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It is in John’s Gospel in the 18th chapter that Jesus tells Pontus Pilate “My Kingdom is not of 

this world” if it were, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 

Jews.” To which Pilate replies, “So you are a King.”  

 

Jesus answers, “You say that I am a King. For this, I was born and for this I came into the world, 

to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” To which Pilate the 

sage old politician replies, “What is truth?”  

 

Is truth fact? Is it reality depending solely on your perspective? Your beliefs and values? Or is it 

something that transcends all these things?  

 

In today’s lesson from Matthew 13: 1 -9, Jesus has boarded a boat to teach a large crowd that had 

gathered around him. One scholar suggests that it was from that vantage point that Jesus, looking 

toward the crowd on land, could see a farmer up on a hillside scattering his seeds.  

 

He could see how the sower sowed his seeds as he walked along broadcasting them by hand. 

Jesus noticed that the seeds went in every direction, some, on the well-trodden path, some onto 

the rocky soil, still some landed in the thicket of briars and weeds, and lastly, some landed in 

good soil.  

 

The seed itself was a seed meant for good, it was meant to produce good fruit or grain as it 

pertains to the farmer in his field.  

 

But for Jesus who is turning this real-life event into a parable for teaching one main point, He is 

talking about the seed of his word. What he teaches, what he wants people to take home and 

think about.  

 

So it is that the people he is speaking to right then and there is the soil he is literally broadcasting 

out to. And to Jesus' point, some of what he said landed on a hardened hearts, others heard it as 

interesting trivia, others who heard it were distracted by things that seemed more appealing, and 

finally, some there who heard him understood and believed in what he spoke. It was the truth 

that some would understand, and others refused to believe.  

 

But the world seems no different today than it did 2,000 years ago. Truth is still the truth, Jesus 

proclaims a message that calls us all to heed and follow, it is a message that should we follow it, 

will grow righteous fruit within us, the fruit of peace, patience, love, generosity, joy, kindness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. These are the qualities of what real Christianity real faith 

looks like.  

 



But for those who would call themselves Christian but seek only to create enmity, strife, 

jealousy, quarrels, dissension, factions, division, and who enjoy drunkenness, carousing as 

Galatians 5: 20-21 tell us, they operate only from the spirit of the flesh, evil, and they are from 

the evil one. Be very careful though because they love to use trickery and deceit to lure you in. 

As Paul says of these kinds of people “I am warning you, those who do such things will not 

inherit the Kingdom. In fact, to win the kingdoms of this world, one must resort to violence and 

oppression, but not so for the Kingdom of God.  

 

Those who live by the Spirit and in the Spirit of God will seek the way of peace, patience, joy, 

understanding, love, and of course, kindness and gentleness.  

 

The truth be told, truth is truth, but how you choose to hear it or whether you choose to hear it or 

not is totally up to you. And so too is the onus of your outcome.  

 

Choosing the way of the flesh, and all of its apparent glory & riches, and fame may be appealing 

for a while, but in the end, know that you are being led by a pied piper who is leading you to 

destruction.  

 

But choosing to follow the one who leads us in and by the Spirit of God leads all who have ears 

to hear and eyes to see, to a life everlasting because good fruit gives rise to good fruit. 10, 20 30, 

even a hundredfold.  

 

But bad fruit brings only decay and ruin. And that my friends is the truth. Let those who have 

eyes to see, see, and ears to hear, hear. 


