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Separation, connection, separation, connection. So much of our life spent on this big blue ball 

is all about being connected or being separated. We are either seeking to be connected with 

someone or a group or seeking to be separated. And really, it seems to go back and forth, 

especially when we are not grounded in Christ. 

People not grounded in Christian living principles such as loving your neighbor, service before 

self, following the commandments, often look for reasons to keep themselves separate from 

others who do not follow their way of thinking. Unfortunately, this includes certain Christian 

groups who consider their brand of Christianity as the one and true brand, the only brand. 

But we need to consider this in the light of Jesus' message in Mark's Gospel. To do this, I will 

need to go back further than where our text is taken from this morning. But to get us started, 

let us look at Mark 10: 2 - 16, and we will work our way back. 

In the passage that we heard this morning, we see Jesus leaving Capernaum, going into Judea, 

and there he began to  teach the crowds that had gathered  around him, and what he was  

teaching was more than the 10 Commandments  or the Torah.   He was teaching the crowds 

about the Kingdom of God. He was giving them something of a snapshot of what it is like. And 

while I do not know precisely what he was teaching at this precise moment, judging by the 

question posed to him by some Pharisees who happened to be there, my guess is it had to  do 

with God's intention for human beings  to  be one, like in a  marriage.  So they posed a question  

to  trap Jesus or at least throw  him off  and show that he does not  support  what the Law of 

Moses says. 

Now you have to understand what prompts this question in the first place. Remember King 

Herod and his brother's wife, and how he married her after she divorced the brother? 

Remember John the Baptist being killed for calling Herod out for violating the law, not of 

Moses, but of God? 

This is why Jesus answers the question with a question rather than a declarative statement. 

"What did Moses command you?" And of course, they respond, "Moses allowed for a 

certificate of divorce." But Jesus responds to their answer, "It is because of your hardness of 

heart that Moses allowed for divorce." 

But what God has intended from the outset is for us to be as one. But here, Jesus is moving 

beyond the idea of just marriage. You see, it goes further. This goes into our desires to be 



separated versus being one, not only in family but in community and the world that Jesus 

hopes to bring together through his sacrificial death and his resurrection. 

You see, we often find ourselves bent on looking for what separates us, whether it is how we 

should worship, how we take communion, how and what we sing or in how we should live in 

marriage, which in that day and age and especially among the elite royalty like Herod and 

others, was not always lovingly. And as we look at our lives today, it could be about how we 

vote or what news station we watch. 

But back to marriage, they were most often marriages arranged out of political reasons or 

one's ability to bear a child or not. The marriage had very little or nothing at all to do with 

love. If a marriage was convenient, you did it. If not, you got out of it. If it was politically 

expedient, you did it whether you wanted to or not. If things went south politically, most 

likely, so did the marriage. 

But that is not what God intended marriage for. It was not for political contracts. It was not 

for the man to bear on his arm, a trophy wife, or on the woman's arm the stud of the year. It 

was intended to be a coming together of two people to become one. To become in sync with 

one another, the same way God wants us to become in sync with Him, to become one with 

Him. To be united. Kind of like when our forefathers called us The United States of America. 

Jesus is the model of what that looks like. To abide in God's will, to be obedient, to follow the 

commands of God, to love one another, to live in peace, to work together for unity, not 

uniformity. And the struggle for us as humans is how to do that when we can be so different. 

Just like a man and a woman being so different and yet called to be one, so too we as God's 

people, though we are so different, we are called to be one in Christ. 

But the Pharisees, all they could see was the mechanics of the law. The law says you can 

divorce your wife. That was all they seemed to be concerned about. They did not need to 

look any further. So, when Jesus tells them that yes, Moses did allow for that, but only 

because God knew they were so hard-hearted. It went right over their heads. They did not 

understand what he meant. 

They did not understand that they would still be held accountable for  betraying an oath if  all 

they were doing was divorcing because it  became the  easy  way  out, legal or  not. It 

nevertheless led to a separation. What gets separated in a divorce is more than just a man and   

a woman; it is the family that was created, the home made not with hands but with the two 

becoming one. What gets parceled out are the hopes and dreams. And when it is divided, it 

struggles to live. 

Now sometimes it is best when a marriage ends because people's lives are at stake. Abuse, 



neglect, or infidelity occurs beyond one's ability to overlook. In cases like this, though divorce 

may be the best outcome, it is still not ideal. Two people usually do not get married to argue, 

fight, and cheat so they can divorce. 

Now let's jump back to Chapter nine and see how this really  ties into more than just  marriage 

and family. Back when they were in Capernaum, Jesus overhears an argument among his 

disciples. They are arguing over who is going to be next in line. You see, this idea of needing to 

create separation happens not only in the home but also in the church and in the workplace. 

Next to Jesus, which one of them is the greatest? In other words, who did they think Jesus 

would choose to be next in line? Which one did Jesus love the best? Another example of 

where we have this natural urge to see separation rather than cohesion. 

If you ever raised more than one child, I know you have heard this before. "You love so and so 

more than you do me." I have been accused of that more than once and by each of my three 

children. And I would always tell them that I love them all the same. But how I treat you 

depends on what strengths and challenges you bring to the table. 

As parents, you do not treat each child the same because they  are not  the same individual.  

You try to help each one with their natural gifts and their challenges. But all they can see at a 

young age is, "you love so and do more than me." But hopefully, they move past that stage to 

see just how much each one is loved. 

So, what does Jesus do with this problem? He does treat his disciples all the same to this 

extent. He reminds them that to be considered the greatest in his eyes, they must be willing 

to become servants, even to the least. They must learn to act with humility to be in service to 

all. And by all, he meant all, even those not even considered full persons at the time, the 

children. But also, the lepers, the outcasts. Those considered to be sinners. They were to 

welcome all with love. 

In a day and age when children were considered less than human, nothing more than tools or 

free labor that should never interfere in the adult world unless summoned, Jesus tells his 

disciples to stop that behavior and welcome the children, the voiceless. For they too are a 

part of the Kingdom of God. They are not separate. The children are one with the Kingdom of 

God. Where two have become one, everything in the household is a part of the one. 

It is one not because some law says it is. It is one because God's love is what has brought the 

two together and everything else that has come from the union. Jesus reiterates that point 

about the children belonging to the Kingdom of God again in verse 13 of chapter 10 after the 

discussion about divorce. In fact, twice before, Jesus had already said something about 

allowing the little children to come to him. It's like they just could not help themselves in 



missing the whole point about being one in God. 

Folks, the Kingdom of God is not about what separates us. It's not about what puts me over 

you or you over me. It is about what causes us to love one another despite our differences, 

despite our shortcomings. God loves us all because that is what God has chosen to do, and 

that is what Christ demonstrates to us all on the cross. 

That is precisely why Jesus came; to forgive our shortcomings, to offer healing for our 

brokenness, and to bind us together in the bonds of his love. We are not going to be exactly 

the same. That was never meant to be. 

But the great thing is God chooses to love us anyway. He didn't have to, but he did. To whom 

does the Kingdom belong? It belongs not just to the little children, but it belongs to the lost, 

the forgotten, and the ones on the margins of life. 

That is so important to remember today on World Communion Sunday, as we remember all 

Christians from all different backgrounds and cultures sharing in the commemoration of the 

Lord's Supper. It is also important for us to remember as we head into the upcoming election. 

Which is more important? That which brings us together or that which separates us? 

The question for us modern-day disciples is, can we serve those not quite like us? Can we love 

them and include them the same way we would hopefully include our own little children 

today? In the world we live in today, on this World Communion Sunday, that's a question 

worth pondering. 

 


