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The Story of Job is a great story. I know that many people read this story and 

accept it as one that, in fact, happened. However, some scholars look at this story 

from a different perspective, mainly that it is not a factual historical account of a 

man named Job. 

What suggests that is that Job is not a name mentioned anywhere else in the 

bible. He is not a person of historical significance in Jewish history like the kings 

or prophets. He is not the father to anyone that becomes a relevant player. He is 

simply a righteous man. 

So these scholars look at Job or the story of Job as a literary character in a story 

that gives us a moral. Just as we tell our fictional stories that carry with it a great 

moral lesson, so to the Israelites had theirs, and Job may well be one of them. 

Another critical point to suggest that this is a fictional literary story is hearing a 

conversation between God and Satan. Really? Who was there to write that 

down? 

I tell you this so that we do not get wrapped around the axle wandering about 

how God could even do such a thing to someone who is so righteous. Instead, the 

writer sets this story up in such a way as to make a point about humankind and 

our relationship to God. 

We begin with the feeling that all of us have that God just lets things happen to us 

at one time or another. And I am certain that we all have felt that way at one 

time or another.  So much so that books have been written about it, like “Why 

Bad Things Happen to Good People.” Yet, even when we try to avoid evil, evil 

seems to find us. 

So at the heart of today’s sermon is two questions for us to ponder. First, how 

would you react when evil finds you? Remember Job was a righteous man. He 

doesn’t go looking for trouble, yet trouble seems to find him in a big way. 

Second, are you willing to compromise your faith, your character, your integrity 

for the sake of comfort and having clout in your community? Let me say that 



another way, Are you willing to sacrifice your integrity to look good in front of 

others? 

As we hear up to this point in the story, Job has been stricken with an ailment that 

causes him much pain and discomfort to downright pure agony; to the point 

where even his wife hates to see him continue in his suffering; She makes the 

point of saying “Are you still clinging to your integrity? Just curse God and die.” 

She becomes the voice of the adversary, Satan, and she challenges Job to let go of 

his integrity for his own sake. But this is not just about dying and being relieved 

of suffering. This is about being an honorable person and holding on to your 

honor because that is all anyone really has when it gets down to it. 

So what does happen, when you work hard doing the best you can, remaining 

honest, even when it seems the whole world is corrupt, and yet, you feel as 

though you are being punished or so it would look like to others looking on, such 

as Job’s wife, and friends and children. 

Like Job, I think we begin to search ourselves to examine and reflect on our 

behavior; was it just? Was I obedient to God’s word? Or did I try to take 

advantage of anyone, knowingly or unknowingly? Was I dishonest? Or did I try to 

cheat someone? We all go through these questions when calamity falls upon us. 

Perhaps the main question is: What did I do to deserve this constant string of bad 

fortune or this disease? Or you name your calamity. 

Then if we have examined our ways and find that we have done nothing wrong, 

we are tempted to question God or to challenge God or, as Job’s wife puts it, 

curse God and just die. 

To this point, Job is resisting this temptation. So righteous is he, and a man of 

integrity, that he cannot bring himself to do any of these things. He believes he 

has done nothing wrong in his heart, but surely God must have some reason for 

putting Job through all of this. 

As for Job, there comes the point even in his righteous life, and he questions God, 

which sets up a scene where God fires back at Job and asks the question, “Where 

were you when I created the heavens and the earth?” And so on and so on. 

Of course, this is a sermon for another day. 



To the point that we are in the text today, what we can see from this story is that 

bad things do happen to good people. Job says it best to his wife, as he sits there 

suffering, “Foolish woman, will you receive good from God but not also the bad?” 

And we remember from the Gospels that it rains on the just and the unjust alike. 

Life is a lot like a river or maybe an ocean. There are places in the river that are as 

calm and serene and beautiful a place as you would want to be, but as you travel 

further down, you hit those places where the clear waters become rapids and 

falls. Navigating such a trek is risky, very risky, but sometimes it’s your only 

choice. Or like being out in the ocean, one minute, it’s a beautiful calm day, but 

before the day is over, you’re in a hurricane. And there is just no getting around 

it. 

So what do we do with our faith? Is that when we throw it out like yesterday’s 

trash, or do we cling to it, take solace in it because, in those desperate times, it 

will be our only comfort or our only light of hope hanging out there on the 

horizon. 

The story of Job lets us know that we all go through bad times, and sometimes we 

wind up getting what seems like the short end of the stick. We tend to blame 

anyone, from ourselves all the way to God. And sometimes blame does need to 

be assigned, especially if it is our fault, but not to live with a sense of guilt and 

shame, but so that we can address our issues and work on them. 

The text ends here for today, I think for a reason. It is because, just like life, there 

really isn’t the quick and happy fairy tale endings, or mysteries solved in an hour 

as you see on T.V. In real life, our downturns can last years, and they can be 

catastrophic just as they were for Job in his not so fairy tale of a story. 

Yet, the virtue of keeping the faith and keeping our integrity intact, holding our 

heads up despite our downfalls, trusting God even when it feels like God is 

nowhere to be found leads to profound insights that can lead us to even greater 

faith. Some of the best lessons we learn are the ones that cause us the most pain. 

And that is where we will find our true blessings and see that God really is good. 

Of course, we really don’t have much, all we have is our character and integrity, 

but that alone is worth much more than riches. What helps us to hold on to these 

attributes is our faith. 


