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December 20, 2020 11:00 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Return to Worship Drive-in and In-person Service 

(Drive-in Worshipers: please remember to stay in your car, bathrooms are NOT available.) 

{In-person Worshipers: please remember to take your temp. before leaving home, wear your mask correctly, 

remain socially distant from others, and exit the sanctuary at the back by the breezeway.} 

 
Welcome 

Lighting the 4th Advent Candle 

Greeting 

Leader: Tell the timid to take heart. 

People: The Lord our God will come! 

Leader: With all our heart, we take refuge in God most high, who created all things, the 
merciful Father, Source of all goodness. 

People: With all our heart, we take refuge in Christ, the Redeemer from sin, who 
restores our true nature, the perfect and mysterious Word. 

ALL: With all our heart, we take refuge in the One who embraces the universe, who at 
all times and in all places responds to our needs, the pure and tranquil Holy Spirit. 

Opening Prayer 

In the advent seasons, when the past has fled, unasked, away and there is nothing left 
to do but wait, God, shelter us. Be our surrounding darkness; be the fertile soil out of which 
hope springs in due time. In uncertain times, help us to greet the dawn and labor on, love on, 
in faith awaiting your purpose hid in you waiting to be born in due time. Amen 

Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, you sent your messengers, the prophets, to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, and may await with joy the 
coming in Glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn #218 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” {vss. 1 & Last} 

Scripture Luke 2:1-20 
 

Sermon "How Can This Be?" 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
  

Lord's Prayer 
  

Hymn #234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” {vss. 1 & 3} 

Benediction   
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"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear" 

{vss. 1 & Last} 

#218 United Methodist Hymnal 

https://youtu.be/rBWDbeRApUU 

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King." 

The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 

 
4. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 

 
In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.' And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
'Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!' 

 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 'Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.' So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

{vss. 1 & 3} 

#234 United Methodist Hymnal 

https://youtu.be/ZqXbda3jHLU 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

 
(Refrain) 

 

12/20/2020 

Remember in Prayer 
 

The Family of Maxine Somervell Nell Casto 

Tony Throckmorton & Family (friends of the Keller Family) Jay Sadler (Nancy Miller's nephew) 

Michael (Mickey) Burshell (biopsy for lung cancer) Courtney & Nate Myers 

The Family and Friends of Joe Buffa Tommy George (Nancy Miller's cousin having undetermined health issues) 

Joann Clark (complications from diabetes) Margaret Carter (Karen Carter's mother-in-law Hospice Care) 

Shawn Miller (Wayne Smith's friend) Steve Taylor as well as his mother and sister-in-law 

Tonya's brother Todd Staples Angela O'Brien (V. L. Brown's daughter) 

All the families & responders of the Western Wildfires, the Gulf Coast & 

Florida Hurricanes, the Central America hurricane as well as those 

suffering from the Covid-19 Pandemic 

The Mahoney Family (V. L. Brown's daughter, son-in-law, and 

grandchildren) 

OUR SERVICEMEN & WOMEN  

 
OTHERS IN NEED OF LONG-TERM PRAYER: 

 

Anne Owen Cheryl Eanes Dunaway 

Barbara Ritch-Brant Connie Eanes George 

Burch & Kendall Vickery Sue Wilson 

Patsy Kitching Ace Oestreich 

Donna Bishop Dana Arnold (Donna Bishop's daughter) 

Phyllis Pape The Keane Family 

Miriam Foote (B. Oestreich’s mother) John Carter (kidney disease) 

Vickie Hogge – Stacy Corbin's Aunt - cancer Lori Eanes (has received kidney transplant) 

Pat Kuestner – Tonya's friend (brain surgery) ALL CAREGIVERS 

 


