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When it comes to boasting or bragging, most people tend to brag about how 
good they are, or the accomplishments they have made, or how much money 
they have acquired.  At least that is most people who indulge in boasting unless 
you are like Captain Quint and Hooper, who on their first voyage out to find the 
great white shark responsible for killing the young swimmer in the movie "Jaws," 
find themselves in a boasting contest, not about their achievements or the 
amount of money they have made, but rather about the scars they have and how 
they got them. But, of course, it is Captain Quint, the veteran Sea Captain, who 
wins the contest with one scarred arm.   

Come to think of it; it seems that I have been in a few of those contests myself, 
bragging as Paul insinuates, about nothing.  In fact, what he actually says in Ch. 12 
is, "It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions 
and revelations of the Lord." What Paul was talking about in his boasting was kind 
of like Captain Quint and Hooper; In his proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ, he 
boasts about what amount to the number of his near-death experiences.   

You can almost visualize Paul raising his robe showing the scar of the one that 
almost got him.  He had been imprisoned, flogged, stoned, and the list goes on.   
But as he said, all of this really amounts to nothing.  But he then goes on to talk 
about a man, who he will not name (but it doesn't take much to realize he is still 
talking about himself.) who has an experience, not of near death, but a vision or 
revelation from Jesus.   

Paul does not want to say that he has experienced this vision because he does not 
want the focus to be on him but rather on the glory of Jesus. After all, it is Christ 
who has called him to deliver a message, and it is Christ who has given him the 
vision just as it has been Christ who has kept him alive and Christ who will keep 
him going.   

Paul shares this story, not because he wants to boast about himself, but rather 
about who he is and what it is he is able to do.  Paul says he was called up into 



Paradise and able to see things no living person had ever seen before. But he 
can't explain it.  He doesn't really know why God had chosen him.  

In light of that, the only thing that Paul can boast about himself is his own 
weaknesses.  No one knows for sure what Paul is referring to when he speaks of 
his weaknesses.  Notice he said weaknesses as in many and not just one.   

It was in chapter 11 that Paul has already confessed that he was not a good 
speaker.  But there could have been, and I am almost sure that there were other 
"weaknesses" that Paul embodied."   

He can boast about them not because he is proud of them or that he wants to 
show them off, but rather because it is through them that Christ's love is able to 
shine.   

He tells his readers that three times he had prayed that the Lord might take away 
these weaknesses or sins, or character flaws or whatever they were, but all three 
times, he heard the voice of the Lord say to him. "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness." Just like the only way that the power of 
Jesus' resurrection can be made real in our lives is through his own death.  Power 
made perfect through the weakness of death; it is the power of love made perfect 
through our weaknesses.  

When it comes to boasting, Paul is absolutely right.  He could boast all day and all 
night about all of the adventures he had been on and the number of near-death 
experiences, and who knows, maybe even a shark bite or two.  But they would all 
amount to nothing.   

But what he can boast about, and what you and I might consider boasting about, 
is how the grace of Almighty God in Jesus Christ has been sufficient for us, even in 
our weakest moments.  Our weaknesses, our sin, our brokenness can never out- 
shadow God's loving grace.   

When we allow it into our lives, it removes the stains, and heals the wounds, and 
brings us into the fold with other neer-do-wells who really don't have a whole lot 
to brag about regarding themselves but could go on all day about what Jesus 
Christ has done for them.  



As we share in this Sacrament of Holy Communion, remembering the body and 
blood of Jesus sacrificed on the cross at Calvary for our sake, may we find our true 
reasons to boast in the Power of God's grace.   


