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One of the things that I have missed the most over this past year has been hearing your 

voices, not just in singing, but in the weekly gathering in person to hear you raise your voices 

in prayer, in response to God's word, to listen to your chatter before and after the service. 

To hear how your week went or to hear about the funny thing that happened to you on your 

way to wherever. 

Hearing voices, live voices, coming from a person standing or sitting next to you has never 

seemed to matter so much. One of the biggest problems this pandemic has imposed on so 

many people aside from the disease itself has been the sense of loneliness and depression 

that so many have suffered from. I know that it has affected all of us in one way or another. 

Even those of us who have had someone else in our household to talk with, after a while, 

need another voice to listen to or another set of ears to hear us. 

Another sad commentary that I believe this pandemic has saddled us with is the sense of 

fear that has increased in many of us because of the rising tensions we have witnessed 

around our nation. The outcome of the conviction of the former police officer that murdered 

George Floyd has helped to release some of that tension, but still, we must deal with this 

growing sense of distrust in our neighbors, our leaders, our local authorities. 

In some ways, it has shined a light on some major problems that we as a nation have been 

ignoring for centuries, such as racism, and bigotry, and other prejudices that affect women, 

corruption, and other matters. But even then, if all we can hear are the voices that seem to 

exacerbate these issues to the silence of those voices that would offer solutions and a way 

forward, then that shining light of enlightenment can be nothing more than a blinding light 

making us even more afraid to take the next step. 

So, my question for us this morning is, what voices do you listen to? What is it that has 

captured your attention, especially over this past year? It is not that I am suggesting to you 

to ignore those things that are happening in and around our communities, our nation, and 

even our world. But I want to suggest is that there are other voices that we, as a people of 

faith, need to hear. To deal with all that we are faced with, we need to listen to the voice of 

the good shepherd. 



When a sheep is lost, and the shepherd goes and looks for that one lost sheep, he or she 

doesn't just go looking silently for that sheep. The shepherd is constantly calling out for that 

sheep. Why? Because that lost sheep will know the sound of the shepherd's voice and being 

lost, it will cry out; it will say, "I am over here, can you hear me, because I can hear you?" 

The shepherd knows his sheep, and the sheep will know the shepherd. And it is that 

familiarity that brings the lost sheep and the shepherd back together. I've never raised 

sheep, but I have dealt with cows as a younger person, and whenever we had a missing cow 

or calf, we would have to walk through the woods calling out, and the word we would use 

was Sook! Basically, it meant, "Hey, I've got food, and I am over here." We would holler, 

"SOOK! SOOK!" If the cow or calf were in earshot, they would call back, or you would hear 

them come running if they were able to at all. Otherwise, you kept looking. It was that 

familiar voice that they would hear that said, "I am here for you." 

So, what does the voice of the good shepherd sound like, and how does it compare to all of 

the other voices we hear clamoring for our attention? The Gospel of John tells us that the 

sheep who belong to the shepherd will listen for his voice. And these sheep or people, as 

that is what we are really talking about here, are not just the people we know and like, only 

those with whom we associate or agree with, or just those who look and act like us. They 

are people who come from all walks of life and backgrounds, cultures, challenges, and 

difficulties. 

Sometimes they are those lost souls that we never knew were even out there because they 

were not in our flock before; that is to say, they did not come from where we came from. 

But they are nonetheless important to the good shepherd. 

And when the good shepherd calls them and they come into our flock, we being good sheep, 

make room and welcome them in as a part of our flock. No matter who they are or where 

they have come from. We do so because they have heard and responded to the voice of the 

shepherd. 

So, what is it that the voice of the shepherd is saying that is so different than all of these 

other voices again clamoring for our attention? 1 John 3: 16 says, "we know love by this that 

he laid down his life for us. The voice of the good shepherd is the one saying, "I have laid 

down my life for you." And "I have got you, I will not abandon you or give up on you, so long 

as you follow my voice, abide in my word, live within my domain. I am here for you. I will 

not attack you; I will not harm you. You do not need to be afraid of me. Better yet, I will 

send my Spirit to watch over you. You do not need to worry, even when your life here 

becomes hard. I will be with you all the way." 



But how does that compare to the other voices that we are hearing? To be sure, there are 

the voices that are calling for justice. And to live according to a rule of law and order that 

helps us all to live together in a civilized society. And when those laws are broken, law and 

order with justice must be carried out. 

But when the voices calling for justice are not following and abiding in the good shepherd's 

voice, those voices are as lost as the single sheep. They are voices that are not calling for 

justice; they are calling for vengeance. They are voices that want to retaliate rather than 

strive for peace and faithfulness under the law. 

But the bigger problem here is if we are listening to that group of lost voices calling out to 

follow them, it becomes much harder to hear the one voice of the good shepherd over that 

lost flock. 

The trial of Derrick Chauvin is a good example of what I am trying to get across. It highlights 

so many of those things that we as a nation have basically chosen to ignore, like racial bias 

and so many things we never even really thought to consider, like mental health. It also may 

cause us to confront our own biases and fears enough to ask ourselves what we would do 

and how we might handle that situation. 

Let's listen to all of the voices that tell us to live in fear, to use all of the power we have at 

our disposal to eliminate what we perceive to be a threat. That is certainly one way to 

handle our problems, and here I am not just talking about the George Floyd/ Derick Chauvin 

case. I am talking about how we let our fears and our anxieties overtake our more 

reasonable minds. I am not suggesting that we ignore the warning signs of danger or risk to 

life. 

But I am suggesting that especially as a people who are called by the good shepherd to listen 

to his voice, to hear what it is our Lord is saying to us, "I laid down my life for you, and you 

ought to lay down your life for one another." That is a different message than the one that is 

telling you to be afraid and to use the power of force. 

No, this voice is telling us to consider the voice of reason, the force of love. It is the voice 

that tells us to be aware of our own biases and fears but not let them rule our lives. 

Stephanie and I did a special training event yesterday, sponsored by the Northumberland 

and Lancaster County clergy and laity people wanting to bring about a much-needed 

change in the race relations that we have in our area. 

Not that they are bad, but we know that they could be better. We know that we still have a 

long way to go for all races to understand ourselves and each other better. 



This training is helping those of us who are taking it, many of whom are clergy and leaders in 

our churches and communities, both black and white and Asian and Hispanic. We are 

learning to discover our own hidden biases and how we can address them in a safe space. 

You know, where we hear not the voice of an angry crowd yelling at us or criticizing us, but 

we hear the voice of the good shepherd, calling out to us, "Here I am, it is alright, you can 

come to me, and I will lead you." 

That is what good Christian people do for one another, Black, White, Asian, Hispanic, and 

Indian. Whoever we may be or wherever we may come from, we learn first from the Good 

Shepherd, to see one another not as the enemy or a threat to eliminate, but rather as a child 

of God, in search of the one who will lead us away from the wolves that seek to scatter us. 

We have a lot in our world that we are dealing with right now. It feels like it has all come to 

a head, and if we choose to look at it in a negative light, the light that the voices of those 

wolves want you to hear, it can be blinding, overwhelming, and even frightening, and that 

can lead us to make some very bad judgment calls. 

But if we will listen to the voice of the good shepherd, the voice of the scriptures, the voice 

of our Lord Jesus, who laid down his life for you and me, if we can remain calm within our 

own storms knowing that he is leading us through whatever we face; If we can hear him 

telling us to yes be just but also fair, to be aware but not afraid, to be responsible but loving, 

then not only will we find safety in the voice of the shepherd, but we can echo his call to 

others, SOOK! SOOK! Here I am, it’s alright, Come to Christ. 
 


