
“God’s Plan is So Much Bigger” 

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

Mark 8: 31 – 38 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

When Abraham set out on that journey to follow God, to go and see a promise-land he had never seen 

before, to receive a blessing that for all practical purposes was no more than a wishful thought of 

having a son born to him by his wife Sara, he had no idea, none what-so-ever, of where that would take 

him. He had no idea of what challenges he would face or marvels he would see. All he had was this 

vision that God had given to him of a rich land and so many descendants that they could not be 

counted. 

It sounds like a dream that is too good to be true. A dream that maybe only a foolish old man would 

dream, a man who, looking back over his life, wishes he could redo some things. Maybe, then again, 

maybe not. Perhaps he longed for something that he did not have, something that was bigger than 

himself. Like so many of us, maybe Abraham wondered if all that he was meant to do or be was right 

there in the land of the Chaldeans, the land of Ur, or was he meant for more. 

In this proposal that God speaks to Abraham about, it becomes the opportunity to find out. To pursue 

not just some ambition of his own making, but to put everything on the line, all of it, all that he owned, all 

that he valued, and follow this voice in the wind, the Spirit of God. The latter beckoned him to leave it all 

behind to see what lay ahead. 

Such is what we call faith. This is the kind of faith that we are invited to step into and journey through, 

not just through the season of Lent, but really, every day of our lives. The longer we go, the more I am 

convinced of that. Nothing that we have, nothing that we know, nothing that we understand that binds 

us to our past will last forever. And I am beginning to think it is not meant to. 

That doesn’t mean that our past or our history, if you will, is not important. It is. Our past is the place 

where we started from, the places that we have moved through and learned valuable lessons. 

But what we learn from our experiences and how we can grow from those lasting impressions going 

forward is what we as a people of faith must consider, especially in this season of Lent. What is more 

important? What the Holy Spirit teaches us or the cheap souvenirs we want to take with us. 

This season of shedding off that which is not important to what matters to God and attaining that which 

is. This was part of God’s proposal to Abraham, “Walk before Me and be blameless, and I will make a 

covenant between you and Me and will make you exceedingly numerous. You shall be the ancestor of 

a multitude of nations. 

But listen closely to the next part because here is where Abraham must make a monumental decision. 

God says No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham.” To you  and me, 

hearing it in English may not sound like it is that big of a deal.  But it is. Because what God is asking 

Abram to do is give up everything, even his name, to follow him, that is to walk before God and be 

blameless, meaning here to be obedient to God. To do this was not about following a law. 

There was no law. This was about walking before God in faith. To go before God wherever God sent 

him. 



Doing so would change everything for Abraham, even his name. Abram, which means “Exalted 

father,” now becomes “Father of nations” it does not mean that Abraham changes his personality, but 

instead, it marks a new stage in his life, one that now has a divine purpose. Abram and Sari no 

longer live for themselves, but Abraham and Sara live for God. Their lives take on a new meaning, 

thus living for so much more than they could even dream of. 

But living for God did not mean that the path forward would be any easier. In fact, in some ways, it 

would become even more challenging because you see, they would be leaving the place they knew 

so well and go to a foreign land, a place that is unknown to them to make a new life, a life which they 

would also devote to following God. 

When Jesus began to teach the crowd that followed him, including his 12 disciples, that the Son of 

Man must undergo great suffering and be rejected by the elders and priests and all of those 

significant and influential people of Israel, Peter began to worry. Taking Jesus aside, he told Jesus 

in so many words, “Are you crazy? If you do that, then all we have worked for will be lost! Why on 

earth would you do that?” 

But then Jesus, looking at the other disciples, turns to Peter and calls him out by calling him Satan, 

which simply means adversary. And he tells Peter in so many words, “That is the problem Peter, you 

have your mindset on earthly plans, grabbing at things you think you can control, and you are not 

looking to what God has planned, which is something so much bigger and better. It is unknown to 

you, Peter.  You will just have to trust God.” 

You see, Peter could not see it. And truth be told, neither could Abraham, nor can you or I, because 

what this endeavor calls for is not for us to be able to lay our eyes on it and claim it, but it calls for us 

to listen carefully to that voice of the Spirit of God that calls us to move into a foreign land, an 

unknown territory, even places that we feel like we would never want to go, but because God calls us 

to go, we go. 

The truth of the matter is, sometimes we must go whether we agree to or not. 

That is the world in which we live today. So many things that are happening right now, in our day and 

time, leave us longing for days of the past, as if we could hold on to them somehow, we could bring 

them back. Forget this following God; it is too hard; it is too much to ask. 

But I ask you if you should decide to stay where you were, where would you be? If you are not 

following God, then who are you following? Only as we move forward with God in the promise that 

God makes is that we begin to discover who we are and what our divine purpose is. Like Abraham, 

like Peter, who at first balks at the notion of going to Jerusalem to watch Jesus die, both can only 

discover what God’s promise is for them and the generations that will come after them if they will 

walk before God. To be obedient, to be faithful, to let go of what we must, to grab hold of a promise 

that is meant for eternity. 

A promise that is faithful, just, and filled with hope and grace. But most of all, it is filled with a life that 

is full of love. The alternative to that, as Jesus rightly points out, is nothing but shame. 

The choice we have is not so much of a choice, given our options. And while it is true that our path 

forward through a wilderness of trouble is painful and uncertain because we cannot always see what 

is up ahead, it beats staying spiritually in one place, fooling ourselves into thinking we have all we will 

ever need. Because in the end, whatever lies in the past, evaporates and is no more. 



It is only God who can lead us into a future that is full of promise and full of life, and we can only 

attain that by his grace given for us by Jesus. That is God’s plan. 


