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As we begin our journey for the next forty days in Lent, seeking to grow closer and deeper in love with 

God, we need to do so with a basic understanding of what brought us here in the first place. Or 

perhaps I should say, a fundamental remembrance. 

For that is what our relationship with God is built on, remembrance. But what is it that should be 

remembered, and who is to do the remembering? First and foremost, our relationship with God 

should be built on the remembrance of a covenant or promise that God has made with humanity. 

Actually, the one we read about here in Genesis regarding Noah and his sons is just one of many 

covenants that God makes with humanity. 

The first goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden, when God gives the garden to Adam and Eve 

and tells them they can eat of any tree in the garden but the one in the center, they shall not eat of it. 

That would be the first of so many covenants that God's creation would break. Then came the 

covenant that God would make with Cain after killing his brother Able, a covenant to protect him 

even though he was guilty. But then, that is what violence tends to do; it begets more violence. 

Soon humanity became nothing more than a violent mob, killing and pillaging, and raping. All of the 

detestable things that human beings are certainly capable of doing, to be sure. Something was 

certainly amiss. 

This humanity had become, as we may recall from the story of Noah. It reflected nothing of the 

likeness of the God who had created it all. It was nothing more than a violent mob, ransacking evil 

wherever they went on whomever they so choose. So, God became sorry that he had ever 

created such beings. Beings who were supposed to reflect his image. 

I am sure God must have been thinking, "Surely that is not how I must appear to my people." Maybe 

God thought to himself, "maybe I may have made a mistake" with all of this creation. But then God 

thought again, "If I can find just one good man with a good family, maybe I can redo or renew this 

whole creation." 

And so, God did just that when he found Noah. Through Noah and his family, God decided to try and 

salvage what he could of not only humanity but all that lived and breathed on the face of the earth. 

God told Noah of his plan to wash away all the rotting parts of his creation, all of that which had 

spoiled and turned evil, and that Noah and his family were going to be the ones to give God's creation 

a fresh new start. But it wasn't going to be pretty or easy or quick. For many years Noah and his family 



would spend building an ark, all the while trying to convince the locals to see what God was trying to 

do. God was actually trying to save creation. But none of them would listen. So, Noah just kept 

building the ark until one day he had completed it. 

Then just as God had said, two of every kind of animal began to show up and board the ark. They also 

would become partners along with Noah and his family in recreating God's creation. When all were 

on board and the rains began to fall, they were safely in the care of God on board that ark. But all of 

the rest of that old creation would be swept away in the vast floods that came. 

For forty days and forty nights, the rains would come down, and waters would spew forth from the 

ground, and the entire earth would be covered in the cleansing flood of God. And then, for forty more 

days, the waters would recede until finally, the ark would come to rest on top of a mountain. 

Finally, when the ground had dried up enough, they all would disembark the ark, and it was then that 

God looks at what had taken place. Nothing was the same, not even Noah and his family, for they had 

been witnesses to God's mighty power, but they had also become partners with God in this new 

creation. 

So, God made this next covenant, not just with Noah and his family, but all of his ancestors who would 

come afterward. Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood. "Never again shall there 

be a flood to destroy the earth." 

And then God said, "This is the sign that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 

with you. I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 

earth." 

We know that sign as a rainbow, and we are apt to think of the rainbow as a beautiful flowing arch of 

color that is full of grace and peace. But before you get lost in that visual too much, let me suggest to 

you what a theologian suggested in his commentary that I read in Interpreters. The bow, as you may 

also be aware of is a weapon of war. As a matter of fact, in these "Old Testament" times, that is all 

that a bow was known to be. A weapon of war or at least of battle. 

In releasing the floodwaters over the earth, God had waged war against his own creation, not because 

God was angry, but rather because he was sad and hurt, that what he had created looked nothing like 

what he had intended it to, and so, with the exception of one good man and a few animals, relatively 

speaking God wiped it out. 

But afterward, God concluded that the total destruction of all of creation was too great a price to pay 

even for the evil that had taken place. 

In this covenant, God does not demand anything of Noah and his family except to go and repopulate 

the earth. God knows that evil will remain in the hearts of men and women. As much as God wants 

his creation to reflect his image, God knows that without some offering on his part, it will not happen. 

So, the first sign of a covenant of promise and one to be remembered is God sets aside his bow, 

never to raise it again, except to be a sign of that covenant of saving grace. 



Now I am going to make a rainbow connection, but it will not involve the Muppets, though I guess I 

could ask Stephanie to sing that. 

The connection is that God's first sign of a covenant in that rainbow which we see after a good rain 

connects us to another covenant and sign we find in the waters of baptism that is the covenant where 

God claims us as his own. That promise that not only will God remember his creation, but that God 

remembers us as his own children. 

Never again does God ever want to destroy us or seek to wash us away in raging floods, but rather 

God, in His infinite mercy and goodness, seeks to save us. So much so that instead of sending a flood 

to deal with our sinful nature, God sends his only Son to take the place of our death, and he does that 

on a cross of shame and humiliation. 

And when that cross, like that rainbow, is set up and we look on it, we remember, and God 

remembers, not only that God made a promise never to destroy creation again, but that for all of us 

who call on God as our Father, our creator, God will look upon us and not just remember but 

recognize that we are his children. While we, like children, maybe prone to stray, it is God's undying 

hope that we will strive to reflect the kind of parent God is in who we become. 

So, we belong to God. From the sign of the rainbow to the waters of baptism to the cross on Calvary, 

God is always giving us a sign that God remembers us, that God is not a god of destruction and 

misery, but rather A God of new life and hope. 

But we as his children must also remember that God is looking for us to reflect his goodness in our 

character and our being. Isn't that what any good parent ultimately wants to see in their children? A 

reflection of themselves in the children they raise up. 

Let us take this journey confident that we are the children of God and that God does go with us. And 

let us pay attention as to how we reflect God in our lives. 
 


