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Sometime back, I received calls from the National United Methodist Church Communications office 

telling us that I had been selected to participate in a survey that would be used as a compilation of 

data going into the 2016 General Conference. 

For someone who has probably not even gotten the first vote to go to General Conference (not 

even my own vote), this is probably as close as I would ever get to be present at such an event. It is 

probably the highest and holiest event in all of Methodism. 

I hope you did not detect the hint of sarcasm in my voice; if you did, then, oh well, I guess my little 

secret is out. Not that I don't think it is important, it is. But like I answered on so many of those 

questions in the survey, it is just not as important as other things that are going on in our church's 

life. And it seems that if someone is not satisfied with where we are this quadrennial, wait four 

more years-kind of like our political system. 

The Pharisees got together to plan a way to trap Jesus into making a statement one way or the 

other that either way would hopefully get him into trouble. They sent out some of their disciples, 

along with some of those who were followers of Herod. The difference is that the Pharisees were 

the more traditionalist of Jews and believed that they should not have to pay taxes to a man who 

thought he was god, and the Herodians who although very much Jewish, believed that paying taxes 

to Rome was very beneficial. 

But neither group was all that fond of Jesus and the disturbance he was causing with his preaching 

to help the poor and the forgotten. The cast-offs, and any other group of marginalized people. 

Jesus had not only been delivering a message by his teaching, but he was demonstrating that 

message through the miracles he was performing using whatever means were available to him. 

Most of the time was not money, but rather other resources, including the people he touched. 

So, they asked him, after attempting to butter him up, which he knew was a croc, "What do you 

think? Should the Jews be forced to pay taxes to Cesar or not?" If he says no, they should not have 

to, then he is in trouble with the Herodian's who can go back and say that Jesus is trying to start an 

insurrection and should be stopped. If he says yes, they should, then the disciples of the Pharisees 

can go back and say that Jesus is claiming that Cesar should be treated like a god equal to Yahweh. 

This little survey had one intention and one intention only to trap Jesus and begin his demise. 
 

But Jesus being who Jesus is, Son of God, knows what they are up to and is not afraid to call them 

out. You Hypocrites why are you trying to trap me. I like that initial response. It is kind of what I 

really wanted to say to the girl in the phone survey who, with every answer I gave, I felt as though I 



was being pigeonholed into one category or another, without any opportunity to let my real voice 

be heard. 

Jesus asks to see one of Cesar's coins and asks a great question; whose picture and inscription is on 

this coin? "Cesar's,” they replied.  Which means what?   Well, if it has not only his name on it, but his 

picture as well, then it must be his coin.   And if it is his coin, then like any good citizen should do, you 

return lost property back to its rightful owner. 

This was not saying that Cesar was a god; it just says that his stuff should be returned to him. But 

Jesus doesn't stop there, "but give to God what belongs to God." 

If it is the case that the coins with Cesar's face and name belong to him and should be returned to 

him, then whatever, whoever bears the image of God, should be returned to God. 

WOW!! Genesis 1:27 tells us that God created human beings, male and female, in God's image. 
 

Jesus does not just evade their question but outright puts it right back on them as men who 

supposedly bear the image of and believe in God. Give whatever Cesar wants that rightfully 

belongs to him. You really don't need it much anyway. 

But as long as we are giving back to the rightful owner what belongs to them, give what you have of 

God's back to God. Give yourself back to God.  Give your loyalty, give your heart, give your mind,  

give your time, give your love, give your compassion, all the  things that God cares about, all that 

God has called us to be responsible for. Mainly that of one another. 

What you think is yours is not really yours; it was given to you by God; even leaders have that 

responsibility only as God has allowed it, and so it is the leader's responsibility to take care of what 

God has called him or her to care for. 

But I know some people will say, just a minute, pastor, I earned what I have, and it is mine and my 

right to do with it however I so chose. Well, no one ever said you could not keep what you have. 

But God is not interested in what you have. That coin or dollar bill in your wallet or pocketbook 

does not bear the image of God. It may say In God We Trust, but it does not bear God's image. And 

except for that little slogan, it does not bear God's inscription.  It bears former leaders of the 

nation. 

God is not so much interested in what you have as God is interested in you. You bear the image of 

God. If you are sitting in this room, then you are making a proclamation that you bear or are at 

least considering bearing the inscription of his name upon your heart via the Holy Spirit. Nobody is 

forcing you. God is just saying I want you back because you are mine in the first place. 

Once we see that we are his, it gives us a whole new perspective on how we see the rest of the 

world and see our own possessions. Once we see that we are his, we will see that we can trust God 

because God values us dearly. So much so that as He became incarnate in the body and blood of 



Jesus the Son. He gave himself up to death on a cross that we might find our ultimate joy and 

ultimate fulfillment in Him. Not in those things we possess, not in the wealth that we accumulate. 

The last time I checked, accumulating wealth has not to this date cured depression; so far, it can't 

even cure Ebola, Alzheimer's, and now Covid. It hasn't made a dent making the world a better and 

safer place to live. But when we share what we have, that is where we begin to see some progress. 

When we take what God has allowed us to have and share it with others who are out here trying to 

make a difference in educating, healing, feeding, helping others. When we dedicate a portion, just 

a portion of our God-given talents, to giving back that is when not only do we see a difference, but 

we experience the difference in ourselves. That is when we discover the real blessing of belonging 

to God. 

Ask yourselves, what do I have that belongs to God? Is it the stuff you have, or is it you?  I will tell 

you right now that God is more interested in you than the things you think you own. 

 


