
"What Does a Christian Look Like?" 

Acts 3: 1 – 19 

1 John 3: 1- 7 
 

1 John 3: Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 

What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we shall be like him, for we will see him as he is. 

And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure." 

What is a Christian supposed to look like? I am sure that is a question most of us have thought 

about at least once or twice in our lifetimes. Perhaps you may think that a good Christian is 

supposed to be a person of high moral character, doesn't drink, doesn't cuss, never thinks 

impure thoughts, and furthermore, would never associate with those that do. 

From this perspective, a good Christian person would be in church every Sunday, leading Bible 

studies, perhaps serving on every committee, and always making sure they are outdoing 

everyone else in what they give. They would keep clear lines of distinction between 

themselves and those whose lives are just a little less than perfect. Maybe they would be the 

kind of person who would say to someone struggling with a moral/ethical decision, "If you 

were a good Christian, your decision would be a no-brainer." 

But is that really what a good Christian looks like? Is a good Christian person someone who 

never seems to struggle with making moral and ethical decisions? Is a good Christian person 

someone who never does or says anything that could be misconstrued to be a sin, simply 

because they want there to be no confusion? 

Is a good Christian person someone who can and should make judgments about others, 

deeming them worthy or unworthy of grace? Please don't confuse one's worthiness of grace 

with one's worthiness based on merit. No one who breaks the law, no matter how major or 

minor, has a good track record based on merit. And no one who cannot say "I am sorry, I was 

wrong," no matter how big or small the offense was, is worthy of grace. And yet, the thing 

about grace is that God still offers it to you anyway. But you must be willing to accept it on 

God's terms. 

Now, these are hard times to be sure. We see an awful lot of laws being broken. We see an 

awful lot of hurt and pain and needless suffering because of so many people, hell-bent on 

being right, no matter what. We see so much pain being inflicted on top of pain, that it in 

some cases, literally sickens us. And by the same token, we seem to see less and less grace, 

especially by the people who are supposed to espouse grace. That's right, Christians - Children 

of God. 



Yet, we Christians are called to be Children of God in precisely such a place and time as this. 

These times, when all the world seems to be at odds with itself and most certainly at odds 

with this higher calling and purpose gifted to us by God, through his grace; something we 

received, not because we deserved it, but only as we have believed in God's only Son who died 

for our sins. That is, trusting in God's love, we as a whole do not seem to be doing a good job 

of conveying this to this hurting world. Maybe it's because we are caught up in the hurt 

ourselves. 

If all of this feels just a bit messy, it's because it is. Trying to determine the fine line between 

living a good life in Christ and trying to always be good in the eyes of others so that we do not 

ruin our image or send the wrong signals, or just getting caught up in the middle of so much 

pain can be quite perplexing and a juggling act that is hard to carry out. 

But in truth, I think we Christians can make more out of this than we really need to. 1st John 3 

tells us what, first and foremost, we should look for when trying to understand who and what 

we are supposed to immolate. It is not perfection; it is not correctness, political or otherwise. 

The first thing 1 John 3 tells us to look at is nothing less than the Father's love. The love that 

He has given to us, the love that we should even be called the Children of God in the first 

place, which means here an adoption that grafts us into God's family, not just as creatures, but 

as children invited to become a part of a household, even though we did nothing to deserve it. 

When we accept God's gift of grace through his Son Jesus that is the gift of love that God has 

poured out on us.  It is a gift that forgives and accepts, and cleanses, and renews us all at once. 

It is a gift that continues to do so throughout our lives so that in one sense, even though we 

are being renewed each day, reaffirmed in God's love each day, we are never fully at our peak 

with God until we meet face to face. Only then will we be able to see what we should look 

like. That is when we shall see Him fully as he is. 

Full of justice, full of grace, full of peace, full of love, full of hope, and righteousness, this is the 

look of a Christian. 

The look of a Christian is not to be a do-gooder, or a be-gooder, or live the perfect life to the 

envy of all, but rather the Christian's look is to look something like that of Peter and John, on 

their way to prayer when they encountered a man lame from birth. The first thing you need 

to realize here is that the lame man is considered an unclean man. He is not perfect. Never 

has been. Because in Jewish law, he is deformed. He has a blemish and not worthy of God's 

blessing, perhaps mercy, but not a blessing. Not acceptance. That was the law. 

Unfortunately, as I have already alluded to, it seems to be true in some Christian circles as 

well. Many Christians are willing to show a little mercy to someone not perfect, damaged 



goods, but so far as to welcome them in and invite them to become a part of their family, the 

family of God that may be pushing it. 

All this lame man was hoping for was just a little mercy. Why? Because that was all he had 

come to expect. It was the most anyone was ever willing to give. A little mercy. A little 

offering. Just enough for another day if he was lucky. 

So, when he saw Peter and John and asked for a bit of mercy, a little guilt offering, they told 

him outright, they didn't have any. But they did have something much better. They offered 

him grace. Grace in the form of healing, Grace in the form of acceptance for who and what he 

was, it was grace that would help him find wholeness in who he was. 

Peter and John offered him the healing and love in the name of Jesus. There is power in that 

name. When we truly believe in it, that power breaks down barriers that people want to 

throw up. We throw barriers up to protect ourselves or to hide our sins that we don't want 

others to know we have. We throw up barriers because we are afraid of just how different we 

may come across to others. 

But the thing is, when we let Jesus in, when we allow God's love to flow down us and in us and 

through us, we discover that our differences are not all that big after all. Our imperfections 

are small compared to the possibilities made real in us through God's loving care, who made 

us all. 

That is why it is so important for us Christians to really see what it is that a real Christian looks 

like and not just think about it the way the world likes to see us. It is important for us to really 

see it also because a Christian is more than what our eyes see. It goes beyond skin color, hair 

and gender, and background and upbringing. It blows out of the water the misconception that 

we are all perfect people with perfect lives, perfect income, and perfect Jobs with perfect 

families. We all have our ideas about what perfection is, and all I can say is that that kind of 

perfection is simply not perfect at all. It is a false narrative. 

But perfect love is what Peter and John offer to the lame man that day. The healing love of 

God in Jesus Christ. It is compassion combined with care and a resolve to lift him out of his 

misery. It did not matter who he was, or where he was from or what color his skin was, or 

anything else that could have made him imperfect in the eyes of some. To Peter and John, 

two children of God, this man was just another child of God needing to find his way home. 

And they were there to show him the way. 

Folks, Peter and John finally understood that. They had to let go of their ignorance, things 

they thought they knew but really didn't so that they could grab hold of a new and better 

understanding of who God was and who it was that God was calling them to be. Only when 



they did that, could they grow more into the likeness of God they could only hope to see. Only  

then could that lame man get up and walk, maybe even dance into the Kingdom of God. 

Being a Christian is not about what we look like on the surface, our good looks, perfect 

posture, and proper language use. It is not about image consulting. It is about what we look   

like on the inside, our character, our sense of treating people- no matter who they are, with 

decency, respect, care, and a deep sense of love that can only come from God. 

If you want to know what a Christian looks like, that is a good start. 
 


