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I will confess up front that I do not know that much about sailing. I took a lesson along 

with John a few years back. But where he spent a whole week, I only spent one. We 

learned the basics of how to sail and how each action all worked together to make the 

boat, or as the case may be, the ship maneuver in the water. 

I remember some of it but only enough to be dangerous. But what I do know is that 

sailing, especially as you do so on larger vessels, is a team sport. On large ships, one 

man cannot steer the rudder, hoist the sails, hold the bearings, raise the masts, tack, 

and all of that. There needs to be a crew. 

But that crew must act as one. When the captain says hoist the sails, the one raising 

the sails cannot say, "no, not right now, I'm eating lunch." Or "no, you're not the 

captain." And so on and so on. 

The crew must not only act as one, but it must be in sync, in rhythm. Timing is 

everything. Otherwise, you may miss the wind, or steer off course, or run aground or 

face whatever else could go wrong. 

And to become that way, it takes practice not just to become good at whatever job you 

may have, but you must become disciplined to hearing the commands and following 

the commands to the best of your ability, under any circumstance, whether it is  a 

sunny day with fair winds, or you are caught in a storm with hurricane-force winds. 

Of course, the same is true for just about any activity we engage in when it requires 

more than one person to perform any given task, whether it is a sport, or running a 

business, and most certainly a government. To operate effectively, everybody must be 

on board and not see themselves as more important than anyone else because 

everyone has a function and a role to play. 

The same is true in the church, or should I say, the body of Christ. This entity that we 

call the church is none other than the one body of Christ. And Jesus, the Christ, is the 

head. That is to say, by what Jesus teaches us through the scripture and the Holy 

Spirit, we who manifest his Spirit in the flesh in today's world must hold to his teaching, 

his command, and his work as the way we are to practice and discipline ourselves as 

persons of faith. 

Because each and every one of us has a role to play, we cannot be faithful Christians if 

we are not in the ship doing our part. And we cannot be faithful Christians if we should 

decide on our own that our gifts, our abilities, are more important than anyone else's. 



Or by the same token, that our abilities, our gifts, are not as valuable and meaningful 

as others. 

Each of us, as faithful believers, have been given gifts. Whether it is the gift of 

teaching, preaching, listening, caring, helping, giving, artistry, music, or it is the gift of 

encouragement, enthusiasm, planning, or implementing plans; whatever our gifts are, 

they are given to us not so that we can boast about how wonderful we are compared to 

everybody else, but so that our offerings may be used for the common good of all who 

take part in our community of faith and in our community of living. 

It was in Romans, Chapter 11, that Paul reminds the gentile audience, for whom this 

letter was written, that they have been invited into God's grace because the Jews 

have rejected the Messiah, but the reason that the Jews have rejected the Messiah is 

so that it opened up the opportunity for God to go beyond the Jews with his grace. He 

teaches them then that God's purpose for doing this is so that one day, the Jews wil l 

turn to Christ, and ultimately, we will all be one. 

To be one ship, one crew, shipmates, and not mere passengers hitching a ride. But 

Paul also reminds those early gentile Christians not to think too highly of themselves, 

because one, God still loves Jew and Gentile alike, and two, everyone has a role to 

play. 

I really struggle to hold my tongue when I see some preachers, especially T.V. 

evangelists but there are some in regular pulpits, who preach and act like they are 

Jesus himself, or if not that, at least like James and John, clambering to sit at his right 

and his left. 

Again, Paul says here in Roman's 12:3 "For by the grace given to me, I say to 

everyone among you, not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but 

to think with sober or reasonable judgment, each according to the measure of faith 

God has assigned." 

It is here that Paul claims the gift that he has been given as an apostle, one who bears 

witness to Jesus, and he uses his gift of discernment to call out what is going on within 

the church. That is, he calls attention to the pettiness and rivalry and one-upmanship 

he either sees or has seen before and wants to warn against it. Why? Because he 

knows that, like a sailboat or ship, with a crew that is not all on the same page or 

disciplined to follow the command of the captain, it will get lost at sea, or worse. So 

too, the church that does not come together with each person with their own unique 

gifts for the common good of proclaiming Christ or working on behalf of Christ, will 

lose its bearing. 

Paul reminds us that we, who are many, are one body. And individually, we are 

members of one another. Not one of us is greater than any of the rest of us. But none 

of us can do this alone, nor should we have to, because we are one crew. 



We all have gifts, according to the grace that is given to us.  What is your gift?  What do you 
bring to help build up the body of Christ?  The Church?  Whatever it is, it our task as fellow 
Christians, to deploy those gifts, not for our own purpose but for the sake our Savior and our 
God who died and rose again, that we would have life in him. 


