
July 19, 2020 11:00 a.m. 

Return to Worship Drive-in Service 

(Please remember to stay in your car, bathrooms are NOT available) 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Greeting 

L: This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P: This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

L: The hour is coming, and now is, when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

P: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him, 
bless his name! 

 
Unison Prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, you 
created us for yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they find rest in you. Grant to us 
such piety of heart and strength of purpose that no selfish passion may hinder us from 
knowing your will, and no weakness from doing it. In your light may we see life clearly and, in 
your service, find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn #127   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 1st & last verses) 

 
Scripture Matthew 13:24-30 

 
Sermon “Variations on a Theme Part 1” 

 
Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 



#127   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (1st & last verses) 
 

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this 

barren land. I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with thy 

powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me 

till I want no more; feed me till I want no more. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious 

fears subside; death of death and hell’s destruction, land me safe 

on Canaan’s side. Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will 

ever give to thee; I will ever give to thee. 

 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 13:24-30 
 
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and then went away. So, when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has 
done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; 
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow 
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned but gather the wheat into my barn.”



Variations on a Theme, Part 1 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Rev. L. Bryan McClain 

 
I don’t know how many of you are great fans of classical music from Beethoven to Bach, to John Williams, but 

in the case of the all three, from the early classical periods to the great classic movie themes such as Jaws, to 

all umpteen episodes of the Star Wars sagas, it is the music that these men wrote that gives life to a variety of 

sounds and rhythms based off of an original piece. You will probably hear it best in this John Williams score 

created for the movie Star Wars. 

What is a variation? A variation is taking an idea, whether it is in music or a literary work, or perhaps even in 

one’s own life, and either creating or, as it pertains to life, seeing in it what is called a leitmotif, or a string of 

commonality that tends to repeat itself in various forms or a thought that runs through a story being told. 

For instance, when you listen to a piece written by Beethoven or Bach or Williams, you will hear throughout 

the piece the same melodic line played in a variety of styles and timing. It will be different enough that you say 

to yourself, it sounds familiar. 

Or take the thread that may through the course of one’s life. There is a reason that you will hear some people 

say that if it weren’t for bad luck, I would have no luck at all. Remember that from Hee Haw?  The theme is 

bad luck, no matter what the situation is, the specifics of it, they always see in their life nothing but bad luck. 

For some people, it is like a broken record. 

Others will play a variation of good luck in their lives. They are the ones that it seems to others and perhaps 

even themselves, no matter how bad things get, and they always seem to land on their feet. They come out 

smelling like roses. 

Well, in Matthew’s Gospel, especially as we get into chapter 13, Jesus teaches the crowds using not only a 

common tool known to us as a parable, but it is the common thread of seeds and sowers and weeds told in a 

variety of ways. It is a variation on a theme of parables to speak to a specific group of people in his time. Yet, 

it is still a message that speaks down through the ages to reach our ears today, much like the music of 

Beethoven or Bach, and like Beethoven or Bach, we either hear it and like it or at least appreciate it, or we do 

not. We just don’t get it. 

Jesus takes the parable of the sower and the seed, and he changes it ever so slightly to get across yet another 

lesson about the Kingdom of God. I think it uses this theme of Sower, Seed, and soil because it is something 

that is a common denominator for everyone from peasant to Priest in his society will understand. They all 

have seen and maybe even participated in sowing seeds. 

It is something they can visualize from several different angles. From being the one who sows and then waits 

to see what comes up, to the having to be the one who separates the grain from the weeds, to having to burn 

the chaff to storing the grain. 

No matter what your position in life was, you knew what Jesus was talking about when he spoke about sowers 

and seeds and good soil versus bad soil, and good fruit versus bad fruit. 



Today’s variation that Jesus creates as he tells his parable is a sower, who, in this variation, is God, and God 

sows the seed. It is good seed, and the seed, in this case, is humanity that is meant to bear good fruit. That is, 

it is intended to bear the likeness of God or the fruits of righteousness. 

And this is all a good thing until someone else comes along and sows in the weeds. You know, that stuff that 

gets into your garden that you don’t want, and if left long enough, it sort of takes over. It sucks away the vital 

nutrients the good plants would get, it overshadows the beauty of the good plants, and it can also destroy the 

otherwise good fruit if that good plant is not a healthy plant. 

That is why the servants of the master sower ask, should they go in and rip out the weeds, but as you may 

know, doing that sometimes can rip the good plant up right along with it. So they are told to leave them in 

and let them grow alongside the good fruit (which can explain my garden anytime.) And when the harvest 

time comes, then take them all out together, but the weeds burn and the good fruit, save. 

Jesus is saying this is what the Kingdom of God is like. But if you are listening carefully, you may have heard 

something that sounds more like life on earth. If that is what you heard, you just heard another variation on a 

theme. Because part of the Kingdom of God is life on earth, that is why we say in the Lord’s Prayer; Hallowed 

be thy name, thy will be done, on earth as it is in the Kingdom of heaven. 

What happens here on earth definitely impacts our life in the grander scheme of heaven. For life on earth is 

definitely a part of it, it is not the total, but this is where it begins. And it is only time, God, and trusting faith 

that leads us through. If we hold on to it, it sees us through; otherwise, the fruit we could have born for good 

winds up getting choked out by the weeds that are also here sucking away our attention and our life from 

what God meant for good. 

To be the seed that grows, to be the strong plant that can stand up against the toughest weed and still 

produce good fruit, the fruit of righteousness, the fruit of faithfulness, kindness, gentleness, goodness, love, 

joy, peace and patience, is having the patience to wait on God. It has the ears to hear God’s call and the eyes 

to see God’s direction when all others seem to be pointing in directions that would lead us away from God. 

The central theme I hear in today’s parable is just that; it is patience. We are here on this planet living side by 

side with some very good plants, bearing some very fine fruit, but in between us are also some pretty nasty 

weeds. It certainly feels as though they are here solely to take us away from the source of life-giving water and 

nutrients that will feed us along the way. What can we do about it? 

Jesus is clear; we must be patient, trust that God will not leave us, and God will continue to nurture us even as 

we make our way through a pandemic or confront the evils of social injustice. Not just so we can be 

comforted, but that we may also be the ones who can strengthen and encourage others with faith and hope, 

and love. Who knows, we may even turn a few bad weeds into some potentially good fruit. 

Have you ever heard of Poke Salad? When I was a kid, and we had a farm, we would go out to our garden to 

pick the vegetables and fruits we had planted. I remember being down there with my mom and dad one time, 

and they noticed a plant they had not planted. It looked like a tall weed with big broad leaves. I thought that 

was precisely what it was, a weed. 

But mom and dad said, no, that is not a weed, it is poke salad. If you have never heard of it, it is a wild plant 

that at least grew in Mississippi, and it was something you could pick and eat. And of course, I have since 

learned that you can also eat dandelions. 



I tell you that to illustrate the point that Jesus means for us to be the fruit that bears good fruit so that those 

who right now think that they are nothing more than a bad weed can be some very good fruit. 

You see, there is more than one way to see this parable, and that my friend is just another variation on a 
theme. The point that Jesus makes to his disciples is that as we live in this world, we will always have the 
weeds that spring up where we are, but we cannot let those bad weeds bring us down. We must remain firm 
in our faith that we are meant to be more than just a spoiled weed. God has given us the greatest gift, his 
love, his grace, his peace, his joy, his hope, and the best thing we can do with those precious gifts is live by 
them and share them. How we do that may very well be a variation on a theme told not in parables but rather 
in how we live our lives. 


