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Well, here we are on the very last weekend of 2020. I am sure that it is safe to say that most if 

not all of us are just glad to say we made it. 

 
Not only are we glad to see this year in our rear-view mirrors, but perhaps more than ever, we 

are looking forward to what lies ahead. And as we do, we pray with all our hearts that the 

year ahead will be nothing like the year soon to be behind us. We pray for more than a 

change of heart or a change in direction.  Maybe like Simeon, we yearn to see a consolation of 

sorts not just for America, the way Simeon did for Israel, but we pray it for the whole world. 

 
A consolation; what do I mean? We often think of a participant in a contest who does not win, 

as one who receives a consolation prize, such as second or third, or maybe even, as a “Thank 

You” for participating prize. But the key to this word consolation is not about a prize for 

coming anywhere, but first, it is about receiving consolation. 

 
To be consoled is to be comforted, you might even say, to be reassured. And who needs to be 

comforted or reassured more than someone who does not come out on top. Israel was a 

nation that never seemed to come out on top, not the way they had thought anyway, not 

since the days of King David, or maybe Solomon. And yet, so many were waiting, waiting for 

God to send a Messiah, the one who would be sent back by God to complete what God had 

started in Israel. 

 
But notice what Simeon says as he recognizes Jesus as God’s Chosen Messiah, “guided by the 

Spirit,” Simeon came into the temple. When Jesus’ parents brought him in to do what was 

customary under the law, which was to be circumcised on the eighth day, Simeon took him in 

his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the gentiles and glory to your people Israel. 

 
Did you hear that? Simeon, a righteous and devout Jew, who had waited his whole life to see 

God bring to Israel, not victory over Rome, or anyone else for that matter, but rather a 

consolation, a comfort, a reassurance. Of what? Not only that God had not abandoned them, 



but that God still had a purpose for Israel. It would be a purpose that would once again bring 

glory to Israel. Something for which they can take great pride, and that is that the Messiah 

would come not just for Israel, but as a revelation of light to the gentiles, meaning the rest of 

the world. 

 

Even Simeon, who for all we know was not a priest or a prophet, but just a regular man, who 

had waited his whole life to see a sign from God, found that his quest was complete in seeing 

Jesus. The same can be said of Anna, who waited night and day for the redemption of Israel. 

Again notice, she is not waiting for a victory or a victory parade, but rather she is waiting for 

God’s redemptive work for her people, but it only comes as a gift of redemption for all people, 

Israelites, Egyptians, Samaritans, Turks, Asian, and the list goes on. 

 

Another sign that we may want to take notice of here is that all of this takes place on the 

eighth day after Jesus’ birth. All male children are to be circumcised on the eighth day after 

their birth. Not only does that mark the full completion of the first week, remembering that 

first week of creation, but it is also the first day of something new. In Jesus, God has come to 

make all things new. It is the fulfillment of one era and the beginning of a new one. It wraps 

up one promise to be with and guide and comfort and reassure Israel, all the while offering 

hope to the rest of the world. 

 

This is what both Simeon and Anna saw when they laid eyes on this eight-day-old baby. They 

were both comforted by what God had done and also excited for what God was about to do. 

They saw what they needed to see, and they could go in peace. 

 

In our day and time, as we come through a very challenging year, a year wrought with sickness 

and death, tragedy after tragedy, maybe we feel a little like Simeon or Anna, waiting to see if 

God is still with us. Forget being first; does God even remember who we are as people? Are 

we still his people? Or will we be forgotten forever? 

 

I’ve been reminded that though we do not know the actual date of Jesus’ birth, this date of 

December 25 was assigned because it is a day that comes in the darkest time of the year. It is 

a day when the light of God breaks through the darkness of our world, literally and spiritually. 

 

Jesus’ birth comes at just the right time to not only remind us that God is still with us, but that 

God keeps his promise. A promise to bring a light of revelation to a world walking in darkness 

and to bring glory to those who already claim him. 

 

 



As it turns out, maybe this is no ordinary consolation prize after all, but rather the first prize of 

being consoled, comforted, remembered as well as embraced and included by a God who so   

loved us in this world that he gave his only begotten Son. I cannot think of a greater prize than 

that. 

 

Now, may we, like Simeon and Anna, find our peace with God, knowing that our eyes have 

seen God’s salvation. Hope is not only on the way, but it is also here, and it has had a hold of 

us all along. 

 
 


