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There was a holiday that was celebrated this past week at a small Christian school 
in Olive Branch, Mississippi. It was not a national holiday or even a state or local 
holiday. It was just a holiday that this school created for its custodian, who worked 
for them for the past ten years. It was Mr. Bart Day. And while they could not afford 
to send him on a fancy trip, the school's administration, teachers, and most certainly 
its student body came together to honor Mr. Bart. They told him that on that day, 
which was this past Monday, he was to wear one of his favorite Hawaiian shirts, his 
favorite hat, and bring his favorite lounge chair to work, and he was going to get to 
take it easy for a day. 

 
His son and one of his brothers were also able to come up and join in the fun. But 
what was perhaps the best moment was when Mr. Bart's grandson, Wyatt, who goes 
to the school and is in kindergarten, came out and saw his granddad sitting in the 
chair and being told not to get up, asked his Pop-Pop, "Why do you have to sit in that 
chair?" 

 
Mr. Bart is my brother, and when he texted that to me, I responded with a laugh 
and said, He just knew you had been put into time out. Out of the mouths of 
babes, right? 

 
You know, children get it, don't they? When they are taught right from wrong, love 
from hate, truth from lies, they get it, and they understand it. And if they don't, they 
also learn the consequences. 

 
Monday was a special day for my brother. He said he had never been so honored in 
all of his life as he was that day. And to do something like that for him was about 
more than just showing a little appreciation and recognition. That came from a much 
deeper connection. It came from a place of love. And I believe that Bart feels the 
same way about this little school. 

 
It is more than just a contractual agreement that keeps him there. And it is more than 
just a hard day's work that he gives them that compelled this school to go all out the 
way they did. It was this love that can only come from Jesus Christ, a love that abides 
in them through the power of this Holy Spirit that convicts and moves people to act in 
such away. 

 
Jesus says in John 15: 10, "If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love." When we love 
someone, we are willing to do whatever it takes to make them happy, to honor them. 
That is why it is so important that the one whom we must love first and foremost to 



truly abide in this real love, a love that can move mountains, forgive sins, and make 
all things new, is God through the gift he gave to us, his Son, Jesus who is nothing 
less than the eternal gift of love given to this world. 
 
Jesus, the light of the world, the Word made flesh, said, "Abide in me as I abide in 
you, and you will bear the fruit that is love." You will bear the fruit of kindness, 
generosity, hope; you will bear the fruit of obedience to God, not because you have 
to but because you will want to because it is love that propels you to do for God 
whatever God calls you to do. And you know that because God has said, "I will do 
whatever you ask of me in that love." 

 

But now, there is a love that can have the reverse effect. It is the love of the world. 
Love for that which is less than God the creator. Love for money, love for power, 
control, love for self, and self-preservation. 
But we know that is not real love. 

 
1st Corinthians 13 tells us that if I have the gift to move mountains but do not have love, 
I am nothing, or if I 

have the gift to speak in tongues but not love, I am nothing more than a clanging 
cymbal. Meaning that if we do not have the love that is from God, then that kind of 
love is meaningless. 

 

1 John reminds us that the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments, and 
what is his commandment? That we love one another. We support one another, we 
encourage one another, we hold one another accountable to faith and hope, and we 
forgive one another in that process. It also says in 1 John that His commandments are 
not burdensome, meaning here that they are "so simple a child could do it." 

 
I want you all to close your eyes and think back to your earliest childhood memory of 
when your mom or dad asked you to do a simple task like picking up your toys or 
going outside to play or whatever it was. Now, this is not about whether or not you 
did it; that's a sermon for another time. This is about being told to do something you 
learned you could, in fact, do. Maybe at the time, you thought you couldn't do it, but 
your parents knew all along that you could, and so hopefully, they encouraged you, 
and supported you, and celebrated you because they loved you. And when they 
needed to, they held you accountable; they challenged you to grow in your heart and 
mind beyond your own self-centered ways. 

 
That is what the love of Jesus Christ looks like. It is abiding in this Spirit of love and 
following that which God calls on us to do. And we do it, not because we know we 
can; we don't always know that. But what we do know is that we can trust God to be 
with us when we do, like when we first learned to pick up our toys or ride that bike or 
cut the lawn. And we know that God is going to be honest and trustworthy and true 
because God loves us. God wants to abide in us in the same way that God wants us 
to abide in him, not for fear of punishment or retribution, just simply out of his great 
love, a love we know will live forever and ever. 



 
That is what we are called to live in. That is what we are called on to trust more than 
anyone else or anything else. We are called on to believe in Jesus as the Christ, the 
eternal love of God, and to put our faith in him. A simple abiding faith that leads us to 
love one another so that we all may have a day like Mr. Bart because the love of God 
is at work.  And, when you think about it, it is so simple a child can understand 
because that is what gives us the encouragement, hope, and the trust that we need 
to grow into the likeness of Jesus, the likeness of God's eternal love. 

 
Today is Mother’s Day. A day that we honor the women who did their best to raise us 
and to help us grow into that likeness. Not that they were perfect in doing so, but they 
gave of themselves that we may live into the love that supports us all; as I end this 
sermon, I do so with a prayer for all mothers both living and passed. 

 
"For our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them reverence 
and love… For mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may 
provide them with hope, and their family and friends support and console them, we 
pray to you, Lord… For women, though without children of their own, who like mothers 
have nurtured and cared for us, we pray to you, Lord… 
For mothers who have been unable to be a source of strength, who have not 
responded to their children and have not sustained their families the way you would 
have them do, we pray to you, Lord… 
Loving God, as a mother, gives life and nourishment to her children, so you watch 
over your church. Bless these women that they may be strengthened as Christian 
mothers. Grant that we, their daughters and sons, may honor them always with a spirit 
of profound respect. Grant this dear Lord, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen" 
(United Methodist Book of Worship) 

 


