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I'm sure you all have heard the question as you walked into a business or someone's 

office, and they ask, what can I do for you? Or how may I help you? And, of course, 

you most likely had something on your mind or that you were looking for to have 

entered in the first place. And so you tell them. Hopefully, you were helped or at least 

guided in a direction that was helpful to you. But sometimes you are disappointed. 

Sometimes you are just frustrated. Sometimes instead of finding help, you just run into 

more roadblocks. 

 
That was the case perhaps for Bartimaeus before the day he heard that Jesus was in 

town. A blind beggar, needing something more than just a denarii for a day or a loaf of 

bread. He was looking for his sight so that he could then have his life back. 

 
But all he could stumble across was a crowd who ignored him or who, at best, would 

tell him to sit down and shut up. Bartimaeus was desperate. But when he heard that 

Jesus was coming. He had faith that his life could change—finally, someone who could 

do something for good ole Bartimaeus. 

 
What Jesus can do for you is not only about some changes that I hope you will see 

taking place in the story, but more importantly, perhaps, are the changes that are 

taking place or that can take place in your life. Gospel means good news, and as it 

relates to Jesus, it is the good news that he brings to our lives, moving us from despair 

to hope, shame to forgiveness, fear to joy, loneliness to belonging, isolation to 

community, and death to life. So the question this morning is, what can Jesus do for 

you? 

The scene is set as Jesus and his disciples are leaving the town of Jericho with a 

crowd of folks following them. Nothing of significance happens until they get out to the 

city gates, and there Jesus is hailed by the blind beggar named Bartimaeus. 

Obviously, Bartimaeus has heard of Jesus and that he claims to be the Son of David. 

But how he knew that is a question to ponder. He has also heard that Jesus can do 

something that will bring change in his life, as he cries out, "Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me." 



He is hopeful at the very least for forgiveness for whatever sins caused him to be blind. 

As he cries out for Jesus, the crowd attempts to silence him. But he cries out all the 

louder, "Jesus, Son of David, Have Mercy on me.", perhaps more out of desperation 

than excitement and joy. 

It is as if he knows something the crowd does not. So this blind man, this beggar, this 

social outcast, who was ignored for the most part by passersby, cries out for the 

Messiah, the Son of David; it is nothing less than the cry of hope hanging by a thread. 

But the crowd is oblivious to this as they try to shut him up. He is obviously an 

embarrassment to them. "Be quiet!" they say. "He hasn't got time for the likes of you; 

this Messiah is destined for greatness, and we aim to see that he gets there." 

Then come Jesus' words, "Call him." And with that begins a life-changing experience. It 

is for people just like Bartimaeus that Jesus has come, people long forgotten about, 

and lost in the cracks of society, living on the margins of society. Jesus has not come 

for greatness, prestige, or even worldly power, but rather to save and empower lost 

people, people looking for a change.  Now watch what Jesus begins to do. 

Jesus sends for Bartimaeus, and the first of a series of Gospel changes begin to take 

place. First is Bartimaeus. Covering himself with perhaps his only possession and 

crying out in desperation. As soon as he hears that Jesus wants to see him, that Jesus 

has heard his cry, Bartimaeus jumps up like a little child on Christmas morning and, as 

if he knows exactly where to go, he runs towards Jesus. His demeanor has changed. 

His outlook, his life, once filled only with despair and desperation, now is filled with 

hope and a vision for the future. 

The second change for Bartimaeus is that when he asks for and receives his sight, he 

is willing to risk all that he knows for it. That seems like a reasonable thing to ask for 

from the Lord God. What blind person wouldn't ask for their sight? But let's look at this 

a little deeper. Bart is a blind beggar and we could assume that he does not know how 

to do anything else. 

To have sight is going to mean a whole new way of living. It is a change in lifestyle and 

a change in how he sees himself. Let's face it, those kinds of changes are risky 

business even for people who can see quite well. And yet, out of faithful trust that 

having this new sight is worth the risk of change, he asks for and receives new sight. 

Isn't that true for all of us? To follow Christ, we must be willing to take the risk of 

change, whether in our attitudes or our dependencies on things or people or 

substances. Or maybe it is just a change from living in our safety and comfort zones to 

receiving people not just like us. Or even in the way we do church. 



The next change is in the crowd. As soon as Jesus says, "call him." The crowd 

changes their tune. "Cheer Up!!" they say, "get up and go to him." The crowd who was 

at first embarrassed by Bartimaeus is now eagerly sending him over to Jesus. In fact, 

they can't get him there fast enough. Once ashamed and embarrassed, they are now 

encouraging and helpful. 

Now there is an important message here for the church today. We in the church need 

to realize that we are not above the need for some gospel changes in our own lives, 

and that goes double for us as we call ourselves the church, the community of faith. 

Just as this crowd changed its attitude toward a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, so 

we also need to allow Christ to change our attitudes, be it as individuals or as a 

community, towards those we would consider to be undesirable in our midst. 

A single black woman came to my office seeking assistance for food for her two 

children and herself. I had a leftover $50.00 gift card for Food Lion from last Christmas 

and some funds in the Good Samaritan fund. I told her I could go as high as an extra 

$25.00. I went with her to Food Lion so that I could write the check for the owed 

amount. Well, the amount went over, but when I noticed what she was buying, which 

really wasn't a lot, I could see that they were healthy good choices. She then said to 

me, "normally, I buy my groceries at Wal-Mart, where it is cheaper." I told her that I was 

willing to cover the overage as I noticed what she had gotten. That is when she also 

said to me that she had just gotten a job at Wendy's so that she would hopefully not 

have to ask for help again. 

I started to ask her to join us at church, but I stopped to wonder, would she really be 

welcomed? 

Often, people who make up churches, both clergy and laity alike, can fall into an easy 

trap of thinking that now that I am a card-carrying member of such and such church, 

we need not concern ourselves with the likes of such people and their problems. We 

fall into the trap of thinking that we have too many other things to be concerned about. 

You know the drapes and the carpets, and who is going to cut the grass. 

And yet Jesus takes the time before heading into Jerusalem for a very important 

appointment with destiny, to give of himself to this blind beggar. So it is for people like 

Bartimaeus that Jesus established the church. But then that could be someone this 

young lady and her children or just like you and me, they may look different, sound 

different, suffer from a different set of circumstances, but they are crying out for the 

same thing that you and I have cried out for, "Son of David, have mercy on me." It is 

not a cry for help; it is the cry for hope. 



This gospel change is one that every local church needs to be asking for. As the 

church, are we not going through our own sense of desperation as attendance and 

commitments to Christ dwindle? Bringing people to know the love and power of Christ 

is a win-win situation. 

We have seen the gospel changes in Bartimaeus and the crowd. With a change in 

attitudes as well as a willingness to risk moving out of their comfort zones to find 

healing and hope. 

But there is one more thing that I want to point out. When Jesus tells Bartimaeus to go 

for his faith had healed him, Jesus gives him no specific direction to take. He doesn't 

say go away or go to the priest or even follow me. He just says go. As Christians, this 

is a point that we need to remember when we are dealing with those trying to stand on 

their own spiritual or financial feet for the first time. But, unfortunately, we often feel the 

need to tell them which direction to go as if it were our God-given right when it is a 

decision people have to make for themselves. 

Jesus refrains from giving Bartimaeus specific instructions for two reasons. First, 

Bartimaeus has been blind perhaps most of his life. At the very least, he has been told 

where to go, where to sit, when to speak, when to be quiet for most of his life, as we 

saw at the beginning of this story. He had very little say in which direction he could 

go, literally and metaphorically. 

With new sight, he now has some choice in the matter. He is free to make his mistakes 

and find his grace and chart out his own journey of faith. Thus, Bartimaeus' new sight 

is not only a gospel change in the sense of new sight and new attitudes; it is a new 

sense of freedom that he can make his own decisions, right or wrong. Jesus knows 

that this is important to Bartimaeus's spirit. It is the only way he will grow. Indeed, it is 

the only way any of us can grow. 

So what can Jesus do for you? Hopefully, it is more than just physical healing or 

steering you in the right direction. Jesus can help us in changing our attitudes, shaping 

our fundamental core values to include persons we would otherwise forget. But the 

other thing Jesus can do for us is free us not just from sin but free us from the chains 

that hold us back from meeting our potential. In a word, Jesus offers us the hope we 

all are looking for. 

I invite all of us to consider how we might receive Christ in the spirit, hope, and faith 

that Bartimaeus did. 


