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I wonder how many of you are fans of shows like American Idol, or The Voice, or 

America's Got Talent. I watch them for at least the very beginning of the season, 

if only to see what the talent pool for the season brings. More and more, when 

you watch shows like these, you get the back story of many of the contestants 

that will go on to compete throughout the season. 

You get to know more about them than just that they can sing or think they can. 

You learn what it is that brings them to the show. Those journeys, more often 

than not, involve tragedy or trauma or at the very least drama, and you begin to 

either identify with some of them or you may think, what are you doing here? 

You need to go try out for the circus. 

I have to say, though, as the season of any of those shows goes on, I tend to tune 

out, at least for a while, mainly because I get frustrated that Nancy has not 

decided to try out. But then I think to myself, what backstory would she share? 

Would it be sad enough to win some sympathy votes? Would it be a story that 

would wind up being embarrassing or make me or her mom seem like horrible 

parents? Or would people have more compassion and empathy? Or would they 

even care, maybe her backstory just isn't that interesting. 

As you can begin to see, I think way too much about this kind of thing, which is 

another reason I sort of tune out at least until it gets closer to the end and the 

finale show. That and I get overly competitive thinking Nancy can sing better than 

most of them. That's when I know it is time to tune out. 

I think that we Christians take a similar approach to the day of Pentecost. It is 

perhaps the most significant day next to Easter and Christmas in the church's 

liturgical year. But that said, because it is not a day celebrated the way Christians 

celebrate Easter and Christmas, it is sort of like coming in third place on American 

Idol or The Voice, no one really remembers. But then again, maybe that is 

because we don't really understand the backstory to the day we know as 

Pentecost. 



When we think of Pentecost, most, if not all of us, think only of this supernatural 

day when the Holy Spirit comes rushing through the city of Jerusalem and into the 

dwelling where all of the disciples are gathered and descends on them as tongues 

of fire. Those tongues of fire enable the disciples to speak in foreign languages 

and so begin to share the good news of Jesus' victory over sin and death. 

We know Pentecost as the day the church was born. But there is a backstory to 

this special day. That backstory actually begins with the Day of Passover when 

God commanded Moses to deliver his people out of Egypt. That was when God 

sent Moses back to Egypt to tell Pharaoh to let his people go, and Pharaoh 

refused. 

That set off the various acts that God vowed to carry out at the hands of Moses 

like the legion of frogs and locust, the water turning to blood, and others, and 

then finally the plague that would claim the life of every firstborn child 

throughout Egypt including Pharaoh's oldest son, all except the Hebrew 

households that marked their doorpost with the blood of a lamb. 

That is what is known as Passover, the first of three major pilgrimage festivals that 

our spiritual cousins in faith celebrate. The other two are "The Festival of Weeks" 

or what was originally called Shavuot. It later came to be called, Pentecost and 

the last was the festival of Tabernacles. The Festival of Tabernacles or The 

Festival of the Harvest is usually celebrated beginning in September. This was kind 

of like their Thanksgiving. 

But it is Pentecost of the Festival of Weeks that we want to know more about. It 

gets the name Pentecost because it comes after five weeks following Passover. 

That is important because that is how long it took the Hebrew people to make it 

From Egypt to Mt. Saini, where Moses receives the Ten Commandments. Thus, 

the name, The Week of Weeks or Festival of Weeks or Pentecost. Like Passover, it 

was a festival that every Jew was expected to return to Jerusalem to celebrate 

and for more than just a day. 

But like the Festival of the Tabernacle, it has some roots in the agricultural life of 

the Hebrews. It was the day that you offered the first of your fruits of the 

growing season, just as God had given the first of his fruit to the people at Mt. 

Saini, "The Word" in the Law of Moses. So, then Pentecost would be a day of 

remembrance and celebration and to give the first of their fruits to God, a grain 



offering, or a drink offering. That is different than the festival of the tabernacle 

when you offered thanks for the complete harvest. 

Anyway, so that is the backstory or backdrop of this special day in Jerusalem, and 

it is why not only the disciples are there, but all the Jews and Proselytes under the 

heavens were also there. The Proselytes were simply the gentile people desiring 

to convert to Judaism, which means they came to believe in the One Living God 

versus the polytheistic gods or idols of their own ancestors. And under the 

heavens meant that they came from as far as the eye could see. 

While it wasn't the whole earth, nor even all of Israel, it still covered a vast 

amount of real estate and several different regions and countries that were fairly 

close to Jerusalem. That is why you have all of the different countries listed there. 

That and Jerusalem was sort of like the New York City of that day; people from all 

over lived there for one reason or another. 

That is also why the disciples were there as one but everyone else; they were 

there to celebrate the one living God that had done so much for them by giving 

them the Word and promising to be their God. 

I believe that is why God chose this day as Peter quotes the prophet Joel 2: 28 "In 

the last days, it will be God declares, I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh." An old 

way was about to end, and a new thing was about to occur. 

Recently I saw a post of someone on Facebook talking about how they had 

studied the bible and was convinced that we are now living in the last days. While 

I do not doubt that this person has studied the bible, I think their calculation is a 

bit off. 

You see, Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit came was the last day of an old order. 

And then right behind it came something new, something completely different, 

and yet with the same affirming message. God loves you. 

When the Holy Spirit came in like a whirlwind and descended on those disciples, 

it didn't just give them an unusual ability to speak in different languages; it gave 

them a new understanding of Jesus and his mission to bring the gift of salvation to 

a hurting world. They were enlightened by the Holy Spirit. They believed to the 

core of their being that Jesus had indeed risen from the grave and that he was 



most certainly the Messiah. And the movement of the Holy Spirit was just further 

proof. 

The Powerful message of Pentecost is not so much about the tongues of fire and 

the disciple's ability to suddenly speak in different languages. It was that this is 

what the Kingdom of God is supposed to look like; people from all over, gathered 

together as one, for one reason, to worship God, to thank God for his mighty gifts. 

It did not matter that all of those Jews may have understood God in different 

ways or believed other things; the point is they were all together in unity. It was 

the perfect opportunity to share the message of hope and salvation and life 

eternal with God through God Jesus, the Messiah. And the first fruits that came 

back to God that day of the festival of weeks were three thousand souls being 

saved. 

The purpose of Pentecost is not just to celebrate the birth of the church; you see, 

it is so much more. It is the day to remember and recall why God gave us the 

church in the first place. It is to remember that the Holy Spirit continues to 

empower it to share the message that Jesus Christ died and rose again, defeating 

death and hell, for our sakes, and to share that message to all the world. 

You have to remember, on that first new day of Pentecost when the disciples 

were all together in that one little room, there were only twelve of them and a 

few women, and they touched 3,000 lives in just one day. 

Jesus said before he left his disciples that when he left, he would send the Holy 

Spirit, and it would be with them to empower them and guide them. Church, the 

Holy Spirit is more than just our private little chaplain to comfort us in our times 

of pain and tears. It is the driving force of any thriving church that believes in 

Jesus and the great commission; to share the gospel, the good news, and love one 

another, no matter who they are. 

Whether it was back then or in this modern-day, people are very similar in two 

ways. First, we are all different, coming from different places, different cultures, 

and speaking from different perspectives if not different languages. That is to say, 

we all have a backstory. 



We are also similar in that most people are looking for a savior who will hear 

them and forgive them and take them under his wing. I believe that people are 

still longing for salvation, even if they do not yet understand it. 

The backstory of Pentecost tells us that the Holy Spirit is alive and well. It is a day 

full of history, but it is also a day of new beginnings. But we, the church, must be 

tuned in and allow the Spirit to descend upon us if we are to be the disciples in 

this new era, for the old days are coming to an end, and a new day is about to 

dawn. But the real question is when the Holy Spirit comes, will you be tuned in or 

tuned out? If you are tuned in, it is sure to have a great ending for you and so 

many others. 


