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Today, we remember, and we celebrate the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. We do that 

because the act of baptism plays a very significant role in our spiritual life. 

And you might say to me, "Pastor, why is that?" After all, persons are not baptized every week 

or even once a month. Not even once a year, as we may see in the case of celebrating Holy 

Communion. With Holy Communion, depending on which Christian tradition you are in, you 

will see it celebrated anywhere from once a year to once a week. But baptism is something 

that almost every Christian Tradition claims to allow believers to take place only once in their 

life. 

What may be even more confusing is that both of these sacraments of the Church are what we 

call a means of grace. Allow me a teaching moment here. A means of grace is a gift from God 

that brings us into God's presence and God's community or Kingdom. 

To make it a little more relatable, we all got here to Church this morning by one means or 

another. Most of us got here by vehicle. That is, we got into our car or truck, and we began 

driving down certain roads depending on where we live in the community only to arrive here 

to be a part of this worshipping Church. Or we are sitting at home, and we tuned into 

Facebook via this live feed that we are now doing, or maybe we have tuned in later in the day 

or perhaps this week to experience this time of worship. 

But no matter how you got here or when you got here, you are here at least in spirit by one 

means or another. The means of grace that God gives to us are vehicles of the Holy Spirit that 

God offers us to not just come to Church but to become a part of the Church, or the Ecclesia. 

Ecclesia means more than just a building; it means the worshiping community of the family of 

God. 

Baptism is our gateway into officially becoming a part of this great family of believers in God. 

It's how we begin our journey. 

While there are churches that believe that you must be baptized a certain way or no earlier 

than a certain age, and some people feel that maybe their first baptism did not take properly, 

generally speaking, we only go through one physical baptism. Just like we only have to 

experience one birth to enter into a family or this life, we only have one baptism to enter into 

God's holy family. 



Whereas Communion is a more common reminder that we are a part of that family, week 

after week or month after month, sometimes it can be day after day. That is more like being 

called into breakfast, or lunch, or supper as a part of a family, which is what we are reminded 

of every time we sit down around a table with those whom we know and love; when we agree, 

and even we do not, we are still apart of the same family. 

But we are talking about baptism this morning. Precisely we are talking about Jesus' baptism 

and why it is so important. If not for Jesus' baptism, we would not begin to know how we 

might be able to come to God. It would be like not having a vehicle or even a road map to 

know where we are going. 

Before Jesus officially begins his ministry, he comes to John to be baptized. Jesus comes not to 

claim anything for himself, but to allow God to claim him for God's self. That is to say that 

when Jesus comes to be baptized, it is to give himself completely to God but also to grow fully 

into God. 

For many of us as Christian people, we do not usually understand when we are being baptized, 

whether we are kids or adults. But as we hopefully grow and mature in our faith and 

understanding, we see it more clearly as we go along. The Holy Spirit, through this means of 

grace, brings us closer and closer to God. 

Jesus, when he is baptized, he comes up out of the water, and the voice of God is heard 

saying, "this is my Son, with whom I am well pleased." Again, baptism is God's act of claiming. 

When we are baptized, we are claimed by God. We are his, and it is an act with which we can 

be sure that God is pleased. 

But it does not stop there. For baptism does not only give us an identity as children of God, 

but it also provides us with a heritage and a purpose. It is one thing to be a child in a family, 

but like most children, they are learning or should be learning who they are as they grow up. 

Through trial and tribulation, hitting bumps along the way, as well as successes, they learn 

who they are, who their family is, what matters, and what their core values are. 

Because of that baptism and the promise of the Holy Spirit, we are guided to discover even 

more who we are, what our purpose is, and how we might go about living it out. But of 

course, we also struggle with our human side to do our own thing. For Jesus, this all plays out 

in his temptation in the deserted place where he is tested. Jesus does this not to prove 

himself to God, but to show us how to lean on God in those challenging times. God has given 

us another gift, and that is his Holy Word. That is, when we feel like we are lost in our 

struggles, we can turn to scripture and the vehicle of prayer to show us the way. 

Sometimes, we may get it wrong, but that is why we are always invited back to the table of 

Grace, Holy Communion, to remember that Christ gave his life so that we may always have a 



seat in the family of God, we can always come back and be redirected, and 

start afresh, always with hope. As we strive to live up to and into our 

purpose, whatever that may be. But whatever it is, it is always bearing 

witness to the power and love of God and his praise. 

That is our ultimate purpose as baptized members of this and any church. 

So, baptism not only brings us to know God, but it brings us into the family of 

God, and it helps us to learn our purpose, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, 

when we allow it to enter into our hearts fully, it guides us in the paths we 

are to take.  And like Jesus' experience in that deserted place, they can often 

be difficult. But the one thing you can count on as one who is baptized is that 

God through the Holy Spirit will always be with you. 

While we may only have one baptism in our lifetime, we still take time at 

least once a year to remember our baptism. Maybe we may take a dash of 

water and sprinkle our heads, or as we wash our face in the morning, we do 

so saying the words, I am a child of God's. I belong to God. My aim today is to 

please him in fulfilling my purpose in this life. 

It is essential to remember our baptism because it is important to remember 

that we belong to God and that God has a plan and a purpose for us, which 

will help us see it through. All we have to do is let the Holy Spirit in. 
 


