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Picture this: Girls high school gym class---Mrs. Smith choosing two girls to head up the 

basketball teams.  The two girls would then alternately pick who they wanted on their side.  

Nancy Miller will verify that my name was definitely NOT the first, second, third, fourth---shall 

I go on?  But definitely NOT the first one chosen.  Fine with me---I didn’t want to play anyway. 

 

But there are other times when I wanted to be valued.  I wanted to be recognized.  I wanted to be 

told---“Well done.”  I believe we all desire to hear a ”Thank you.” once in a while. 

 

How do we balance that with an attitude of humility? 

 

From Webster’s dictionary this definition----Humility: State or quality of being humble in spirit; 

freedom from pride and arrogance. 

 

I believe that we need to go beyond this definition to fully practice humility as Christ would 

want us to do.  Let’s look back and see what happened before today’s Gospel lesson.    

    

In Mark 8 Jesus predicted his death.  Peter rebuked Jesus and Jesus told Peter that he had in mind 

the things of men rather than of God.  

 

 Peter had seen the healing of the blind and the feeding of the four thousand.  Surely the Christ 

he knew and loved would not be killed.  This could not be the fate of the Jesus Peter left his nets, 

his livelihood for.  

In Mark 9:33-34---They came to Capernaum.  When he was in the house, he asked them. What 

were you arguing about on the road?”   But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued 

about who was the greatest.  Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to 

be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

 

And now we can reflect on the Scripture that Lynn read.  

My goodness!  Didn’t those disciples get it?  Why did they persist in the idea that being 

recognized was very important?  The words of Jesus seemed to have fallen on deaf ears.  Why 

were they so self-absorbed?  But--Why do WE think that THEY had it all wrong when we can do 

the same sort of thing? 

 

Take some time now to reflect on how you spent the last seven days.  Yes, I know that the lawn 

needs mowing, there is laundry to be done, and so on.  But do we spend time in self reflection 

asking what would MY Jesus want me to do?  What would He have me do that may take me out 

of my comfort zone?  I can hear my Momma now saying, “Virginia Lee!  Would you just stop 

and think?”  Let me tell you, I had self-absorption down to a science!  I hope that I have made 

some progress in my 80 plus years on this earth!   
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Did James and John “get it right” eventually?  Yes.  In between the time of the request made to 

Jesus and the end of their lives they made significant progress!  They made choices that cost 

dearly, but they were willing to be true disciples of Christ.  In Acts 12:1-2 James was put to 

death with a sword by directions from Herod Agrippa and in Rev. 1:9 John was exiled to the 

island of Patmos. 

 

What are we willing to do? 

A Missouri Conference Bishop, Robert Schnase, wrote a book Five Practices of Fruitful 

Congregations.  One of the practices was Risk-taking Mission and Service.  He told a story of 

four women with children off to college deciding to move out of their comfort zone and 

volunteer at a mission church in a low-income housing and high drop-out rate area.  After 

training, the four were introduced to several children and their mothers desiring basic literacy 

and English language classes.  For two hours each Friday they spent teaching, laughing and 

interacting with each other.  The women eventually drew their own congregation into a 

relationship with the mission church.  Later one woman shared that God pushed her through the 

door of discomfort and she wouldn’t trade her time with those young people for anything.  The 

author goes on to write that not all of us are called to be risk-takers.  BUT we are called to do 

something. 

  

And then---sometimes we are called to wait.  Jon and Julie had plans set to do mission work in 

Asia.  The Covid epidemic put that on hold.  But then they found out that both sons adopted from 

China needed knee surgery.  Thank goodness they were able to find doctors in Baltimore who 

could perform the surgeries.  The couple now realize that it is okay to have some roadblocks 

along the way. 

 

And sometimes we are called to do the ordinary. 

Whatever the call is, take heed. 

 

Nell - While her mother was in Lancashire, Nell faithfully visited.  But it went beyond that.  Nell 

was a loving visitor to many residents there.  She volunteered for the group activities, sponsored 

birthday celebrations, and I’d call her the head cheerleader. 

I know of one church member who was helped by Nell in organizing personal papers and 

shopping from time to time. 

She was a faithful volunteer at the Thrift Shop and would fill in for others when needed. 

She always, always had snacks prepared for the Thursday morning Bible study. 

Our fellowship luncheons found Nell in the kitchen helping. 

On a personal note, I found her to be an encourager when I doubted and a loving non-judgmental 

soul. 

 

She had Joy and Love and a Servant Heart----never proud----always humble.  Maybe I can be a 

Nell when I grow up. 

 


