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I don't know how many of you are sailors or pilots of airplanes. I do know 
that most of you are drivers of automobiles, and perhaps at least on that 
level, you can imagine getting lost. Of course, that would have been in the 
day before the GPS systems and smartphones. You know, back in the day, 
when all you had was a paper map to get you to a place you had never 
been before. 
 
But even then, those were charted areas. That is why you had a map. But 
just imagine being an explorer out on the open seas 300 or 400 years ago 
or even further back, or perhaps a pilot flying without their instruments or a 
map. Or like the future- oriented TV show Star Trek which is now over 50 
years old. And the line from the opening, "To go where no one has gone 
before. 
 
I am talking about uncharted territories or waters. Even when they have 
been charted out, and we get lost, map or no map, you still feel uneasy, 
unsure, and just a bit concerned about how you might find yourself back on 
a course moving in the direction you want to go. 
 
Unless, of course, you signed up for that journey into the unknown. Like the 
crew on Star Trek, to go where no one has ever gone before, or at least to 
your knowledge. For the adventurers, that can be an exciting adventure. To 
explore new discoveries, meet new peoples, forge new relationships that 
make real new possibilities that were not possible before. 
 
But in a sense, isn't that what life is all about? I mean, every new day we 
have is a new day into an unknown space and time we have never 
encountered before. Like the character, Forest Gump says in the movie, 
"Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you are going to get." 
 
Sometimes we can get lulled into a false sense of security with things never 
really changing that much. We begin to assume that that is the way things 
always have been and always will be. But if the Pandemic has taught us 
nothing else, it has taught us just that. Things are going to change. 
Sometimes in drastic ways. 
 



And it will force us into new ways of thinking and doing what needs to be 
done. Truth   be told, that has always been true. It is just that we may only 
see something like that    once or twice in a lifetime if we are fortunate 
enough to live that long. 
 
It was certainly something the Disciples, whether they were realized it or 
not, were about to face. They had been traveling the familiar roads of 
Galilee, Jerusalem, and the surrounding areas for three years with Jesus 
learning from him how to be servants  of God and trust that God through 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit would lead them on. 
 
But Jesus also knew that the day was coming that he would no longer be 
with them physically. He knew that these men and later on women were 
merely human beings. They were like your kids before they learned how to 
drive; they may have known where you were going, the store, the pool, the 
beach, the mountains, but early on, they paid no more attention to how you 
got there than they did to the six o'clock news. 
 
Then when they did start learning how to drive, they were so consumed 
with how to    drive, they really did not know how to get somewhere new 
without you telling them where to turn or which road to take. 
 
It was only when they began to drive by themselves and accepting all the 
risks that come with that, that they really started to learn how to navigate the 
roads to get to where they wanted or needed to go. 
 

Jesus's ministry with the disciples, his time of training, his time of teaching, 
and his time of showing them the way was coming to an end. In some 
ways, they were ready.       But in so many other ways, they were not. But then 
how could they be? After all, for some of the things they would face on their 
own, they had never been there before. 
 

That is why Jesus offers this powerful prayer to God on their behalf. It is 
important to   understand that Jesus is not talking to the disciples, but rather 
he is talking to God to protect the disciples. His prayer for them was to 
entrust these believers back to God,   just as God had given them to Jesus 
to begin his ministry. 
 
Always in the hands of God the Father, God the Son, and soon to be God 
the Holy Spirit. These future leaders and followers of Christ', the Church, 
were being prayed for. Jesus prayed for some very specific things for these 
individuals from Galilee, Jerusalem, who came from very different walks of 



life and diverse backgrounds. 
 

Jesus asks on behalf of the disciples, not the world, but the disciples who 
are in the world, to protect them in His Holy name. Now this protection was 
not the kind of protection you and I tend to think of. It was not protection 
from getting hurt or being put   in harm's way. It was not to get through life 
without challenges and obstacles or confrontations. But rather, it was 
protection that through whatever they faced, they may always remain 
united in Christ's love. 
 
United in the Spirit of God. Hopeful that Jesus' message of grace, 
salvation, and peace  through him would keep them together in faith. Not 
necessarily as one body believing in one doctrine or just one particular way 
about who God is, but rather as one body holding firm to the belief and trust 
that God did send his Only Son so that the world might be saved through 
him. It was a prayer for protection that even as the winds of opposition and 
faithlessness pounded upon them and even killing some of them, they 
would remain steadfast and true to this love that would never let them go. 
That was Jesus' first prayer. 
 
The next thing Jesus prayed for them was that in their work to be disciples, 
sharing the  good news of Jesus Christ in the midst of turbulent times and 
traveling through uncharted waters, they would not lose their joy. I am not 
talking about always having a good time and being happy-go-lucky. But I 
am talking about Jesus praying that just as he received deep satisfaction 
that the life he was called to bringing good news to a hurting and dying 
world gave Jesus great satisfaction, thus making his joy complete, so too that 
these disciples would also find their joy to be made complete as they 
sought to serve in Christ Holy Name. 
 
Can you remember when and maybe it wasn't all that long ago, maybe as 
late as this morning on your way here today, you did something or said 
something to someone that  made them stop and think how God has made 
a difference in their life? Or you gave to a cause that you know will impact 
scores of other people for their good and the good of Jesus Christ, which 
gave you satisfaction. 
 
It may have cost you something. You sacrificed something of yourself; it 
may not have been easy, but through it, you felt God's presence there 
telling you, "Well done, good and faithful servant."  Did you realize that was 
not just a choice you made, but you were called to do that? For this service, 
you are set apart as a minister of the gospel. We are all ministers in this 



way because we believe and trust in this all-loving power. That is what sets 
us apart as faithful Christians from the rest of the world of unruliness. Jesus 
prayed that his disciples be set apart by his truth for this task, love and 
obey his command, and call on others to do the same. 
 
Next, Jesus prayed that God would protect them from the evil one. Again, 
not that God would  help them to avoid facing and confronting evil, or even 
from going through dark and lonely times. Instead, Jesus was praying that 
no matter what may happen the evil one, the ruler of the worldly cosmos, 
would not get the upper hand on them and lead them away from God. 
 
But this prayer is not just for those who walked with Jesus like Peter, 
James, John, Andrew, and the rest way back then.  This prayer is for every 
one of us who have made our vows to follow Jesus Christ and become a 
part of this community of faith. We are the ones who are being sent into this 
world on that same mission. To proclaim  the word of God, to call this world 
to repentance, to call it back to an understanding that we are to love one 
another. We, who believe in him and trust that he is the Son of God, who 
have joined his church with the commitment to be his modern-day 
disciples, it is our task to continue to move into uncharted waters. To go 
where no one else has gone before; to seek out new people and offer to 
them this gift of Life that Jesus offers. This gift of hope, this gift of love that 
can only come from him. 
 
But to do that effectively, we have to trust that the prayer Jesus made back 
then, Jesus  is still actually praying for us today. And we must be committed 
to the cause. 
 
Just because we cannot see him or touch him or hear his voice does not 
mean that he  is not there on the right hand of God asking him to protect us 
and to keep us united as one, and to show us the way forward with 
courage, faith, hope and most of all love. 
 
For that is how we will do what we are called to do as we continue to move 
through  these uncharted waters. 
 


