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As we come together for our service for Thanksgiving, a service in which we obviously give 

thanks to God for what we call our blessings. The passage this morning challenges us to look a 

little closer to discover what our true blessings are. Are they our possessions, such as the 

clothes we wear, the homes we live in, and the foods we eat? The wealth we store up that 

makes us who and what we are? Or is it that which God has called us to do and be? 

The real question here is how does God truly bless us? Is it with these things that are here 

today and gone tomorrow or that go in and out of fashion like the morning fog, or is there 

something deeper that gives us a connection to the creator that feeds our souls as only God 

can? The scripture tells us to strive for the Kingdom of God, and God’s righteousness and all of 

these other things will be added. 

God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness. This is what we are called to seek after. This is what 

we are called to be concerned about; just what is this Kingdom, and where is it? And what 

does God’s righteousness look like? How will we know it when we see it? It’s essential to 

know these things because whatever it is, it must be the first thing that is on our hearts and 

minds. 

So many people think they know righteousness. They think that it is being without sin. They 

think that it is being perfect in the law. But is it really? Again when the prophet Micah asks 

the question on behalf of mere mortals who have displeased God, 

“With what shall I come before the Lord? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with 

calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with a thousand rams, with ten thousand rivers of 

oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly, 

to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.” 

 
Author Paul Stinson of Matthews County wrote a devotional book entitled “On Earth as in 

Heaven”; has a devotional entitled “Stronger than the Material Mended.” It was an 

advertisement he remembered from his childhood for a glue that promised to make the 

broken item stronger than it originally was in the spot where it broke. He was reminded of 

that again after suffering a fractured bone in his hand. The Doctor who set it told him that if 



he ever fractured his hand again; it would not be in that spot because the new growth that 

would set in would be stronger than the original bone. 

A friend had read his piece and wrote back to him, thanking him for his message. The man 

was a recovering alcoholic. He agreed with Stinson, saying that “Indeed, suffering is the great 

treadmill of life. I don’t share this with many people, but I am a recovering alcoholic.” But I 

also want to share with you that like so many alcoholics who have celebrated long-term 

sobriety, I am a grateful alcoholic because without having had this disease, I would never have 

been led to the joyful and satisfying life that I have today.” 

Not that we need to go out and become alcoholics to understand what Stinson and his friend 

are telling us, but the point they make is that once we accept our circumstance, our condition, 

and stop trying to deny it, or honor it, then we begin to find the true help we need to 

overcome it. 

The true blessing that we can receive from God in overcoming our addiction to sin, to suffering 

needlessly, to living in anger and fear, is not more stuff; it is not being surrounded by family. 

What happens when they are all gone? It is not in building up an empire. But rather, we seek 

after God, and when we do, that is when we discover that God has been right there with us all 

along, waiting for us to be open to his prevenient grace and calls us to turn around. 

Pastor Tom Berlin shares this about God, “God is a seeking God. Christ is called savior because 

he comes to us when we least expect him and most need him. This is why many people, when 

describing their faith journey, will say that a conversation with someone happened just at the 

right time. Or they were driving past a church one Sunday when they felt moved to go inside 

and heard just the sermon they needed to hear. 

Pastor Berlin goes on to say that “Perhaps the most important function of God’s prevenient 

grace is to awaken us to the distant memory of God’s love for us and the value we hold as one 

created in God’s image. 

Thankful that we have been created in the image of God and grateful that we are given the 

grace to live into that image each day. That is the greatest blessing any of us could ever have. 


