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Thanksgiving – that annual holiday that we celebrate every year for the most part in very traditional 
ways, and by that, I mean in ways that have become a thing that we do with tradition… as in, "that 
is the way we have always done it." 

 
For the most part, I would venture to say that our Thanksgiving festivities may look something like 
this: Families may or may not attend a service of giving thanks to God. (Nowadays, more tend not 
to.) It may begin with the women (usually) starting the meal preparations either the night before 
or maybe even the week before, most certainly the planning. 

 
On the morning of the day - the cooking begins. The house begins to be filled with the aroma of 
bread baking, Turkey roasting or ham baking, soon the smell of vegetables simmering, and deserts 
capping it off with a sweet aroma that begins to draw everyone in the house toward the kitchen. 
Even the men, who are usually gathered around the T.V. watching football, have to come and check 
on the status of the meal and find out what all the talk and laughter is about coming from the 
kitchen. 

 
The children are out in the yard playing or in someone's room, and there is usually speaking a lot of 
joy. Finally, the time has come for everyone to gather at their perspective tables, and a prayer is 
offered. In so many words, a prayer of Thanksgiving is offered; thank you, God. Thank you for the 
bounty of this table, for the lives around it, for the gift of your grace, and so on and so on. 

 
As soon as the prayer is over, the joyful chatter and silverware clanging on dishes consumes the 
room. Followed by "What do we have for dessert?" And "I got to go see who is winning that 
football game. After all, I got $10.00 riding on it." 

 
And that is thanksgiving in what I would call a traditional Christian home. I say that because that 
pretty much sums up what they were like in the home, I grew up in, minus the $10.00 bet. If I ever 
had $10.00, I was too scared to lose it. Not that my brothers wouldn't try to win it off of me. Not 
that there is anything wrong with that scenario. Thanksgiving is a festival intended to be a meal 
shared by many coming together to give thanks to God for many reasons. 



Hopefully, we remember that the first Thanksgiving celebrated here on these shores was one 
shared by the colonist, who had freshly arrived within a year or two and faced severe hardships 
that the Native Americans helped them survive. That first year would have been a year they would 
not have survived if not for the help of the Native Americans. 

 
It was not that God had abandoned the English colonist, but God had sent the help of the Native 
Americans to teach and guide and support them willingly, even though there was strife between 
the two peoples. It would be a strife that you well know would not go away, unfortunately. But 
that is a sermon for another time. 

 
This is about how we give thanks to God. And just what is it that we give thanks for. Is it for a 
hearty meal, a fun time, and maybe a $10.00 bet on a football game? Or is there more for which 
we should pause to give our thanks, and more than just saying thank you? Is there more we should 
do to really show our appreciation? 

 
In Deuteronomy 8:11, Moses reminds his people, "Take care that you do not forget the Lord your 
God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am 
commanding to you today." "When you have eaten your fill, and built your fine houses and live in 
them, (and watched your ballgames – I added that one) And when your flocks and herds have 
multiplied, and your wealth has multiplied, and all that you have has multiplied, do not exalt 
yourself, forgetting the Lord your God who brought you through the great and terrible wilderness." 

 
From what Moses is telling his people, and I believe us today, for all that God has done for us this 
past year, which is quite a lot, is remember to be thankful. And we should be thankful by giving 
back to God. Why should we give thanks? First of all, we are here.  Second, I know that it has been 
a difficult year, to be sure, one that I hope and pray will not be repeated anytime soon, but 
nevertheless, God has provided and continues to provide that which we need not just to survive 
but to thrive. 

 
The thriving part may not be at our disposal right this very moment, but when we put our trust in 
God by following him, by living in his new covenant in Jesus Christ, and yes, by remembering just 
what it is that God has done for us, not only on Thanksgiving Day or Christmas Eve. Or even Easter 
Morning, but every day of the year, that is how we can begin to say thank you to the God who 
brought the light of salvation into our lives through the only Son he had, and he gave him up to 
death so that we may inherit eternal life. 

 
It is not just saying a wordy prayer over a thanksgiving meal or any other that matters most to God; 
I am sure God is glad that we at least remember him then. But as Moses points out, we are to live 
in the commandments that God has given. 



Contrary to what many in our world think today, and unfortunately, that includes many who call 
themselves Christian, will say that wordy prayer on Thursday, but that will be about it. Being 
thankful to God is not just about saying the blessing. It is about showing our generous God how we, 
too, can be generous. 

 
An example of what I am talking about can be found in Luke's gospel this morning. When Jesus 
healed the ten lepers and sent them on their way to show themselves to the priest, only one turned 
back, to not just thank him, but to fall on his knees and praise him, meaning to give him all the glory 
for what just happened. And that man was not even a Jew; all the others were.  He was a 
Samaritan. Meeting Jesus changed his life for the better, not the worse, and he was compelled by 
the joy he had to turn back and go to Jesus and give himself to God. 

 
It is what Paul reminds us of in 2nd Corinthians as well. The point is this he says, "The one who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." Here 
Paul is not just talking to a bunch of people who do not know anything about God; he is talking to 
the church of Corinth, a people with who Paul had shared the gospel of Jesus Christ, and like that 
leper, should have been willing to come back and show God praise. 

 
But Paul is reminding them of all the glory that God continues to bless them with even, and despite 
the sufferings, they all have endured. And that would include Paul's own suffering. Because God is 
still greater than their suffering, God is still bigger than their pain, and they still have much to be 
grateful for. 

 
That is because God is a God of giving; he gives generously of himself as he shows us in Christ. And 
God is always willing and able to hear our prayers and meet our needs. We may suffer at times, we 
may go through trials of one type or another, but we trust God to see us through, to show us the 
way, and on the other side, we usually find God's blessing. 

 
To me, that deserves more than just a thank you around a meal we have designated as 
Thanksgiving. It deserves our full-throttled, heartfelt praise. And one of the best ways we can show 
our praise aside from saying prayers of Thanksgiving and joining together in praise and worship is 
we also give of ourselves generously and with glad hearts to support Christ's church's mission and 
ministry. The ministry of sharing the gospel. The ministry of reaching out to lost and hurting 
people. Of feeding the hungry, helping the poor, aiding the sick, the orphan, and the lonely. 

 
Perhaps we in this world today have just had it too good for too long. Perhaps we have forgotten 
where our true help has come from. Perhaps we have forgotten how to truly say, Thank You, God, 
not just for the food we eat this day and the fun we hope to have, but for the life you laid down so 



that we may have an abundant life eternally. A life filled with the wealth of your peace and 
understanding, your forgiveness, your presence, and abiding spirit, and your joy. 

 
I, for one, hope that is not the case. I am hopeful and prayerful that we all can honestly and joyfully 
be like that one leper who turned around and ran back to Jesus and fell on his knees giving all of his 
praise for the new life given to him. If God has given you a new life in the sense that you have seen 
these blessings God has poured out on you, then don't be afraid to give him a full-throttled, 
heartfelt, joyful shout of praise, and then show it also by the generosity he has given you to share 
with others through your church. And then trust that God will be there to meet your needs again 
and again and again because that is what God does. 

 
As we come to the close of this year, a year that no doubt has been a struggle in so many ways, let 
us not forget that we only got here by the grace of God. Let us not forget that it was God who led 
us through this wilderness of a pandemic, social unrest, political problems, and so much more. And 
yet we are alive; thanks be to God. As we remember these things this Thanksgiving, I ask that you 
consider the abundance of life you have been given, the hope that is yours in Jesus Christ, and to 
give what you can to your church in the coming year. 

 


