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O God, our Father, grant us faith that is sure of what we hope for and certain 
of what we do not see; faith that believes your promises, accepts your word 
as truth and is loyal to you in good times and in bad. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, the risen Lord. AMEN 

 
 
Most of us have a favorite Bible story. Mine is about Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego being thrown into the blazing furnace. Let me take a few 

minutes and give you the back story of this fiery tale: 

 
Daniel and three friends were among those exiled to Babylon after the fall of 

Jerusalem. They were young and intelligent, healthy, and good-looking and 

rose quickly through the ranks to become trusted counselors to the royal 

court. This meteoric rise, however, was not without problems. The powers 

that be in Babylon tried very hard to assimilate these young men into the 

Babylonian culture while at the same time attempting to destroy their 

Hebrew heritage and their religion. They were pressured to eat foods that 

were not allowed in the Hebrew religion, they were taught Babylonian 

culture and traditions, the Babylonian language, and literature. Even their 

names were changed. Daniel became Belteshazzar, Hananiah became 

Shadrach, Mishael became Meshach and Azariah was called Abednego. 

There was an intentional and determined effort to change them into the 

perfect Babylonian men – and these exiles were just as determined not to 

defile themselves. Calmly, courteously, and firmly they bargained with their 

captors and finally were allowed to maintain their religious traditions. 



2 
 

Over the years, their intelligence and loyalty impressed King 

Nebuchadnezzar and he trusted in them absolutely. 

 
There came a time, however, when certain people turned on Daniel and his 

friends. Jealousy, perhaps, or a desire for power was the driving force…but 

it was reported to the king that the young men were not bowing to a statue of 

the king as he had commanded. The king HAD made a royal decree that 

ALL should bow down to the statue and he could not give these four young 

men a pass. He gave them a second chance to bow down to the idol – and 

they again refused. Nebuchadnezzar had no choice but to punish them. 

 
Arrangements were made to throw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into a 

furnace stoked so hot that it burned anyone who even approached the door. 

Here is what the young men said, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, 

the God whom we serve will be able to save us. But even if he doesn’t, we 

want to make it clear to you- we will never serve your gods or worship the 

gold statue you have set up.” 

 
You probably remember the rest of the story – three men went into the 

furnace, yet four people were clearly visible through the door. They were all 

walking around in the flames – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego – and a 

fourth person. 

 
There is a sentence buried at the end of that story that enthralls me - “But 

even if God doesn’t choose to save us, we want to make it clear to you- we 

will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” God 

can and will save us – but EVEN IF HE DOESN’T we will still believe and 
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still worship him. Their hope, their faith, and their belief was in God alone 

no matter what happened. So….how about us - even if God doesn’t 

move the mountain standing in our way, will we still believe in and worship 

him? 

Even if our lives don’t go smoothly, will we still believe? 

The question for us this morning is – do we believe? 

What does this mean – to believe? It means to know something to be true 

beyond a shadow of a doubt – to know it here (head) and here (heart)…to 

know with such certainty that nothing can dissuade you from that 

conviction. It’s not something we can take apart and examine – like a motor 

or a fishing reel and then end up with extra pieces when we put it back 

together – we either believe or we don’t. 

 
Are you guilty of poor judgment or poor decisions? Do you believe that you 

are still loved and still valuable to the God of Peace? Do you know that 

God will be just and merciful in and with your situation? Do you believe 

that he will welcome you with no condemnation? 

 
Do you ever wonder why we are here? Do we believe that God, our 

protector and the mighty one has a plan for our lives – a plan for good? Do 

we believe that our lives have meaning? Do we believe that we can find 

God anywhere? Do we believe that he has plans to prosper us and give us 

hope? Do we believe that he can change our lives? Do we believe that there 

is no randomness in life – that we are on a path of God’s choosing? 
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Brothers and sisters – do any of us need forgiveness? Do we believe God, 

the Father of Glory is prepared to do that freely and gladly? That God loves 

us with an everlasting and unfailing love with no limitations or conditions? 

Do we believe that by giving our mistakes to God, He will weave the good 

and the bad into a new, creative, and awesome design? We all need to know 

here and here (head and heart) that we are – each of us – God’s own special 

treasure. 

 
If we are low in spirit, do we believe that our wonder-working God can lift 

us up and give joy to our lives? Do we believe that in God we are complete? 

Do we believe it is impossible to have a need he cannot meet? Jesus is all 

around us – nearer than we dare hope to believe – he is in our innermost 

being. Do we believe he knows every thought before we think it and every 

word before we speak it? I have read that when you reach the end of your 

rope you will find the hem of his garment. 

 
Is anyone feeling hopeless? Do you believe God is the God of Hope? Not 

the God of wishful thinking, but the God of certainty and security. 

 
Have you ever felt you were in the presence of evil? I have. I also believe I 

have been under attack by evil forces. Do you believe that the Lord of Hosts 

can banish that evil from your presence? Do you believe that he is stronger 

than the Accuser? 

 
Has anyone had a crisis of the soul? Do we believe that God, the Father of 

Compassion will lift us out of that crisis? Do we believe God will work in 

our lives to alleviate that crisis and put us on the God-path he created
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expressly for us? Do you believe he never had and never will let go of our 

hand? 

 
My friends, have you ever felt overwhelmed? Do you believe that our 

Stress-Relieving God can align your workload and order your day so that 

things get done when you believed such a thing would not happen? Do you 

believe that you can do all things through Christ who strengthens us you? 

 
When our souls are wounded, do we believe that God the Avenger is there to 

pick up the pieces? That his compassion and tender mercy are ours? Do we 

believe that God loves the brokenhearted and that he heals them and binds 

up their wounds? He invites us - wants us - to bring our broken hallelujahs 

to him. God is love – and if we abide in love we abide in God and He abides 

in us. 

 
Have any of you been weak in the face of temptation? Do you believe that 

God, your deliverer, can give you the courage and strength to overcome? Do 

you believe that he can and will make us strong and courageous? Give God 

your weakness and He will give you his strength. His understanding is 

infinite. 

 
When we need healing in body or spirit, do we believe that the Great 

Physician hears our prayers and sees our tears? Do we believe that we are 

not alone? Do we believe he will strengthen and uphold us and wipe the 

tears from our eyes? Do we believe that he himself bore our sins in his body 

on the cross that we might die to sin and live for righteousness? Do we 

believe he will bear our burdens and give us rest? Do we believe that he will 
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bring us through that wringer of crisis into? God wants us to bring our 

muted moans to him. 

 
Have you ever turned away from God? Do you believe that it’s not too late – 

that your faithful God continues to wait for you to turn around and take his 

outstretched hand? Do you believe that NOTHING can separate us from his 

love? Not even the covid virus and the times we were not able to worship 

and meet together - NOTHING can separate us from Him. God created you 

– and God loves you with a reckless, fervent love. 
 
 
Have you ever entered a time of spiritual darkness? Do you believe the God 

of all comfort can illuminate the darkness of a troubled soul and bring light, 

abundant life, and necessary direction? Do you believe that there has 

NEVER been a moment when you were forgotten? 

 
Many of us – and I include myself in this – are “mature” adults. When our 

strength fails, when we are not able to do things as quickly as we used to – 

when our joints creak and it takes us longer to get out of a chair or the bed – 

do we believe God can still use us? Do we believe we can still bear fruit in 

our senior years? Do we believe God has not forgotten us? When he opens 

his hand, he satisfies the hunger and thirst of every living thing. 

 
When our sins are ever before us and we grow tired of the weight, do we 

believe that the God of Salvation will forgive our iniquities and remember 

our sins no more…and that he will redeem us? Do we believe that God 

loves the sinner? Do we believe that our sins do not define us – that the God 
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of Grace does? He loves us passionately and his grace is sufficient for all 

our needs. 

 
When you feel alone and unloved, do you believe that you have been grafted 

and adopted into God’s family and that he loves you – loves you with an 

everlasting and fierce and ferocious love? Do you believe that God the 

protector will never leave you? Do you believe that he is with us wherever 

we go? Do you know just how high and how wide and how long and how 

deep his love is? 

 
Have you experienced jealousy? Have you felt the frustration of doing your 

absolute best and feeling it was not good enough? Have you tried and tried 

to be a good person – a good Christian – and you see the ungodly enjoying 

what outwardly seems to be a better life? Have you ever cried out ITS NOT 

FAIR! Look at the wicked – rolling in money, laughing and playing, living 

the good life, and unburdened by any spiritual obligations. Jesus tells us 

that the antidote to jealousy is celebration and praise. When praise in the 

face of jealousy becomes a habit, that green-eyed monster can’t grow and 

conquer your soul, won’t harden your heart, and keep you from making 

rivals of innocent people. Do you believe that the worth of your salvation is 

far greater than all the world’s fortunes? Jesus Christ is the light that shines 

on in the darkness and it is dazzling. 

 
When we think the world has gone crazy, do we believe that our Sovereign 

God, the most holy and mighty one is still on his throne and in complete 

control? As we sit in our comfortable living rooms night after night 

watching a horror story unfold in Ukraine, it’s easy to believe God is 
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nowhere around. We watch evil proliferate in our country as well. Do we 

believe that God is the One who is always the same? That he is waiting with 

open arms for the world that he created to return to him…and that he will 

wait for as long as it takes. You’ve heard the saying: “I brought you into this 

world and I can take you out of it”. Just remember – God can bring down as 

quickly as he can raise up. 

 
When you are afraid, do you believe that God will never forget or abandon 

you and that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will send out an army to find you 

no matter where you are? Even though the earth may give way and the 

mountains fall into the sea…you need not fear. Do you believe he can give 

you the inner strength you need to stand up to fear? 

 
When God asks you to do something you feel unqualified for or unprepared 

to do, do you believe that God the strong tower and strength will equip you 

with whatever you need to do the job and do it well for his glory…that he 

will never lead us to do something without equipping us for the job? Do 

you believe that he is with us and for us? Do you believe he will empower us 

mightily? Do you believe that an encounter with the living God will change 

you forever? 

 
Have you felt broken or devastated? Do you believe that God the Most High 

will pick up the pieces and create a new masterpiece? Do you believe that 

God is and has been singing over your entire life whispering to you that he 

loves you and will take care of you? Do you believe that he has unlimited 

resources to carry out his will? 
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Do we ever feel ashamed or that we have acted unjustly? Do we believe that 

in the light of his love and holiness he removes our shame and breaks the 

chains of our bondage? God is a God of second chances – of do-overs – of 

mulligans. God is a God of -- again. 

 
Do you believe in the power of prayer? Do you believe that prayer changes 

things? Do you believe that prayer changes US – not the Mighty One we 

pray to? 

 
Do you believe that he died for YOU? Not just for humanity – but for YOU. 

That he gave his life for YOU. That he gave up his life to redeem 

humankind – YOU and ME – from sin? Do you believe that Jesus is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life? 

 
In 1670 Blaise Pascal, a French philosopher, wrote “there is a God-shaped 

vacuum in the heart of each man which cannot be satisfied by any created 

thing but only by God the creator.” We can see the evidence of God’s love 

and mercy and compassion all through our lives – if we will but look. His 

everlasting love is at work in EVERY part of our lives. 

 
We have been on some journeys together lately – the wonderful and 

mystical journey over the past 7 weeks of Lent – one of self-examination 

and redemption and sacrifice. And there has been on another journey for the 

past 3 years – a covid journey fraught with fear and illness and isolation and 

one that we probably would rather forget. Every day of every year that we 

are on this earth we travel through the seasons of our lives and travel on 

journeys both good and not so good…. and each of our paths is a different 
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one. BUT - we were never meant to travel these – or any journey – alone. 

Isaiah 40 verse 1 says “Comfort ye my people”. In the midst of everything 

that has happened over the past three years, we all need comfort and 

encouragement and the assurance that God is always with us. God gives 

himself to us day after day, time after time so that we might believe and 

live….and not only live but live abundantly. Every time we cry out O 

LORD – he answers with I AM HERE. 

 
So, again – my question to us this morning is Do You Believe? And our 

answer??? – yes we believe! Lord, help our unbelief. 

Hallelujah. Amen. 


