
“What Christmas is All About” 

Micah 5: 2 – 5a 

Hebrews 10: 5- 10 

December 12, 2021 

Rev. L. Bryan McClain 

 

Christmas, most of us know it to be or at least expect it to be a joyous time of 

year. After all, it is a celebration of the birth of the one whom we have come to 

know as savior, King of kings, and Lord of lords. We hopefully have learned or are 

learning of his gift of salvation in the forgiveness of our sins and his great love, 

mercy, and compassion. 

And perhaps to some degree, we as a people of faith may have come to take that 

good news a bit for granted. We sort of get into our routines and, yes, 

expectations. We even begin to set a bar of how perfectly wonderful our 

Christmas should be – fueled possibly by all of the Hallmark Christmas movies that 

depict beautiful lives and beautiful people whose only flaw is they just haven’t 

found that right person. 

Even I can get caught up in watching some of these movies as somewhat of an 

escape from watching the news or all of the dramas about cops and doctors and 

all of the problems they face, which is kind of like watching the news only in a 

fictional tale. 

But you may have noticed somewhere along your journey in life that Christmases, 

even the better ones we have, are not always magical and full of perfect people. 

They are…., they are often just like any other, days filled with worry, disease, and 

discomfort. They can be days filled with tension between family members or 

neighbors. In short, the time of Christmas is more often than not, just like any 

other day, except for one small thing. 

It is a day where, amid our darkness, our lostness, our worries about tomorrow, 

and whether or not we will rise to meet it, there is a promise that was made long 

ago that we hold on to. But we do not hold on to it as if in the last two thousand 

plus years, the promise has never been fulfilled; rather, we hold onto it again and 

again because we have seen it fulfilled time and time again in our lives. So it is a 

promise that is always there, giving us new hope for a new day. 



The prophet Micah, who prophesied to Israel between 742 and 687 BC (that is 

somewhere between six hundred to eight hundred years before the birth of 

Jesus), prophesied to his people that they would face captivity and exile due to 

the wickedness and corruption of the Judean leaders. But those leaders failed to 

hear Micah’s warnings and to be sure, the Northern Tribe of Israel would fall. 

That was bad news for those who called themselves God’s chosen people. Surely 

the question many, including those leaders who ignored God’s warning from 

Micah and other prophets, had to be asking, how could God let this happen? 

How did we get here? 

After hearing that, how does your time leading up to Christmas compare? Maybe 

you feel as though we are in a similar boat with all that is going on in our world 

today. And I think there is truth in that. Nations have veered away from God, and 

therefore so many of us who live within the borders of so-called superpower 

nations have forgotten where our true strength and power come from. We all 

tend to lean on our own understanding rather than turning to the Lord God and 

learning his ways and trust in his goodness and follow his command to lead with 

the boldness of faith and the heart of Hope, but most of all, the strength of his 

love. 

As Judah faces what is the brink of their ruin and Micah has done all that he can 

to get them to turn around before it is too late, God has already informed Micah 

of his next message to this collapsed nation. It is the text we heard read this 

morning. “But you Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 

of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel.” 

The Hope here in Micah’s day was not that they could expect the arrival of Jesus 

at that time; as I said, this was some 600 to 800 years before Jesus of Nazareth 

would take his first breath. And this was about 500 years or so after the reign of 

King David. 

But what Micah was doing as he followed God’s call to prophesize to his people 

who were living in doom and gloom was to remind them that even there in their 

darkness, their misery, their sin-filled lives, God would not abandon them, 

especially if they would rend their hearts and turn back to God. 



The people of Judah were very religious. They did their part in offering their 

sacrifices as prescribed in the law, but when it came to actually serving God and 

living a life of humble service and true and sincere faith, they were a lost cause. 

It is in Micah’s sixth chapter that he asks the question, what does the Lord 

require of you?” and the answer was not more religious fervor, but rather to love 

God, live with kindness and peace towards all, and most of all, walk humbly with 

God. That is to say that we are called to walk humbly with God as God promises 

to walk humbly with us. 

As we hear Micah’s prophecy this morning, or even as we may think about it in 

that time just before Jesus is born, let us remember that even then, times were 

not perfect. People’s lives were a mess, just as they were in Micah’s day. But 

even in that mess, Hope came. Hope delivered. And it is not that once we have 

accepted that Hope in Jesus that all of a sudden, all of our messes disappear, but 

what it does remind us of is that Hope is never far away. All we need do is rend 

our hearts and turn back toward God. 

God is not looking for strict religious observance as much as he looks for a humble 

and obedient heart. So Christmas, as lovely as it may be, is not about warm fuzzy 

feelings gathered with good friends and family around a cozy fire. It is far less 

picturesque. But it is grace-filled. 

Hebrews 10 tells us why Jesus came in the first place. “When Christ came into 

this world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you 

have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no 

pleasure. But Jesus came to do the will of God; he has come to abolish the need 

for sin offerings so that we all can live by grace. And in that grace, not only do we 

find the treasure of forgiveness but the bounty of growing in God’s grace with 

humble service as we walk together with God. And this is what Christmas is all 

about. This is what we who follow Christ should pay attention to. 


