
 

December 27, 2020 11:00 a.m. 

First Sunday after Advent 

Return to Worship Drive-in and In-person Service 

(Drive-in Worshipers: please remember to stay in your car, bathrooms are NOT available.) 

{In-person Worshipers: please remember to take your temp. before leaving home, wear your mask correctly, 

remain socially distant from others, and exit the sanctuary at the back by the breezeway.} 

Welcome 

Greeting 

Leader: Christ is born; give him glory! 

People: Christ has come down from heaven; receive him! Christ is now on earth; exalt 
him!  

Leader: O you earth, sing to the Lord! 

People: O you nations, praise him in joy, for he has been glorified! 
 

Opening Prayer 

Eternal God, by the birth of Jesus Christ, you gave yourself to the world. Grant that, 
being born in our hearts, he may save us from all our sins, and restore within us the image 
and likeness of our Creator, to whom be everlasting praise and glory, world without end. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

We confess to you, all-knowing God, what we are. We are not the people we like others 
to think we are. We are afraid to admit, even to ourselves, what lies in the depths of our souls. 
But we cannot hide our true selves from you. You know us as we are, and yet you love us. 
Help us not to shrink from self-knowledge. Teach us to respect ourselves for your sake. Give 
us the courage to put our trust in your guiding power. Raise us out of the paralysis of guilt 
into the freedom and energy of forgiven people. And for those who, through long habit, find 
forgiveness hard to accept, we ask you to break their bondage and set them free, through 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Hymn #230 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” {all verses} 

Scripture Luke 2:22-40 
 

Sermon “Living with Hope-filled Faith” 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
  

Hymn #220 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” {vss. 1, 2 & 4} 

Benediction   



 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

{all verses} 

#230 United Methodist Hymnal 

https://youtu.be/IvgSZPGbuwI 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

 
3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 



 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:22 - 40 

 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 
of the Lord, ’a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 
that moment she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God 
was upon him. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

{vss. 1, 2 & 4} 

#220 United Methodist Hymnal 

https://youtu.be/tGO21PpiDB8 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er 

all the earth; ye who sang creation’s story 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 
2 Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your 

flocks by night, God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant light: 

[Refrain] 

 

4. Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in 

hope and fear; suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

[Refrain] 

 

 

12/27/2020 

Remember in Prayer 
 

Tonya Spears nephew, Austin Cox The family of Joe Wozniki (Pastor’s cousins’ family) 

The Family of Maxine Somervell Nell Casto 

Tony Throckmorton & Family (friends of the Keller Family) Jay Sadler (Nancy Miller’s nephew) 

Michael (Mickey) Burshell (biopsy for lung cancer) Tommy George (Nancy Miller’s cousin having undetermined health 

issues) 

Joann Clark (complications from diabetes) Margaret Carter (Karen Carter’s mother-in-law Hospice Care) 

Shawn Miller (Wayne Smith’s friend) Steve Taylor as well as his mother and sister-in-law 

Tonya’s brother Todd Staples Angela O’Brien (V. L. Brown’s daughter) 

All the families & responders of the Western Wildfires, the Gulf Coast & 

Florida Hurricanes, the Central America hurricane as well as those 

suffering from the Covid-19 Pandemic 

The Mahoney Family (V. L. Brown’s daughter, son-in-law, and 

grandchildren) 

OUR SERVICEMEN & WOMEN  

OTHERS IN NEED OF LONG-TERM PRAYER: 
 

Anne Owen Cheryl Eanes Dunaway 

Barbara Ritch-Brant Connie Eanes George 

Burch & Kendall Vickery Sue Wilson 

Patsy Kitching Ace Oestreich 

Donna Bishop Dana Arnold (Donna Bishop’s daughter) 

Phyllis Pape The Keane Family 

Miriam Foote (B. Oestreich’s mother) John Carter (kidney disease) 

Vickie Hogge – Stacy Corbin’s Aunt - cancer Lori Eanes (has received kidney transplant) 

Pat Kuestner – Tonya’s friend (brain surgery) ALL CAREGIVERS 



 

 


