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Nothing is more absurd to me than listening or even being goaded into a petty 

argument about trivial matters pertaining to our Christian faith. What's more, for 

anyone looking on, it shows them just how small-minded and petty we can be. 

For instance, all joking aside, I try to refuse to argue about baptism, because it 

goes nowhere. And being a Methodist, I am open to all traditions and forms of 

Christian Baptism. If someone wants to be baptized, being fully immersed, I will 

oblige you. And while we do believe in infant baptism that does not mean that we 

do not believe in adult or adolescent baptism. 

Because the real question is: is God in this? If the Methodist position on baptism 

is that baptism is God's initiative and not a human initiative, then at what point in 

our imperfect lives, are we able to say, "I am now worthy enough on my own 

merits to be allowed into God's Kingdom?" 

Because of God's grace, I can always see God with his arms wide open, inviting 

us to come at any age. 

Today's lesson from Romans might appear at first to be another theological 

debate over rabbinical law, such as what to eat and what not to eat or what is 

holy and what is not. But it really is not. 

What Paul is driving at here is that every one of us is at different places in our 

faith journey. Even as similar as some of us may be in our views, none of us 

are going to think exactly alike.  None of us are going to agree on everything. 

In Paul's day, the debates over what you can eat versus what you cannot eat, 

could in some places, lead to violence.  Or the value of one person's sacred 

observance over another's could be a huge sign of disrespect and disregard for 

one's traditions and values. 

Paul's point is that these things are not at the core of what our beliefs are all 

about. If they help you in being faithful, okay, then do them. But don't push the 

small details of your faith on others. Notice what he says about the one who 

abstains from eating certain foods- such a person in regular Jewish/ or even 

certain Christian circles would be seen as vital in their faith, or someone to look 

up to.  But Paul says that such a person is weak in their faith.  Now he is not 

trying to be rude or discredit anyone here, but he is looking at this problem from 

looking at this problem from another perspective. He is suggesting that for such 

a person, they have not yet come to rely entirely upon God's grace; thus, these 

religious observances help sustain them in their walk. 



So, the one who does not observe such practices should not judge them. But 

neither should those who do follow these practices judge those who do not. Why 

not?  Because in arguing, these small points does nothing to point to what truly 

matters. What truly matters is that God loves you. When God invites us, no 

matter what traditions we may have come from, or customs, or heritages, God is 

ready and willing to walk with you and lead you to a new understanding. New 

enlightenment from wherever you are to wherever you need to go to grow. But 

understand this. Just because we are growing up Christian in the same church 

family does not mean that we are all going to look and think alike. Any more than 

you and your siblings did growing up in your mother and father's house. 

Getting hung up over whether or not someone ate pork or baking beans or 

whether someone celebrated Easter but not Christmas or that they didn't 

celebrate it the way we did or vice versa, or even getting hung up over whether 

someone was baptized as an infant or as an adult or at least as a youth, really 

can hinder us from seeing what God is really all about. 

It can and often does cloud the message. I think Jesus kept pointing that out over 

and over again. While Jesus was a good practicing Jew and kept to the laws, he 

also understood that being practical was what God also meant for us to do. Just 

like he and the disciples walking out to a field of grain to gather something to eat 

because they were hungry on the Sabbath, and then being accused of being 

blasphemous because they were not observing the proper laws. Jesus responds 

to his accusers, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath." That 

is to say, God gave the Sabbath day so that man could rest and restore their 

spirits, not so that the Sabbath day could demand even more of human beings 

and become just one more stumbling block to faith. 

We humans often do that. We take what God has given to us, and we try to 

recreate it into what we want it to be to control or manipulate, at best, others into 

seeing it the way we do. Is it because we can all be so insecure about what we 

think or feel, or believe? It could be. But the more significant point is that when we 

all come together in our time of worship and fellowship, we must realize that 

though we are all on the same journey, we are all most likely in different places. 

Our main goal is not to become rigid and stifle our growth as well as others, but to 

learn and grow in our understanding of what grace is all about. 



That is why it is so important that when someone new comes into the faith, we 

who have been around for a while don't jump on their case about why they do this 

and not that, or why don't they observe everything the same way we do? That is 

kind of like expecting a first grader to know all he needs to know for his senior 

year. And by the time he or she is a senior, they may have to know something 

different. 

Instead, we are to treat each other with respect. We ought to approach one 

another with open minds and hearts, realizing that we all can learn from one 

another.  I believe that God means for it to be this way. In this way, everyone 

continues to grow and learn in faith and love for God and one another. 

If we can't do that, then what is all of this for? We will have missed the mark on 

what truly matters. Let's not lose sight of what truly matters by focusing on those 

little things that can so easily bog us down. Instead, keep your eyes on the prize. 

Using the tools of our faith to help you when you need it. Like remembering your 

baptism, like sharing in the body and blood of Christ, like praying, however, you 

may do that. Like doing acts of mercy and justice.  All of it is only meant to help 

you; it is not meant to cause you to stumble and fall or anyone else for that 

matter. 
 


