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A message from the Pastor... 

“I am about to do something new.  See, I have already begun!  Do you 
see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness.  I will create riv-
ers in the dry wasteland.”  Isaiah 43:19 NLT 
 
Whether you generated a color-coded list of goals, dreams, and an ex-
ecution plan for the each day in the coming year or you’ve banned res-
olutions and vowed to make this just another day on the calendar, the 
clean slate represented by new year’s day is filled with an undeniable 
air of expectation.  The excitement of a new toy or gadget pales in 
comparison to the promise of a new beginning.  Deep down inside, 
there is a part of us which thinks, “This could be my year!” 
 
Guess what?  It is your year.  This day, and every one that follows, is 
yours.  It is yours to choose who and how to love, to serve, and even 
to be.  And the choice you made in reading this part of the Whetstone 
represents the choice to take a journey in the company of your Heav-
enly Father.  That is a beautiful place to start. 
 
A prayer:  Heavenly Father, I give you this year.  I ask that you would 
help me keep you in the forefront of my mind as I make decisions and 
plans.  I want to seek your guidance in everything I set my hands to.  
Amen. 

Rev. Jim Rodden, Pastor 
Cell: (540) 958-9002 

Email: jimrodden@vaumc.org 
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7 Tips for When it’s 
Your Turn to Pray 

Do you have a hard time when 

it’s your turn to pray out loud 

in a meeting or a group? We 

often are uncomfortable say-

ing a prayer in front of others 

and feel embarrassed.  

 

Here are some tips from 

prayerandpossibilities.com 

1. Take a breath and invite the Holy Spirit to speak. 
2. It’s OK to keep it short. 
3. Focus on one area of thanksgiving or need. 
4. Be open to the Spirit’s lead for other prayer topics. 
5. Be you. Pray in your own voice. 
6. Remember that God wants to hear YOUR voice as 

much as anyone else’s. 
7. Keep practicing. 
Bonus tip: Want to improve your prayer language? Wish 
you had more of the eloquent words and phrases you 
hear in the prayers at church? Start praying through 
scripture. The poetic, flowing words you often hear in 
prayers are straight from the Bible, often from the Psalms. 
These are God’s words and praying through his Word is 
powerful. 
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Committee News 

 

 

WSUMC Council Minutes 

Date: December 20, 2022 

The meeting opened with prayer from Pastor Jim at 3:00 p.m. 

In attendance: Alice D., Margo B., Virginia Lee B., Jim R., Frances S., 
Lynn F., Rom S., Nancy Miller, Dale M., Julie Williams George, Roby 
H., Janet S. 

The minutes from the November 15 meeting were reviewed and ac-
cepted as submitted. Motion: Accepted. Motion approved. 

Pastor's Report:  Pastor Jim said in November he used the Pastor’s 
Discretionary fund to help someone pay $500 in rent. He needs help 
getting into the bank on-line system for this account. Dale will contact 
the bank. The church grounds and sanctuary were decorated for 
Christmas. 

Lay Leader:   No report.  

Worship: There will be a communion candlelight service at 5:30 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve. On January 1st we will have a Covenant Renewal 
service with communion. 

 SPPR:  Lynn said there was nothing new on the search for a music 
director. 

 Finance: Dale submitted written procedures for an external audit and 
payroll for the treasurer. Erika is researching available firms for next 
year’s audit. Dale has written a response to the internal audit. There 
are three bank accounts at Atlantic Union plus the Pastor Discretionary 
fund, two UMW and one UMM accounts. Julie agreed that the UMW 
accounts may be audited. Motion: approve the written procedures for 
external audit and payroll for the treasurer. Accepted and approved. 

Treasurer:   No report. 

Trustees/ Building & Grounds: Roby had no report for the trustees. 
Lynn reported the repairs to the steeple had been estimated at $8,500. 
When work started, they discovered the supports to the roof were rot-
ten and had to be replaced. Total cost for the steeple repairs was 
$15,700. The plan is to have the steeple inspected every year and 
painted every three years. Lynn has found another painter who will 
give an estimate. 
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Communications:   No report. Frances has placed a display ad in the 
newspaper for two weeks. It was requested that we make the letters 
on the electronic sign larger. Julie did so during the meeting. 

 

 Fellowship:   Margo said ten homebound meals had been packed 
and delivered for Christmas. There will be a meeting January 9 to dis-
cuss plans for 2023 fellowship. In January cans of soup will be collect-
ed for the local food bank. We will have a Souper Sunday fellowship 
luncheon on January 22nd.  

  Community Care:    Nancy has sent a sympathy card to the Marsh 
family. She sent cards to some people at Commonwealth Assisted 
Living. She has been saving coins and accumulated just under $100 
which she plans to donate for yarn to make prayer shawls. Nancy re-
marked on the wonderful job Donna has done with cards and the 
prayer shawl ministry.  

Memorial:  No report. 

WSUMW:  Julie said that she has had no response to her request for 
guidance on paying sales tax at the thrift.store. As a result of the re-
cent newspaper article on this ministry, a partnership with the Bay 
Center for Spiritual Development has been established. They have 
programs for grief support, and we will be making prayer squares for 
distribution in the groups as well as the Twin Branches Rehab Center 
and RGH chaplain.  

 Music Director:   No report. 

Cemetery Corp.:  Margo said they will have an annual meeting on 
January 30 when they will elect officers. 

 

The meeting closed with prayer at 4:00 p.m. 

The next council meeting will be at 3:00 p.m. on January 24th. 
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January Birthdays: January Anniversaries: 

Celebrations 

4th Alexis Tingle 

10th Becky Hinson 

13th Matthew Carter  

15th Janette Burrough 

17th Tonie Youmans 

18th Dale Youmans 

23rd George Bussom 

25th Iris Treakle 

26th Melissa Lewis 

28th John Taliaferro 

24th Mr & Mrs Bryan Finkel 

Newsletter Nugget from Julie... 

As we celebrate Epiphany, we remember the journey and gifts of the Magi. 
While we may not recognize the similarity of our generosity compared to 
the generosity of the Magi, we need to discern what we will give out of our 
love for God and for His divine purpose. 

Most are familiar with the mission of The United Methodist Church: to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Togeth-
er, we reach this goal through our spiritual, physical and financial gifts. Our 
connectional giving is grounded in our need to give in order to be spiritually 
healthy, complete children of God.  

As we make our resolutions for the upcoming year, let us consider how we 
can offer ourselves to a wounded world and present our gifts to the King. 
Together we can seek out and support ministries in our community and 
around the world through the connectional ministries in The United Meth-
odist Church. Let’s continue to grow by reaching out into the world. 
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Did you know... 

A whetstone is used to sharpen 

knives as you can see in this picture. 

Our newsletter is named the Whet-

stone because we want to help you 

hone your skills and sharpen your 

knowledge so you can spread our 

message of grace and love to all.  

Remember in Prayer:   

Family of Burch Vickery Maggy Gregory 

Family of John and  Lillian Turner Marsh 
on their passing 

Rich O’Brien  

Family of Bob Gabrielski Tony Throckmorton 

Jessica Dirksmyer Our Church 

  Our Service Men & Women 

    

In need of Long-Term Prayer: (Concern or location) 

Anne Owen On-going health issues 

Ace Oestreich On-going health issues 

Barbara Ritch-Brant On-going health issues 

Kendall Vickery On-going health issues 

Chris Longan RWC Assisted Living 

Connie Robertson Walter Reed Nursing Home 

Dana Arnold  Having chronic health issues 

Dorothy Headley On-going health issues 

Ellen Dixon Commonwealth Assisted Living 

Jim & Donna Bishop On-going health issues 

Joe Morgan Southeastern VA Training Center 

John Carter  Dialysis 

Johnny Robertson Brother caring for him 

Kenny Hawthorne, Jr. Spinal issues, loss of use of hand 

Patsy Kitching On-going health issues 

The Keane Family On-going health issues 
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January 2023 Worship  Team 

Greeter:   

 1/1:       Margo Brown   
             1/8:       Margo Brown  
 1/15:    Margo Brown  
 1/22:     Donna Hall 
 1/29  Margo Brown  
Acolyte:   
 1/1:       Jacob Bavuso  
             1/8:       Hailey Lewis  
 1/15:     
 1/22: 
 1/29  

Ushers: 

 1/1:       Alice Dix  
             1/8:       Alice Dix & Wayne Smith  
 1/15:    Alice Dix & Wayne Smith  
 1/22:     Alice Dix & Wayne Smith 
 1/29  Alice Dix & Wayne Smith 

Reader: 

 1/1:       Dale Makowski  
             1/8:       Dale Makowski  
 1/15:    Dale Makowski  
 1/22:     Dale Makowski 
 1/29  Dale Makowski 

Counters: 

 1/1:       Virginia Lee Brown & Janet Smith  
             1/8:       Virginia Lee Brown & Janet Smith  
 1/15:    Virginia Lee Brown & Janet Smith  
 1/22:     Virginia Lee Brown & Janet Smith 
 1/29  Virginia Lee Brown & Janet Smith 
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GET TO KNOW 
January 2023 

Get to Know will be published each month in the         
Whetstone so you can get to know members of our church.  

 

WHITE STONE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

White Stone United Methodist Church has served the lower 
Lancaster County area since 1819. 
The present sanctuary building was built in 1873. In 1966 prop-
erty for the Memorial Garden was purchased. The original edu-
cation building was built in 1957, and added on to in 1990. In 
1997, an elevator was added to the sanctuary entrance to 
make church fully handicapped accessible. Many improve-
ments have been made since then. White Stone U.M.C is part 
of the Rappahannock District of the Virginia Annual Conference 
which is now called the Mission Rivers District. 
Our membership consist of lifelong local citizens, retirees who 
have chosen the lovely waterfront community in which to 
spend their retirement years and young working families look-
ing for spiritual guidance for themselves and their families. 
Each year the church continues to be vibrant by giving scholar-
ships to local High School graduates.  
Bible study classes are held each week and all are invited to 
attend. Call the church office for time and place. We will wel-
come you with open arms. Each Sunday morning we gather 
together in worship at 11 a.m. to express to God our thanks for 
His love for us, and His presence in all aspects of our lives.  
 
DID YOU KNOW- In 2003 when repairs were made to the Sanc-
tuary (old church), some of the old bricks were used to make a 
platform for the water fountain in the Memorial Garden. A boy 
scout earned his Eagle Badge for this project.  
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