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Some Greeks were among those who went up to worship at the feast. Have you ever wondered why 

these Greeks were coming up to worship at a Jewish festival, especially the Passover? 

These were not Greek-speaking Jews. These were Non-Jewish Greeks. They had not come just to 

worship at Passover. They had come to see Jesus. What the Pharisees feared would happen in 

verse 19, that the whole world would begin to seek Jesus out, has indeed come true. 

"Sir, we want to meet Jesus." Why did they want to meet Jesus? What was their reason? Why could 

they not have left well enough alone? 

And who would ever think that those six little words could turn the world upside down? Who would 

ever believe that they could create so much havoc and chaos? "Sir, we want to meet Jesus." 

"The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people. It won't be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I led them out of the land of Egypt. I will write 

my instructions on their hearts." Jeremiah announces a significant shift in the way God would do 

things in the future. 

And the time had come. It may not seem like it at this very moment, but these Greeks, coming to see 

Jesus, marked a pivotal point for the world, for you and me. A significant shift was taking place that 

would forever change the world. 

The Arch Bishop of Canterbury, Bishop William Temple, said, "The Church is the one institution that 

exists for those outside it." This may help explain why this major shift was more like an 8-point 

earthquake on a social shakeup Richter scale. Or an emotional F-5 tornado that hit the landscape 

and rearranged or reshaped the world view. 

For instance, who would have ever thought the words," No, I will not go to the back of the bus, I'm 

tired" from a tired woman would have stirred up so much controversy in a small southern town that we 

would remember her fifty years later and honor her bravery? 

Or what about the march across the Edmund Pettis Bridge in the sleepy little town of Selma, 

Alabama, would have become a national and even international rallying cry for freedom and peace 

with justice. 

No one really saw it back then; some could only hope that somehow it might make a difference in the 

Quest for Equal Rights and true freedom for black Americans, really all people of color in a racially 

divided America in the 1960's. 

But fifty years later, those two events have become a mile post in American History, much like the 

Boston Tea Party that marked a particular way of life, which from that point on, shifted and changed 

life as we know it. 



None of those events shifted peacefully. They never do because while one side seeks a better way, 

the other side refuses to let go of what they have. Everybody has their reasons. 

That was certainly the case when these Greeks came looking to see Jesus. For they did not just want 

to see Jesus so they could go back and say while we were in Jerusalem, we got to meet Jesus, as if 

they had been on vacation. They had heard about this man and his teaching, and they wanted to 

become his disciples. 

Something happened that caused them to come to seek Jesus out. They were looking for their lives 

to change for the better. They had had enough of whatever was happening in their lives. 

No one knew what this would mean; Phillip and Andrew knew that this was unusual. So different that 

they had to say to these Greeks, "Wait here," and let us see if this was going to be ok; we've never 

had anybody like you here before. But they could not see the impact it would have later. 

But Jesus knew. He knew what was happening, and he knew what it meant for the world, and he 

knew what it would mean for him. It was that pivotal moment when someone said enough is enough. 

He knew the social earthquake, the emotional tornado, and the spiritual hurricane that was about to 

hit all at once. 

But he also knew how it would forever change the landscape for those seeking after God. 

Where did Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King Jr. find the strength to do what they did in the face of 

such adversity? Where did the Greeks find the courage to come seek out Jesus in the middle of a 

Jewish Passover? 

Where does Jesus find the courage and the moral fortitude to do what he really does not want to do 

because of what it means for him, but because of what it will mean for the whole world, he goes and 

does it anyway? 

I will tell you. It is the same place we can find what we need to make whatever changes we need to 

make in our lives. They may not be significant earthshaking moments that will forever change the 

course of world history, but knowing the power and love of God, we find when we come looking to 

see Jesus will definitely shake things up in our lives. It will take us down a different road than the one 

we see the world taking. But on the other hand, if we never see a need to make life better for all, we 

will hold onto whatever we have for dear life. 

Jerimiah tells the house of Israel and the house of Judah (two kingdoms divided over religion, where 

and how to worship, over politics and corruption coupled with bad prophets or, as we might call them 

today, advisors) that God is going to make a new covenant with them. But it will not be like the last 

covenant, one that was written in stone that people will read once or twice and forget, but rather this 

will be a law that He will write upon your hearts. 

With this new covenant, as the psalmist says in Psalm 51, we will look for God to create a clean heart 

within us and put a new and right spirit within us. 

That spirit is none other than the power of a love that can change the world, not by changing the 

world around us, but rather by changing the hearts within us. 

When those Greeks came seeking out Jesus, they had a reason. They were not looking to change 

the things around them. They were looking for something that would change them. They had a 

reason that was deep and meaningful. They wanted to become disciples of a Jewish man from 



Nazareth. They were not looking to change the world. They wanted something to change for 

themselves, but that decision would have a ripple effect that would begin to change the world. 

"Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 

grain, but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, but those who hate their life in 

this world will keep it for eternal life." This is the Spirit of Christ. 

It is the spirit that we, who follow Christ, are called to live in not because some law written on stone 

tablets or congressional papers tell us we should, but because if we are true followers, true believers, 

it is written on our hearts. 

To love God with all of our hearts, minds, strength, and soul, and to share this love of God with our 

neighbors, white, black, brown, foreign, we are called to die unto our selfish desires and put the love 

of Christ first. So that when we lift up this example of Christ's love, crucified for our sake, He will draw 

the world unto himself. 

Christ's blood is the ink of the new covenant that is meant to be written on our hearts. Christ's blood is 

the reason that will change the world, but only as we allow it to change our hearts. 
 


