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Did you know? The caverns of Luray, Virginia, were allegedly discovered by five men looking for possible 

caverns to explore in 1873 (the same year this sanctuary was built.), and they only discovered it by noticing an 

outcropping of limestone from the ground and a small sink-hole nearby. I guess the limestone clued them in 

that there might, in fact, be something there, and of course, the sink-hole pointed the way; however, none of 

them ever expected to find what is arguably, one of the largest caverns in the U.S., most certainly in Virginia. 

Not only that, but now, you need to hear the rest of the story. They dug at that little sinkhole until the two 

smallest men could shimmy their tiny frames down into the hole in the ground. Sliding the rest of the way 

down a rope lowered in by the men above using only candlelight, they made their way to their first 

underground discovery, Washington's Column. Then they made their way to what is known as Skeleton's 

Gorge, where they discovered, yes you guessed it, human remains. 

But here is one more interesting fact, I will bet you did not know. Or at least I did not. The owner of the land, 

Sam Buracker, was in debt; in fact, he had faltered on his debts, and a court-ordered auction was held on his 

land. Andrew and William Campbell and Benton Stebbins, three of the five men who discovered the cavern, 

were there to place their bids. They had not said anything about the caverns they had discovered, nor the 

value it was estimated at. Sound familiar? Yes, you guessed it again, they had purchased the land for a steal. 

While the story does not end there due to a legal battle mounted by Buracker's in-laws and significant creditor, 

the property would swap hands several more times. 

But the illustration points to perhaps a realistic look at one of Jesus' parables that we hear in this week's 

lesson. The man who happens along with a hidden treasure and goes and sells everything he has to buy the 

land. 

That is what the Kingdom of heaven is like.  It is not so much the discovery nor the joy in discovering it, as 

some scholars have suggested, but it is realizing the true value of the discovery you make when you enter into 

the Kingdom of God. Like the men crawling their way down through a small hole in the ground, and sliding 

down a rope, to make what would the first of hundreds and hundreds if not thousands or more discoveries of 

vast rooms and minerals and freshwater lakes. 

One of the last men to purchase Luray Caverns, was said to have built a sanitarium home over the top of the 

cave, and implanted a shaft five feet in diameter down into the cave and mounting a five horsepower 

motorized fan to blow up the cool air from the caverns making it the very first air-conditioned home in the 

United States in 1901. 

And the variations just keep coming, endless it seems, just like the cavern themselves. So too is the discovery 

of what God's Kingdom is all about. 

Jesus brings up another parable to describe something remarkably similar.  A merchant who deals in fine 

pearls happens upon the absolute finest pearl he has ever seen, and after discovering it, he goes and sells all 

of the other pearls he has, as well as his other inventory and tools, even his own home; everything, and he 

goes and buys this one pearl. 



Can you imagine? That is precisely what Jesus wants us to do. Imagine that thing that seems so small and 

insignificant that you would almost miss it, even if you knew exactly what you were looking for, but when you 

discover it, its value is more than you would ever imagine. 

Speaking of small and insignificant,  Jesus also tells the parable of the mustard seed, one of the smallest seeds 

there is, yet when it grows into full maturity, it can be as large as ten feet tall and become a home to birds and 

other animals. It can hold so much more than we can begin to imagine. 

Such is the Kingdom of God. What these parables tell me about the Kingdom of God are three things. 
 

1. It is just that, more than we can imagine, 
 

2. It is more valuable than anything we have combined. 
 

3. And finally, concerning that last parable about the Kingdom of God being like a net and catching all kinds 

of fish. The Kingdom of God is not for everybody.  For those who think they are too good for the little things in 

life, those who base their value of people based on their wealth or their pedigree, or their race, those people are 

not fit for the Kingdom. More about that in a minute. 

First, the Kingdom being like the man who discovers a hidden treasure, or the merchant who finds the finest 

pearl, as we look at Christian theology, and teaching, what we discover or what we should at least discover 

first and foremost, is that we can only come into it by grace. 

That means none of us are ever invited in because of who we are, or what we did, or who are ancestors were. 

We are not invited in because we are a particular color, or a particular bloodline. We can only get in if we can 

ask for the forgiveness we need from all of our sins. Hear what I said, not just some, not just the big ones, all 

of them. Grace is what makes us small enough like those two men to get down that hole in the ground. 

And that is the other thing, grace is very rarely ever if ever, found in the grand cathedrals, immaculate 

churches, or the ivy towers, not that people there cannot find it, but rather, grace is almost always found 

when we are at our lowest, our dirtiest points. Like those men, we often stumble upon it least expecting it. 

Or even in the case of the merchant who was looking for that fine pearl, how many nasty oyster shells did he 

have to shuck? How many times did he cut his hand before he found that one pearl? 

Coming into grace, though it is free, is not an easy journey. We can only do it when we come to see that we 

need God in Jesus; we cannot do it without him. But once we come in, the depth of God's love, his mercy, but 

also his call to go and serve become ever richer to us. 

That is why the value of the Kingdom of God increases daily. You know if you own stocks or bonds or gold or 

anything like that, or even if it is just a savings account, you know that the value will rise or fall depending on the 

market. If the market is up, generally speaking, so is the value of your holding, but if the market is down, so is 

the value of your holding. You never really know from one day to the next. 

But the value of the Kingdom of God, once you have invested your soul into it, your very being, it never goes 

down, not even if you wind up losing your life over it. God promises good to those who will follow him, even if 

in this life, it is hard, and you fall on hard times, if you have done so because you chose to follow him, God will 

remember you and call you his child, and give you the inheritance of the Kingdom. 

That brings me to the last parable of the Kingdom, the last variation. It seems so unlike any of the others that 

you may ask, how can this be a variation on the same theme? But let's just look at it. It is about the Kingdom 

being like a net, and it catches many fish. But not all of the fish will be kept. Yet it does not tell us which fish 



will be kept and which ones will be thrown out. But let's see if we can figure that out, not based on a world 

market value, but rather, let's base it in the values of Jesus. 

First, we need to think for just a moment about who it was that Jesus came to save. It was the lost, and the 

outcast was it not? Those who were without sin did not need a physician, only those who were sinners. Who 

were the people in Jesus' day who thought they were without sin? The scribes, the Pharisees, the high priest, 

kings, and emperors and anyone who felt like they were good enough to be able to associate with them. 

But the average common man, who worked six days a week and could barely keep his family fed, or drank too 

much to drown his sorrows, or skimmed a little too much off his taxes, to have enough, or escaped reali ty by 

fantasizing and lusting over something or someone else's wife. 

These were the people whom Jesus told about the Kingdom of God, and if they wanted to see more, if they 

dared to explore whatever may be inside what appeared to be like a hole in the ground or a dirty old shell, all 

they had to do was accept God's grace. When you think about it like that, what did you have to lose?  

The Kingdom of God, at first appearance, may seem so insignificant, so much so, in fact, you can almost miss 

it.   Many have.  But if you do find your way in, and you are carrying the light of Christ, you will begin to 

discover more than just the forgiveness you were looking for, that is like discovering the Washington Column in 

Luray Caverns and saying well, that is all there is to see. 

Like the Luray Caverns, there is a vastness and a depth to God's mercy and love that we cannot even begin to 

comprehend when we enter into the Kingdom of God. 

 


