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When you think about community, what do you believe community to be?  That is 
what is it that makes you feel like you are in community?  I think we all have 
perhaps a slightly different take on what it means.   

How we see community has a lot to do with how we see ourselves.  What we look 
like, what we wear, what we make, who we are around, or who we hope to be 
around.  It may also have to do with what we believe or the values we hold to.   

What stretches our understanding of community, perhaps to a breaking point, is 
when we are asked to consider others, not like us, not holding similar interests, 
likes, experiences, values, and to allow them, whoever they may be, into our 
space that we call community.   

Some will say that we cannot be in an authentic community unless we all think 
alike, believe the same things, agree in principle on the same values, and reflect 
similar lifestyles.  You know, the old saying birds of a feather flock together.  
While that may be true, those birds still have to find rest in trees often home to 
other birds.   

So community is something of an anomaly; there really is no defined rule on how 
it forms other than customs and traditions.   

As he begins this letter, James must bear in mind that it is not to individuals but 
instead to what is essentially a new community.  Christianity has never been 
about people doing their individual thing.  It is about being a community.  But 
what defines this community isn’t anything tangible or physical but rather a 
matter of faith. A faith that is called to put into practice works not of ritualistic 
practices but rather works that reflect the power of God’s love.  

That is a power that overrides the human tendency to, as I have said, flock 
together like birds.   

James writes not to just one community but several. He calls it the twelve tribes 
in the dispersion.   He is not just talking about the tribes of Israel, but he is 



referring to all peoples who have claimed this faith in Christ.  The twelve tribes 
refers to the complete number or all.  And in that reference, they all become a 
part of the people of God or one community in Christ.   

Back when the church first began, that could not be truer.  There were not all of 
the denominations and sects and off-branches that you have today.  There was 
only the one church.  The breakdown of that was not God’s doing but humanity’s 
struggle to understand what living in God’s community meant. 

I think James’ letter is an appeal for all Christians, no matter who they are, or 
where they are from, nor what background they have, or the money they make to 
work together to live in this new understanding of community.   

This continues to be something that we Christians are called to live into today.  
We are no more called to live segregated lives by income or race, gender, or 
ethnic background than we are called to live our lives individualistically, looking 
out for number one. Instead, we are called to become inclusive to one another 
through our relationship to Christ, who calls us to love one another.   

The questions “Are any among you suffering?” takes us back to the 2nd verse in 
chapter one as he addresses the 12 tribes; “My brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance, and let endurance have its full effect, so 
that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.”    

“Are any among you sick? Let them call for the elders, and the Lord will raise 
them up. And anyone who has sinned will be forgiven, therefore confess your sins 
to one another and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  The prayer 
of the righteous is powerful and effective. “  

James is essentially telling us that as faithful followers of Christ, we are meant to 
live in a community, not of color or income, not even of creed. Still, instead, we 
are to live in a community where our faith in God is not only shared in worship 
but most importantly in how we treat one another, how we lift each other up 
despite whatever differences we may have physically or visually.   

The power of our prayers comes from truly loving our neighbors, the least of 
those in our midst—even those who do not always walk in our footsteps. 



A perfect example of that is in the Gospel of Mark 9: 38- 41. 

When John says to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him because he was not following us.”  Did you hear 
that?  John was telling Jesus that person over there was not doing exactly like we 
are doing.  That person over there does not look like any of us.  That person over 
there, we do not know.   We tried to stop him because he is not one of us. 

But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a deed of power in my 
name will be able to soon afterward to speak evil of me.  Whoever is not against 
us is for us.  For truly I tell you, whoever gives a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose reward.” 

The power of faith in God calls us to a different kind of community.  It is a 
community that is reflected in how we extend the grace and love to God to 
others, no matter who they are.  It is not about what we look like or how much 
we have or do not have. It is not a status thing.   It is a love God and love your 
neighbor thing.  

James gets to that point as he tells us right in the center of this passage today that 
we are to show our great faith by praying together for others, healing, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.  For renewal.  We must confess our sins together, 
and we must forgive one another from the bottom of our hearts.  That is true 
Christian community because what it really calls us to do is trust God and trust 
one another. 

In October, we hope to hold the first Unity in the Community Event that 
celebrates the diversity we all live in here on the Northern Neck and the Unity of 
God’s presence and love that holds us together.   

It is meant to help us understand that we may be different in some ways, maybe 
even many ways.  Still, we all belong to the same God, and therefore, we are of 
the same family, just as the twelve tribes of the dispersion were of the same 
family.  

To get through any trial or suffering, we must learn to see this. That is what will 
help us to endure and become mature and complete.   


