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We began our Advent series last week with the theme of "Waiting for Righteousness”. We 
searched for the Look of Righteousness, asking the questions, what is righteousness? Where 
does it come from? What defines it? We discovered that true righteousness comes from God, 
defined by acting with justice and mercy. It is doing what is right not because it is a legal 
matter, but because we are compelled to do the right thing by our God; given his sense of 
order and compassion, with compassion being the key ingredient that makes it true 
righteousness as opposed to mere legalism, self-righteousness, or false piety. 

In other words, we are told what the look of righteousness should look like in our lives from 
the Prophet Micah when he asks, "What does the Lord require of you?" "He has told you, O 
man, to act justly, to love mercy and walk humbly with your God." 

Today, we search how we prepare for righteousness or its fruits. Now that we understand 
what the righteousness of God is supposed to look like, how do we bring it about in our lives? 
How do we produce righteousness that is pleasing to God? And how does this help us prepare 
for the coming of our Christ? 

Of course, living a righteous life certainly includes the act of worshiping the one true God; The 
God of life who created all things and gave it meaning and purpose and order; This God who 
breathed life into the first man and woman. It also involves being obedient to the laws of God. 

But as we may recall in the wonderful story of Adam and Eve, we hear that righteousness is 
something more than just proper devotion and following the rules of God. In it, we watch God 
offer his compassion as he sends Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden; he has done so, 
still caring for them. Though they must face the consequence of their actions, in their 
breaking away from God, we discover that God does not stop caring for them. He does not 
stop loving them and so offers them a different form of protection. 

In the church of Philippi, Paul prays for the believers as he longs for them with the compassion 
of Christ. There's that word compassion. And he prays that their love may overflow more and 
more as they grow in Christ to become pure and blameless, having produced a harvest of 
righteousness. So how do we produce righteousness? 



Well, it is easy, and then again, it is not. We start by avoiding doing evil. We steer clear of all 
that would lead us down the path to engaging in those kinds of activities. As Bishop Rueben 
Job says in his little book, Three Simple Rules echoing what John Wesley said 200 plus years 
earlier, we start by 'doing no harm.' We avoid evil practices that seek to hurt ourselves, 
overpower others, or strike back with a vengeance either in actions or words. Or we go after 
whatever we want or benefits us over the needs of others in our community. 

That is to say, before we act on that whim, stop and think, is saying or doing something back 
to get what will make me feel better going to make the problem better, or is it going to make 
it worse? If the answer is the latter, it's a pretty good call to not carry out the action or say 
what we otherwise feel like saying. Just because it may make us feel better in the short run 
doesn't mean it will hold water in the long term. 

Why do we say, "Do no harm"? Because doing harm causes hurt, pain, anguish, fury, 
sometimes they lead others into worse sins like destructive behaviors, murder, or going to 
war. In essence, they bring about chaos in God's realm of order. This is not just mere 
legalism. It is not just because we want to avoid punishment. This is an ethical matter of 
caring for others, even our enemies because that is what the love of God does; it calls us to 
love our enemies. 

We are reminded by Paul and other new- testament authors that once we were enemies to 
God, but God never-the-less loved us, and that is why he sent Jesus. God could have done 
grave harm to us but chose instead to love us, first by doing no harm. 

Second, we produce righteousness by doing good. Again this is not about fulfilling some legal 
mandate. But in doing good, via worship, the work of missions, outreach, pastoral care – 
meaning visiting, helping, and assisting others in need, or through offering prayers on behalf 
of others, working for justice for all but particularly the poor, and most vulnerable of God's 
Kingdom. We produce righteousness every time we pay our apportionments and help other 
families keep from starving or get the education that will lift them out of poverty, or when we 
support a missionary already in the trenches working with others. We produce righteousness 
every time we are willing to get our hands dirty and help a stranger. 

Doing good has no limits. You can do as much good as you can, and no one will ever say you 
have done too much, but whatever you can do will be counted as righteous. This should be 
the key focus of any church. 

Finally, the third rule is what brings these two sides together: doing no harm and doing good 
and making them fruits of righteousness for us—loving God. 



If we avoid harm and doing evil, but we have done so with either fear or regret, then it has 
done us no good. For in doing so, we have done harm to ourselves and misunderstood the 
intentions of God. In all of his actions, God wants us to see his undying steadfast love. By the 
same token, if we do all the good we can but have not done it with love for God and others, 
we may have done more harm than good anyway. Have you ever been served by a waiter or 
waitress who could have cared less, but they served you anyway? I'll bet you walked out of 
that restaurant thinking I'll never go back there. 

What consecrates the work of the church, meaning our work of outreach and mission and 
makes it holy and sacred to God, is that we do whatever we do because we understand that 
God loves us, and we do what we do out of that same love for God. 

Hence love is the glue that holds our righteous actions together. If it is not there, then our 
striving to do good and avoid evil is like what Paul describes in 1st Corinthians 13 when we do 
not have love. It is nothing more than an empty gong or a clanging cymbal. It is meaningless. 
Having love and compassion is understanding that there but for the grace of God go I. 
Compassion is what makes the fruit of righteousness taste particularly sweet 

On the flip side of that, not having compassion is like not having a conscience to guide us. 
With no compassion, we will cause more pain and turmoil, and we will not truly understand 
how to forgive others caught up in a condition of sin. 

So we produce righteousness by being obedient to God. But we understand there is more to 
obedience than following laws. We produce righteousness by serving God, but we understand 
that there is more to serving God than mere labor. Our service to God must be tempered with 
God's compassion for us because it is the compassion of Christ that sinners seek to find help 
and hope for their lives. 

They will get their first impression that it is either real or not is from you and me. The 
compassion we have will determine if we are producing righteousness or just filling our lives 
with empty words and meaningless work. Producing righteousness is how we prepare for the 
coming of a King. 

John came proclaiming to prepare the way for the Lord, to preach repentance against a 
backdrop of all those who held positions of authority and making laws that made it permissible 
to do whatever they wanted to. John proclaimed a more righteous way to live. In essence, he 
said, stop hurting each other. Stop trying to take advantage of one another. Stop picking on 
the least and most vulnerable. Stop trying to drive foreigners out of your land, those who 



come seeking to live peacefully in it. In fact, welcome them, invite them in, and share God's 
love. 

Doing these things is what is pleasing to God. This is what God is going to look at and see if 
you did or not and how gracious you were about it, how loving and forgiving you were, as God 
judges us. 

But I like what Paul says in Philippians best: He says, "This is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight, to help you to determine what is 
best so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest 
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

In essence, love and obedience produce righteousness while at the same time conquering our 
sin. 

However, as you prepare for the holidays, you celebrate them wherever you may. Look for 
where you can produce righteousness, seek out the road prepared by the prophets, and 
discover how you may harvest more righteousness in your life as we all await the coming of a 
King. 


