God will not 

know about it, or not care about. These small little creatures are still a part of God’s great 

creation. And if God cares about them, how much more does God care about you and all of 

humanity in all its diversity, all of its colorful splendor? That is what Jesus was beginning to 

teach his disciples. But he knew that it would be hard for them to grasp the concept because 

they were so used to following that same old road. 

So he tells them, as you begin to travel down this new road, this new way of thinking, you 

need to realize those that are closest to you, your old friends, neighbors, even your own 

family members are going to rail against you. 

But you have to be of courage, you have to believe in me, Jesus tells them. Trust that what I 

am telling you is the truth. And even as I tell you things in secret, you must proclaim from 

the rooftops. Don’t shy away from me because it gets tough. 

Our world is in a world of hurt and we have been down this road before, in fact, we seem 

to have been here several times. But each time we return, it seems to be worse. Perhaps 

because we keep making the same mistakes over and over again. 

But Jesus is telling us to take a new path, a different direction. We who have a privileged 

advantage point just based on the color of our skin need to look up and see the true full value 

of other human beings that do not look like us or sound like us. America has demonstrated 

over the past four hundred years our insane desire to dominate, especially in our white 

culture 



as if that were our God-given right. But it is no more our right to dominate over other 

peoples than it was right for the Jewish and Roman leaders of Jesus day to treat all others as 

if they were less valuable then a couple of sparrows. Furthermore, that kind of thinking has 

gotten us nowhere. 

That is not at all what God intends. And those who continue to follow down that path will 

meet their end. As Jesus says, those who only seek to gain their life will lose it, but those who 

will lose their life for my sake will find it. 

Following Christ is not about following the biggest crowd, or the loudest crowd or the crowd 

with the most money, the most toys, Following Christ is about following the ways that seek 

to bring about a real sense of peace established in a real sense of Justice for all. It is about 

loving one another as God has loved us. 

It is not about one group of people having a distinct advantage over any other, but that we 

all strive to work together in peace and for peace. A peace that looks out for each other a 

justice that stands up for each other, and a justice that also calls us to have compassion and 

hope for even the ones who do stray away. 

Often, following Jesus means taking the road no one has taken before. That is what real 
Christianity looks like. We choose the road less traveled because it is the one we must take 
by faith. 

 


