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When Jesus and three of his most trusted disciples, Peter, James, and John, made their way to that mountain 

top, where they witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration as he met with Elijah and Moses, they were not transfigured 

or transformed. Instead, they were transfixed. They were caught up in a moment that left them wanting to 

stay right there. 

For the three disciples, we often imagine this moment to be so wondrous, so divine that they did not want to 

leave. Or at least that is the sentiment that we get from Peter, who exclaims, "It is good for us to be here, let 

us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Elijah and one for Moses." Meaning, Peter was ready to 

establish new houses of worship for this rather exclusionary experience. Let me translate that. Peter was 

looking to build a special retreat house where he, James, and John could return to again and again. 

Not that there is anything wrong with retreats or retreat houses. They are very much needed, especially in 

difficult times. But we must understand that the most effective purpose of a retreat is not to run away and 

hide or escape our problems, but rather to draw strength and courage and hopefully new inspiration for what 

we must face moving forward. 

As I said last week, Jesus' disciples can be pretty thick-headed. But then can't we all? This is just another 

instance in Mark's gospel where we see evidence of this as Peter, impulsive as he is, is ready to just stay put. 

They just wanted to stay and build a village, but Jesus was calling on them to build something a little bigger. 

Let me ask you, have you ever been in a place where you just wanted to stay put? And it does not have to be 

in some special high spiritual moment in your life. In fact, I am willing to bet that there are many times when 

that moment came when you felt most vulnerable, most hurt. A time when you actually hated it, but you felt 

or at least, as I can remember, you really did not want to move forward in your life. While the pain I felt was 

real and undeniable, so was that moment when I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit as close as I have ever felt 

it. 

Those mountain top experiences are nice when we get the chance to have them. And yes, there comes that 

time when we all must pick up and head back home, back to our lives, and, hopefully, take with us whatever 

revelations we gained from the experience to apply to our lives and our particular ministry. 

We also often experience places where we hate to be and yet find ourselves not wanting to leave because 

it means leaving behind something or someone special. That is what Elisha was facing as he traveled with 

his mentor and friend, Elijah. Three times as they made their way from village to village, Elisha is 

approached by prophets asking him, "Did you know that your master would be taken from you today?" 

Elisha answers them, "Yes, I know, be silent." It was that moment that even though he knew it was 

coming, he dreaded it. He did not want it to come. Instead, he wanted to spend every last minute he had 

with Elijah. 

 



Sometimes, we just can't walk away so easily, can we? Yet, just before Elijah is taken away from Elisha, he 

asks Elisha, "What can I do for you?" Elisha, knowing what will occur, thinks, "What may I have of Elijah that 

I can take with me?" 

And again, many of us have been there; the loved one whom you know is going to die, or the child who has 

grown up and now must move to start their own life; and we ask ourselves, 'What can I take from this 

moment with me?" 

Notice, Elisha did not ask for Elijah's mantle (that scarf-like cloth that he uses to smack the water to cross the 

Jordan), but instead, he asks for a double portion of Elijah's spirit. Elisha knew that he would need more than 

just a mantle, not because he thought he was better than Elijah or more deserving, but on the contrary, he was 

going to need more of Elijah's spirit if he were ever going to try and fill his sandals. He was going to need 

more, just to carry on and move forward. 

Oh, how I am sure that if he could, Elisha would have chosen to stay right there and live in that last moment, 

that last spot where he saw the man he calls father. 

How often do we find ourselves wanting to go back to that place, that time, whether it was a beautiful 

experience like what Peter, James, and John have on that mountain top with Jesus, Elijah, and Moses, or 

those deep dark times in the valleys of life when we last saw our loved one alive, or just before our hearts 

were broken? You see, we have all been there in one way or another, but the real question is, how do we 

move on? How do we pick up the pieces? How do we piece together a broken dream to hold on to a vision 

given by God? 

With Peter, James, and John, it was possible that Jesus was preparing them for his impending death as he 

tells them not to tell anyone until after he has risen from the dead, something they did not understand at the 

time. But they hear the voice of God saying to them, much like you hear at Jesus baptism, "This is my Son, 

with whom I am well pleased." But then the voice says, with that voice of authority, "Listen to Him." It's kind 

of like what my dad said, "If that experience doesn't get your attention, I don't know what will." 

They are compelled by the voice or should I say, the Spirit of God, to follow Jesus back down the mountain, 

back down to where life goes on, back where troubles will rise-up, and back to where the hands and feet of 

Jesus, along with his heart and spirit are needed to help a hurting world. You see, they were not supposed to 

build a village on top of that mountain; they were being called to build a Kingdom for God in the hearts of 

people. 

When you stop to think about it, that is also what Elisha is asking for. He was asking of Elijah, not just for the 

strength to get him through his own sense of loss without him. He was asking for a double portion of Elijah's 

spirit to carry on in the spirit and motivation that Elijah had; to keep moving forward what Elijah started. 

In 1963, a hundred years after the Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

gave his "I Have a Dream Speech" on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. In that speech, he said, "I have a dream 

that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin 

but by the content of their character..." 

And on the night before he was assassinated, he gave his "I Have Been to the Mountain Top" speech. In that 

speech, he said, "I have been to the mountain top! I've seen the Promised Land! A land where all people 

would be free, where all people will be treated equally and fairly." 

 



But then King went on to say, "I may not get there with you." He knew that his time was at hand. He also 

knew the work would have to continue for the sake of the nation, for the sake of all people if we are ever 

going to live in real peace with real justice. 

This was not just Dr. King's dream; it was the dream given to him by the Spirit of God. It is a dream that must 

carry on, not for King's sake, not just for the sake of the African American people, who have suffered so much, 

not even for the sake of all other people of color, and not even just for the sake of people like you and me. 

It must go on because Martin Luther King's dream was not about any one particular group of people's 

freedom over and above anyone else's. It was not about building a safe village or retreat house where we all 

can go from time to time to escape a hostile world. 

Instead, it is about moving forward with a double portion of Elijah's Spirit, the Spirit of God, to continue the work of 

building the Kingdom of God in the hearts and minds of people so that we all may reach the promised land 

together. Because that is the only way we 

 


