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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. God called the light Day and the darkness, he called Night, and 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. ….. 

Vs. 26 Then God said, Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 

So, God created humankind in the image of God, in the image of God, they were 

created; male and female God created them. God blessed them, and God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air and over every 

living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is upon the face of the earth, and every tree with seed in 

its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to 

every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 

has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so 

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed it was very good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
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As the great baseball player and manager, Yogi Berra, once said, “It is Déjà vu all 

over again.” That is certainly what it is feeling like here in the year 2020. Not only 

with a world-wide pandemic taking well over 300,000 lives in just less than four 

months, with no cure yet, but also with the political and civil unrest that as of 

now has culminated in the brutal killing of a man who had already been detained, 

cuffed, and essentially secured.  And it was caught on video for the whole world 

to see. 

That killing has gone “viral”. And yes, I do mean that in a literal sense because it, 

like the Covid-19 virus, has now spread around the world. And it is forcing us to 

come face to face with an old problem that we have had in this country since the 

beginning of our formation. 

It is the problem of racism, and the notion that just because someone is not 

white, that person can be legally treated like a mad dog, killed on the spot, 

without any course for a fair trial, or a fair sentence had it been called for. The 

only thing he was accused of was passing a fake $20.00 bill. George Floyd, 

whether he was innocent or guilty of that crime, a crime that never would have 

gotten the death penalty, but he never even got the chance for a fair trial.  

Today is Peace with Justice Sunday. It is a Sunday which we in the United 

Methodist Church recognize every year at this time, to raise awareness that our 

world is not perfect. It is not as God created it and we always have work to do. 

This is why John Wesley the principal founder of Methodism would often say, we 

are moving on towards perfection. And that is what we continue to do. 

The idea of a Peace with Justice Sunday started after the Civil-Rights movement of 

the 1960s when African American men, women, and children took to the streets 



to demand equal justice for all. That led to the rise of an African-American Baptist 

Minister from Birmingham Alabama, by the name of Martin Luther King Jr. to take 

the mantle and begin to lead not just his race but a whole nation of people in 

seeking real justice with real peace. 

He led them through a means of non-violent protests like civil marches, sit-ins, 

rallies, and the like. To be sure others wanted to bring about change through a 

more violent means. But Luther had a vision which he successfully shared with 

people of all races that we could all live one day as equals, as one people. 

Because that is the way that God created us. 

But apparently, as we witness right now in the year 2020. There are enough 

biblically ignorant people living in our nation who fail to understand God’s 

creative act. 

There are so many who fail to know the Bible. How many of you would agree that 

when God created humankind, He created Mankind in his image? 

If you agree with that, then maybe you are one who does not know the Bible as 

well as you think. Let us look at that passage again. Even if you are using a King 

James Version passed down to you from your great, great Grandfather, I will tell 

you right now, that is not what it says. 

Here it is Genesis 1: 26 “God said, Let US make (and if you want to keep the word 

man-kind, I will allow that, though it does truly mean- all of humanity) Let us 

make humanity, in OUR likeness. 

And listen to what it says they are to have dominion over. Dominion here does 

not mean to have power and control over something or someone but rather 

stewardship in partnership with God. They are to have stewardship over- birds of 

the air, fish of the sea, cattle and wild animals and every creeping thing, 

And then that is what God did, “God created them male and female. God created 

us, them.” 

Let me unpack that so that you may be enlightened. And I begin by asking this 

question. What do you suppose God means when God says, Let US make 

humanity in our likeness? The text does not say, and it never has said, let me 

make human beings in MY image. There is no singular pronoun there. 



Notice here, that from the Hebrew scriptures, or the Old Testament as some of 

you may understand it, God never refers to God’s self as either male or female 

and this may be the real mind-blower here, God does not even refer to God’s self 

as a singular person or being.  It is in a plural form. 

So, I ask again, what do you think this could mean? Here is a theological position 

based upon the scripture that we see right in front of our eyes; God does not 

represent any one of us, but rather God is the foundation for all of humanity. 

That is to say, all of us together are made in God’s Holy Image. Now, let me say 

that another way. Not anyone of us, not any one race, and not any one gender 

can truly reflect the Holy image of God until we have learned from God how to do 

it together. We are only in God’s image when we work together as one people. 

Not one tribe, not one nation, but one people. 

If my proposition is correct, then I believe that none of us will ever see the full 

holiness of God until we have learned how to live together as one. 

Now you may ask, Pastor, what about all the other people who do not believe in 

our Christian beliefs? To that, I will say two things.  1. We may not see all people 

coming together as one in our lifetimes. We most certainly have a way to go to 

understand what God has done by creating us in the collective image of the Holy 

God. But that does not mean that we give up trying to know who God is. We keep 

working at it or as John Wesley said, we are moving on toward perfection. 

When we do try but fail, I believe that is where Grace intercedes, and the 

Holy Spirit intercedes to guide us forward. If we pay attention to it. 

The second thing I’ll say is this, Christ commanded his original 12 disciples to 

go into all the world and make other disciples, baptizing them, (meaning here 

to initiate them) and teach all others to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. 

What was Jesus constantly teaching his disciples? All the lessons that Jesus 

taught throughout his three-year ministry can be summed up in the last week of 

his life. 

1. Do justice – treat one another, especially the poor, the widows, the 

orphans, fairly. Do not take advantage of anybody but especially these for 

monetary gain. (He did this as he overturned the money tables.) 



 

2. Love one another - The lesson of the foot-washing just before they shared 

that last supper was done for a specific reason. Those twelve disciples did 

not start out as a close-knit group. Most of them spent more time fussing 

at each other and wondering who was the most favored, than trying to 

work together. Jesus was trying to get them to see, just what that meant. 

His last teachable moment of what loving one another looked like would 

be his sacrificial death. This is what true righteousness looks like. 

 
3. Walk humbly with God – To walk humbly with God means to go where God 

leads you and to do so gracefully, not in arrogance. Too many Christians 

today believe that being a Christian means that you should be loud and 

proud and tell others it’s either my way or the highway.” To act in such a 

way as to be in antithesis to the previous point. 

 
4. Love God – When Jesus said “Love me” he wasn’t just referring to his 

personhood, or his title as “Son of God”, what Jesus was referring to was 

to love God in all of God’s creative forms. So, it is not just to love the 

“Guy in the Sky, but it means to love all that God has created. That most 

certainly includes all of humanity that has been created in the Holy image 

of God. If you do not see that, then you cannot call yourself a Christian, 

but what I said, is the goal that we are all working towards. 

 
5.  Forgive one another – here is where the last lesson comes in. From the 

cross, Jesus said, “Abba, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

In order for us to live as believers in Jesus, we must live with this principal 

lesson in mind, it is to be forgiving. Again, John Wesley, in his sermon 

“Almost a Christian” claimed that even he, himself was not yet a Christian, 

but almost a Christian. He confesses that he struggled with all the 

demands to be “One with God” but this is where he would say that we are 

“going on toward perfection.” 

 
That is each and every day is a new day to try again. To be a little bit better 

of a human being that God created you to be. Not legally righteous but 



morally, ethically, and humanly in tune with God’s commandments which is 

what Jesus reiterates over and over again in his lifetime. 

That brings me back to the point of today’s sermon, Peace with Justice, and just 

what God means when God says,” Let us create them in our image.” 

Anytime anyone of us looks at another human being based on the color of their 

skin, the gender of their sex, or based on the stereotypes we view them with and 

decide that they are not human, that they are other than, or that they are 

something that God has ordained us to have dominion over, then we have grossly 

misunderstood God’s word. 

And remember what I said about dominion at the beginning it is not about having 

control or power over anything. But rather it is about being a steward in 

partnership with God to manage and help God’s creation to be all that it can be. 

So even when there are people who must be incarcerated, even then, the 

purpose of dominion is not to “control them” but rather to work with them in 

God’s way to reform, guide, redirect, so that when they do re-enter society, they 

truly become one with the humanity God created. 

Peace with justice means that we establish justice through peaceful means. And 

to follow Christ-to be a believer is not about being loud and proud and 

condemning others because they don’t look like you, act like you, or think like 

you. Treating others this way is not living in the image of God, no matter who 

you are. 

Being Christian means doing what Christ says, “Love one another, even as he has 

loved you.” 


