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In the late 1980s, when I was fresh out of college and working as a camp counselor at Camp 

Hopewell, I first heard the haunting lyrics of a song that became so popular, it sent the rock 

band into unforgettable stardom. They would forever be a band with a distinctive sound and 

style, but even more than that, they would be a band that always had a prophetic voice and 

even one of proclamation. The Irish Rock band that never wanted to be classified into the 

contemporary Christian category wrote songs about justice, righteousness, and yes, most 

certainly faith and the desire to find it. 

That was no more evident in their music than in this song of 1987 that mesmerized me so. “I 

Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.” 

Here is the last verse in this song. “I believe in the Kingdom Come, then all the colors bleed 

into one, bleed into one, but yes, I’m still running. You broke the bonds, you loosed the 

chains, carried the cross of my shame, of my shame, you know I believe it, but I still haven’t 

found what I’m looking for, but I still haven’t found what I’m looking for.” 

That song still intrigues me. Not just for its unique sound but for its lyrics that cut to the chase 

of what I believe most people who truly seek to follow the light of God. Who seek to know 

and do what is right. They, and I, want to know who it is that we can follow. 

Of course, we see this light in the historical Jesus, the one who came and died our death on 

that cross so long ago. But in Jesus, who is not only our savior but also our example, the one 

who continues to shine that light for all who are willing to follow. The question I hear Bono, 

the lead singer, asking is where can we find that now? In whom do we see that example now? 

I still haven’t found what I am looking for. It begs the question, if we are not finding it, what 

then are we looking for? Have we forgotten what we are to look for? Have we forgotten the 

scripture that points to “The Son of Man”? 

In today’s Gospel lesson in John chapter one, and even in the earlier verses, Jesus begins 

calling his disciples. The first two are following John the Baptist as John introduces them to 

Jesus. They want to know where it is that Jesus is staying, and Jesus’s words to them are 

“Come and See,” and from that point on, they leave John and follow Jesus. John has done his 

job. But what we are left wondering as the reader is, what did they see? What were they 

looking for and hopefully found? 



The next story in chapter one is where Andrew discovers Jesus and goes and tells his brother, 

Simon, whom Jesus will call Cephas or Peter which means Rock. In this story, it is Jesus that 

see’s something in Simon that Simon does not see in himself at that time. But what you and I 

begin to see is that this Jesus is able to see things that we cannot. He is omnipotent, “All- 

knowing.” He tells Peter, “Upon this rock, I will build my church.” 

And then we come to Jesus as he returns to his hometown of Galilee, where he finds Philip, 

who also sees something in Jesus that he, perhaps, did not expect to find. Something 

remarkable, something sane and just and refreshing, and hopeful, that Philip was able to 

identify as none other than the Messiah. The anointed one of God. He is so excited that he 

goes and tells his friend, Nathaniel. 

But Nathaniel is not so easily impressed. When Philip tells him to come to see Jesus of 

Nazareth, son of Joseph, Nathaniel asks the question, “Can anything good come from 

Nazareth?” The response automatically tells us that the reputation of Nazareth is not a good 

one. Not in general anyway. 

But to get beyond what it is that Nathaniel sees here, we, the reader, have to think back to the 

first few verses of John’s Gospel, “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God 

and the Word was God.” You see, Jesus is not just the son of a carpenter named Joseph; he is 

the Son of the most-High God. 

It is not until Jesus acknowledges Nathaniel with words that show him that Jesus knows who 

he is, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit” that Nathaniel becomes more 

intrigued. “Where did you get to know me?” he asks Jesus. “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” 

We do not know what was going on under that fig tree or even where or when that might 

have taken place, but what Jesus is telling Nathaniel is, I know who you are, and I see the good 

in you. Nathaniel could have chosen to do something illegal or immoral, or unethical. But he 

did not because it simply was not right, not in the eyes of God. But with no one being there to 

witness it, no one would ever believe him, so he kept it to himself. But Jesus saw it.  Jesus 

knew the good that Nathaniel had done, not for his own honor and glory, but rather for the 

glory of God. When Nathaniel realized that that is what Jesus saw, he was able to see Jesus for 

what and who he truly was, The Son of God, the Glory of God. 

I come back to the song by U2, and the search that the song leads us on, ‘have we found what 

we are looking for?’ I know for most, if not all of us, we have felt the presence of God; we 

have held the hand of God. We know that he has broken the bonds of our chains. But, in all of 

that, have we found what it is we are looking for? 



What do you think it was that Nathaniel was looking for in the Messiah? 

Wasn’t it someone who knew him, understood him? Wasn’t he looking for 

someone who didn’t just sell you with a lot of B. S. (bull snot) but who 

genuinely was true and righteous, even more so than Nathaniel himself? 

They say you should never judge a book by its cover, which Nathaniel does 

first with Jesus. “Nazareth? Can anything good come from Nazareth?” How 

many times do we do that with people in general, but especially with people 

of different social-economic backgrounds, education levels, or cultures? Or 

people from across town or that other county or that other country? And 

before we get to know them or allow them to get to know us, we have 

made a judgment that rarely we ever take back? 

For Nathaniel, as good a man as he was, he reveals to Jesus his own 

misgivings, his own distrust, his own shortcomings, and still, Jesus makes his 

way into Nathaniel’s life to let him know who he is. Instead of casting a harsh 

judgment for what Nathaniel may be lacking, Jesus affirms the righteousness 

that he sees in him. 

All of us in this world are looking for someone or something. But what is it 

that we are looking for? Are we looking for truth? Are we looking for 

something genuine? Are we looking for real leadership? What are we looking 

for in terms of justice and righteousness? Are we willing to keep searching for 

it until we see it in our own world, or are we willing to accept a cheap 

replacement in its place when we feel like it cannot be found? 

Jesus is the real thing. Furthermore, Jesus, who comes to baptize us with the 

Holy Spirit, continues to pour out his spirit on his people, his followers, his 

disciples every day; he tells Nathaniel, “You will see greater things than 

these, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

In essence, when we turn not just our eyes but our more so our hearts and 

minds to Jesus and we practice what he teaches, I believe we will find what it 

is we are all looking for both in ourselves and in one another. It is nothing 

less than the love of God. I know that is what I am looking for; it is nothing 

less than the love of God in our humanity. But if we lose our focus on God, 

the Son of God - where our faith should be, then it is all too easy to miss 

everywhere else, including in each other. 


